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MUTER 


CANDOHM RESISTOR. 
REPLACEMENT CATALOG 


MUTER opens a new field for Deal¬ 
ers and Service Men—a plan which 
enables radio men to do a thorough 
service job, to effect proper resistor 
replacements, and to majce a good 
profit. 

The selection of Muter Candohm Re¬ 
sistors, since 1929, for use in leading 
receivers proves conclusively, that 
their design, engineering character¬ 
istics, construction and longevity 
have, in every way, passed the rigid 
tests of set manufacturers. 

Muter Candohm Resistors are stand¬ 
ard equipment in several hundred 
receivers manufactured by over fifty 
leading set manufacturers. Candohm 
Resistors are heavily armored so 
that the Service Man can convenient¬ 
ly carry an assortment without 
danger of damage. A supply of stock 
values of Candohm Resistors, when 
used singly or in combination, are 
sufficient to attend necessary resistor 
service work on a large majority of 
sets. It is advantageous to replace 
ordinary resistors with MUTER 
CANDOHMS. 


STANDARD EQUIPMENT 
IN LEADING SETS 

The Muter Candohm Resistors are 
absolutely permanent in values, and 
are not subject to “breakdown” in 
normal service. All Candohms (ex¬ 
cept type FH), are wire wound on a 
bakelite core with Armite insulation; 
the type FH is wire wound on a spe¬ 
cial asbestos core. Candohms de¬ 
signed for particular set models are 
equipped with the required special 
mountings. Set manufacturers have 
standarcnzed on Muter C^andohm Re¬ 
sistors because of their accuracy, 
liberal heat dissipation and absolute 
freedom from trouble. When neces¬ 
sary to replace a Candohm Resistor, 
obviously the set will perform much 
better if a genuine Candohm is used, 
made to the set manufacturer’s 
specifications. 


OUTER PROTECTIVE STEEt INSULATED MOUNTING 

COVERING making units LUGS FOR »-J2 SCREWS 



ARMITE INSULATION REST GRADE COKE PLATE 

•500 VOLTS AC FOR EASY SOLDERING 


• • Mail Coupon Today! 

NEW, COMPLETE CATALOG READY 

FOR DEALERS AND SERVR E MEN 

The coupon in the lower left-hand corner, com¬ 
pletely filled in, will brin^r to you the Muter 
• Ih33 Candohm Replacement C'atalog, and com¬ 

plete information on other dependable Muter 
products for dealers and service men. Write' / 

today—address Dept. UC. The Muter Company, j 

\2')^ South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, # 


1 The Muter Company, Dept. RC, 
j 1255 South Michiiran Avenue. 

1 Chicaito. Illinois 

1 Please send me the Muter 11133 Candohm 

1 Replacement Catalog listinir the sets in 
! which Candohms are standard equipment. 

1 Name . 

MUTER DEPENDABLE 

PRODUCTS 

1 Address . . 

[ Cit.v . State. 

1 n Service Man fl Q Jobber 
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OPPORTUNITIES 








are many 

for the Radio 
Trained Man 

Don’t spend your life slav^np: away in some dull, hopeless joh? Don’t he satis¬ 
fied to work for a mere $20 or $30 a week- l^et me show you how to Ret your 
start in Radio—the fastest-growing, biggest money-making game on earth. 

Jobs Leading to Salaries of $50 a Week and Up 

Prepare for Jobs as Designer, Inspector and Tester—as Radio Salesman and in 
Service and Installation Work—as Operator or Manager of a Broadcasting 
Station—as Wireless Operator on a Ship or Airplane, or in Talking Picture or 
Sound Work—HUNDREDS OF OPPORTUNITIES for a real future in Radio! 

Ten Weeks of ShopTraininifJ 

Pay Your Tuition After Graduation 

We don’t teach by book study. We train you on a great outlay of Radio. Television and Sound 
equipment—on scores of modern Radio Receivers, huge Broadcasting equipment, the very lat- 
est and newest Television apparatus. Talking Picture and Sound Reproduction e(|uipnient, 

Lode I ractice equipment, etc. You don’t need advanced education or previous experience. We 
give you—RIGHT HERE IN THE COYNE SHOPS—the actual practice and experience 
you 11 need for your start in this great field. And because we cut out all useless theory and 
o nly g ive that which is necessary you get a practical training in 10 weeks. 

TELEVISION ana TALKING PiaURES 

And Television is already here? Soon there’ll be a demand for THOUSANDS of TELEVISION 
EXPERTS! The man who learns Television now can have a great future in this great new 
field. Get in on the ground-floor of this amazing new Radio development! Come to COYNE 
and learn Television on the veiy latest, newest Television equipment. Talking Picture and 
Public Address Systems offer opportunities to the Trained Radio Man. Here is a great new 
Radio field just beginning to grow! Prepare NOW for these wonderful opportunities! Learn 
Radio Sound Work at COYNE on actual Talking Picture and Sound Reproduction equipment. 

PAY FOR YOUR TRAINING 
After You Graduate 

I am making an offer that no other school has dared 
to do. I’ll take you here in my shops and give you 
this training and you pay your luilion after you 
have graduated. Two months after you complete my 
course you make your first payment, and then you 
have ten months to complete your payments. There 

are no strings to this offer. I know a lot of honest fel- «« • « «-« 

lows haven’t got a lot of money these days, but still rOYNE ElCCtTlCfll Stlllllll 
want to prepare themselves for a real job so they ^^**'*^ 

won’t have to worry about hard times or lay offs. 500 S. Paulina St., Dept.63-9H, Chicago, Ill. 

Bve got enough confidence in these fellows and in niy Mail Couonn TaJav fnr Alt tho 

training to give them the training they need and pay me 


don’t waste time on useless theory. We give you the prac¬ 
tical training you’ll need—in 10 short, pleasant weeks. 

MANY EARN WHILE LEARNING 

You get Free Employment Service for Life, And don’t let 
lack of money stop you. Many of our students make all or 
a good part of their living expenses while going to school 
and if you should need this help just write to me. Coyne 
is 33 years old. Coyne Training is tested — proven beyond 
all doubt. You can find out everything absolutely free. 
Just mail coupon for my big free book! 

H. C. Lewis, Pres. RADIO DIVISION Founded 1899 


back after they have their training. 

If you who read this advertisement are really interested 
in your future here is the chance of a life time. Mail the 
coupon today and I’ll give you all the facts. 

ALL PRACTICAL WORK 
At COYNE in Chicago 

ALL ACTUAL, PRACTICAL WORK. You build^dio sets, 
install and service them. You actually operate great Broad¬ 
casting equipment. You construct Television Receiving Sets 
and actually transmit your own Television programs over 
our modern Television equipment. You work on real Talk¬ 
ing Picture machines and Sound equipment. You learn 
Wireless Operating on actual Code Practice apparatus. We 


I H. C, LEWIS, President 

I Radio Division, Coyne Electrical School 

I 500 S. Paulina St., Dept. 63*9H, CMcago, III. 

I Dear Mr. Lewis: — Send me yonr Big Free Radio Book, and 
I all details of your Special Offer. 

I 

I Name ... 

I Address . 

I 

.1 City . State . 
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But tiiini Bit* Voliimt^ on tiiir 

DEFEICICEI) PxWiMEAT PLAX 


Her^* arc two of the most surprising? announce¬ 
ments that we have ever made to the radio trade 
and we know that it is such good news that 
every radio man will be greatly enthused. 
FIRST—that the three editions of the OFFI¬ 
CIAL RADIO SERVICE MANUALS have 
now been combined into one big volume of 
over 2,300 pages. 

SECOND—that this new single volume of con¬ 
solidated radio circuit diagrams and complete 
radio servicing course can be bought on a de¬ 
ferred payment plan—and at a big saving. 

It is needless to say how valuable the OFFI¬ 
CIAL RADIO SERVICE MANUALS have been 
to members in every branch of the Radio In¬ 
dustry, and how many thousands of each edi¬ 
tion have b<«n sold to manufacturers, jobbers, 
dealers. Service Men and experimenters. But 
we must emphasize this one fact: Service Men 
now realize that they are tremendously handi¬ 
capped without the full .set of Gernsback Man¬ 
uals, So much so, that those who have pur¬ 
chased only one or two volumes, are NOW OR¬ 
DERING THE MISSING BOOKS. They want 
their Ales to be complete-. 

The complete book gives you a volume of over 
2.300 pages w’ith over 6.500 diagrams, charts 
and photos. There are absolutely no pages or 
illustrations or diagrams duplicated. There is 
no radio book published today which is so mod¬ 


ern, up-to-the-minute, and which contains so 
much useful information as is to be found in 
this singlelvolume. It is a book that will outlast 
any other radio book in print. Look carefully 
at the illustration of the complete edition on 
the top of page. It measures 9" wide, 12" 
long, thick. 

Included in this volume Is a complete radio 
servicing course. This course covers every step 
needetl to learn the servicing business . . . from 
startmg in business . . . materials needed . . . 
and how to go about servicing receivers and re¬ 
pairing other radio eejuipment. This course in 
itself, is actually worth the Price of the entire 
book. 

Our new plan now enables every radio mnn to 
get thus single volume—a Complete Directory of 
all Circuit Diagrams, of over 2.300 pages, on 
deferr^ payments. You can order this book 
immefliately—gel it in a few days, and use it 
while you are doing servicing work. You can 
make the first few calls pay for the entire cost 
of the book. 

For you to get this book is uuite simple and it 
sent to you as soon as your <>rder is received. 
You pay for it in small monthly amounts which 
can be taken from your earnings. If you were 
to buy the three volumes separately, the total 
cost would be $17.00, including the supplement.^. 


Now you can get the 

1931 OFFICIAL RADIO SERVICE MANUAL, 
with Supplements, 

1932 OFFICIAL RADIO SERVICE MANUAL, 
with Supplements, 

and the 1933 OFFICIAL RADIO SERVICE 
MANUAL Complete 
at a big saving. 

THE SPECIAL NEW PRICE FOR ALL THREE 
MANUALS, WITH SUPPLEMENTS. IN ONE 
VOLUME. WITH HEAVY BINDER IS ONLY 


.SI 1.00 


You buy this book this way— 

Send $3.00 with order— 

Pay $5.00 to Express Company upon receipt of 
book. 

Send $3.00 thirty days after receipt of book. 
Send $3.00 sixty days after receipt of book. 
Total $14.00. 

IF THE ENTIRE AMOUNT IS SENT WITH 
YOUR ORDER. WE WILL ALLOW YOU A 
10% DISCOUNT. THIS CAN BE DEDUCTED 
FROM YOUR REMITTANCE. 

IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 


OVER 


2,300 Pa^es 
3.300 Illiisiralionis 


Tins IS TIIK «;Bi:ATIi;ST SINI^LK 
VOU'MK BADIO BOOK IN l*IIIAT TOBAY 
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GERNSBACK PUBLICATIONS. Inc.. 

S6-98 P.rk Pl.M, N.o Y.rk. N. V, 

* ij-nt lejiu'ii; 

In 8cror<]am-e «ith your Special Offer. I enclose 
liere«lth $3.00 as first Payment towanl the Om-- 
t oiume Radio Manual. iMeagc forward it to me 
promptly. Upon receipt of the book. I shall pay 
eipress company $5.00. Thirty days later I shall 
semi you $3.00. ami sixty days after rerelpt of 
book, 1 shall send you my la-,t payment of $3.00. 

If 30 U want to take advantatte of the special Dis¬ 
count of 10%. remit only $12.B0 with this coupon. 


Name 


GERNSBACK PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 

96-98 Park Place York, N. Y. | ni. 
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The Tihrary Series covers €Mccur€Miely 

every branch of Ha€tio^an€l thorouyhly^ too 


Presented on this pace arc the new books of 
the RADIO-CRAFT LIBRARY—the most com¬ 
plete and authentic set of volumes treatine indi¬ 
vidually, important divisions of radio. Fach book 
has been desijtned to give radio men the oppor¬ 
tunity to specialize in one or more of the popular 
branches of the industry. The material contained 


in these books will increase your knowledge; you 
will find them a real help in your work and they 
will contribute to your money earning capacity. 
Read these books during your spare time at home. 

The authors of these books are well-known to 
everybody. Fach one is an expert radio man; 
an authority on the subjea—each is thoroughly 


familiar w'ith the field which he represents. 

This is perhaps the first real opportunity that 
vou have ever had to build a radio library of 
books that are authentic, right-up-to-the-minute 
and written so that they are easily digest^ and 
clearly understood. Mail coupon below for your 
books. 


TO THE RIGHT 
WILL BE FOUND 
A SHORT RESUME 
OF EACH BOOK 
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Book No. I 

Radio Set 
Analyzers 


Book No. 4 

Modern Radio 
Hook«Up8 


Book No. 7 

Radio Kinks and 
Wrinkles 


Book No. 10 

Home Recording and 
All About It 


And How To Uio Theta 

With Full Initruetlons >nd Do- 
seriptions of Bet Analyzori. 
Tube Cheekere. Otelllatort. Etc. 

By L. VAN DER MEL 

Tills hook eiplalns thoroui^hly 
the operation of set analyzers, 
tiihe checkers. osrlllalors and 
other cestiiiK equipment. For 
every radio man this liook is ex¬ 
tremely helpful. It covers every 
phase of testing and hives you 
valiiahle short cuts; completely 
Illustrated with photographs and 
diaitrams to facilitate the use of 
modern testers. Recently reprinted. 


Book No. 2 

Modern Vaennm 
Tabes 

And How They Work 

With complete Technical Data on 
All Standard and Many Bpecial 
Tubes 


The Best Radio Circuits 

A Complete Compendium of the 
Most Important Experimental 
and Custom built Recoivert 

By R. D. WASHBURNE 

It Is fasclnatlns to the experi¬ 
menter. or even to the up-to-date 
Service Jian, to take a commercial 
set and to rhuiiKe It Into one us¬ 
ing a famous hookup that Is not 
found in any insiiuir.icttired set. 
Many excellent circuits have nev¬ 
er been commercialized, but 11m- 
fleU only to hcmie set huilders. 
Thousands of thcite popular cir¬ 
cuits have hecn requested from 
time to time, and In this book 
we have included over 150 cir¬ 
cuits, which Include the famous 
i'eridyne, Cash-Uoz A.C.-D.C. 
Set and others. 


Book No. 5 

How to Become o 
Radio Service Man 


For Service Men and Experi¬ 
menters 

A Complete Compendium on the 
Latest Radio Short.Cuts and 
Money. Savers 

By C. W. PALMER 

It often hernmes necessary for 
experimentcri and Service .Men to 
call upon their memory for some 
short rut or radio wrinkle that 
will solve a brobicm quickly. In 
business, "short cuts" mean time 
and money saved, and to the Serv¬ 
ice Man "time saved" meaxu 
money earned. 


Book No. 8 

Radio Qaestions 
and Answers 

A Soloction of tho Most Impor¬ 
tant of 5.000 Questions Submit¬ 
ted by Radio Men During the 
Course of One Year 

By R. D. WASHBURNE 


A Complete Treatise on Instan¬ 
taneous Recordings. Micro¬ 
phones. Recorders. Amplifiers. 
Commercial Machines, Serv¬ 
icing. etc. 

By GEORGE J. 8AL1BA 

If there Is one subject that 
is fascinating to every radio 
man, it is that of Home Ke- 
cordin);. Of course, this volume 
not all on "Homo" record¬ 
ing. but the Information con¬ 
tained therein is important to 
coiiiiiicrclal raillo men. studio 
oherators, en^'ineers and others 
interested in this phase of ra¬ 
dio. 

The art of recording and re- 
iiroduclng broadcast selections is 
becoming more Important every 
day to railio men. experiment¬ 
ers and Service Men. £quii>- 
Iiinc; ilance halls, auditoriums, 
churches, restaurants ami homos 
with public address systems and 
amplifiers brings many extra 
dollars and often an excellent 
income. 


By ROBERT HERT2BERQ 

MtinKHN* VACrU.M TFBES 
describes the fundamental elec¬ 
tron theory which Is the basis of 
all vacuum lube operation, and 
goes progressively from tne sim¬ 
plest two-element lubes right np 
to the latest pento\les and thyra- 
troiN. It Is written In clear, 
simple language and is devoid of 
the mathematics which is usually 
so confusing. Valuable reference 
(harts and characteristie curves 
of standard and special tubes are 
to be found, also diagrams of 
sockets and pin connect ions. 


Book No. 3 

Tbe Snperbeterndyn* 
BMk 

All About Suporhoterodynes 

How They Work. How to Build 
and How to Servlee Them 

By CLYDE FITCH 

There is no more fascinating a 
subject in the large array of radio 
circuits than the famous super¬ 
heterodyne circuit. MHiether you 
are a Service Man or experiment¬ 
er. first-hand kmm-ledge about the 
(onstructlon of superheterodyne re¬ 
ceivers Is very Important. Tlie 
hook on Superheterodynes gives 
underlying principles of their con¬ 
struction. right from the very first 
set made. 


How to Get Started and How to 
Make Money in Radio Servicing 

By LOUIS MARTIN 

The ambition of many men in 
radio today Is to become a first- 
grade Service Man. It is not as 
(liffirult as one might believe, but 
it cannot be done in a few short 
months. Following very carefully 
the advice of Mr. Marlin, who 
has dealt with the problems of 
thousands of Service 5fen. this 
book deals very carefully with the 
essential stages In the prepara¬ 
tion for qualifying as a Service 
Man. 


Book No. 6 

Bringing Electric Sets 
Up to Date 

with Pentodes. Multi-Mus. Dy¬ 
namic Speakers—Complete In¬ 
formation How to Modornize 
A. C.. D. C. and Battery Oper¬ 
ated Receivers 

By CLIFFORD E. DENTON 

In this country there are over 
ten million electrically operated 
receivers that ('ould be modern¬ 
ized—by placing In them new type 
tubes, new speaker equipment tM 
other modern Improvements. This 
business of improving old sets 
can go to the experimenters and 
Service Men If they will quickly 
Jump into action. 


There have been collected a wide 
Variety of questions which have 
come into our editorial olfices dur¬ 
ing the Past two years, and only 
those whose answers would benefit 
the majority of men engaged in 
radio have been Incorporated In 
this amazing Question and an¬ 
swer book. A tremendously long 
list of topics is treated. 


Book No. 9 

Antomobite Radio 
and Servicing 

A Complete Treatise on tho Sub¬ 
ject Covering All Phases from 
Installing to Servicing and 
Maintenanee 

By LOUIS MARTIN 

Automobile radios are up and 
coming, and simieone has to serv¬ 
ice them properly. It therefore 
behooves you to read this im¬ 
mensely Important new book on 
the art of Automobile Rad la The 
book Is concise, and full of Illus¬ 
trations. photographs, diagrams 
and hookups. 

A few of the really interesting 
chapters; Introduction; Automo¬ 
tive Radio Installations; Complete 
Descriptions of Commercial Auto- 
miitive Receivers; Servicing Auto¬ 
motive Receivers; The Ignition 
System; General Service Conslder- 
atlons; Effects of Temperature on 
I'ower Supply: Conclusion. 


Book No. 11 

Point-t»-Point Resist¬ 
ance Measurements 


The Modern Method of Servic¬ 
ing Radio Recelverv 

By CLIFFORD E. DENTON 


Of the difficult Protilems which 
Service Men face today when 
re])airtng receivers, the greatest 
Is that of replacing proper re- 

•btknM vnttiei in tpU. Thia tn*k hn- 
e<im«a avan morn diflirult when ihe Tklu*-* 
of reawturi nra unknown; and manu¬ 
facturer* of many alandard oeta do nut 
ua thia information on to Servir* Men. 
1 thU new book radio mao will find tho 
information needH to quickly xdace * 
receiver in normal operatinx condition. 
Thia book cut* in hall the time uauatiy 
required to adjuat the avernxr x-t. 
Sulficient epoci. hni been devoted to the 
etemenlary prohieina and the thMry of 
etectriciiy ** it i* applM to reeiatanre 
meniureinenla to that the Service Man 
will have a eomprehenaive idea oa to how 
to overcome thi* problem. 

Betow you will find s partial tkt of the 
contenta which wUI appear in thi* new 
book. 

lNTRODUCT10>f. Advanlocee of R*- 
•Ulanca Meoaurelnent Method of Serv- 
Icinx for Radio Work: Baaie FrinellHe*: 
Methoda of RMialanee Meoaurement; 
Reoiitora in Radio Kereivera and Ant- 

ti ifier•: i*oinl-to-Point Rraietance- 

eoaurement* in Typical Radio Set 
ueina Ohmmeter; Rcotolance Meoeu^ 
manta u*ing Modern Teater; Routine 
Teatina whera Circuit Diaxrain i* Avail¬ 
able and where tle*Mtnnre* are Known; 
Routine Teeiinc where Circuit pioarain 
i* Not Available and wliere Reeietancea 
ara Unknown; the Relation of VolUca 
Teetinx Method* to R«*l*t*nca Meuuro- 
ment: APFRNDl.X. ReokUnc* ChnrU 
etc. 


ALL BOOKS 
UNIFORM 


The hooks in the new R.kDIO-Cll.VFT LIBRARY are all strictly up-to-date, and written by men who 
know their subjects. The volumes are all uniform .size. 6x9 inches, and contain on an average of 50 to 
120 illustrations. Each book Is printed on fine book paper and no expense has be«-n spared to make It 
an outstiindiiig value, for Its editurhil contenis as well as from the mechanical standpoint. 


Clip Coupon and Mail Today! 


Big Discount 
to You 

In order to make it possible for everyone to buy these books, 
the fifty 150) cent price has been made uniform f(jr all vol 
umes. You can buy these hooks separately, but you should 
take advantage of our special offer: 

When Fire (5) Books or More Are 
Ordered 

Deduct ZO% from Your Remittance 

Simply fill in the coupon at left, and mall It to us together 
with your remittance. Checks* 8tam|>s or money orders 
ac* epted. 
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GERNSBACK PUBLICATIONS. INC., 96-M Pirk Pl«e«. New York. N. V. 

I have circled below the numbers of books in the RADlO-CR.\FT LIBRARY, which 7oa 
are to send me. and have deducted 209b for ordering five (5) books or more. 1 have Included 
my remittance In full* at tbe price of 50c each* when less than five books are ordered. 

The amount of my remittance Is....(Stamps* diecks or money order! accepted.) 

Circle numbers wanted: 123456789 10 11 
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Address 


City 


State 
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i will Train at Home 

in your spare time 

" good job 

in Radio 





Get away from disagreeable jobs 
with no future. From skinny, little 
pay envelopes. From skimping 

along, just barely getting by, but 
not getting ahead. DON’T PUT UP 
WITH THEM ANY LONGER. Get 
into a field with a future. Act to¬ 

Free Book 

Tells How 

Mail Coupon! 

'Pwhi 

1. 

L 


day to put yourself ahead. Mail 
the coupon for my free 64-i3age book 
that tells how you can train at home 


Service Manager 
Earns Saeo Month 

“As Radio Service Man¬ 
ager for Sterchi's four 
Nashville Stores, my earn¬ 
ings arc around $200 a 
month. My N. R. I. train¬ 
ing enables me to keep 
our customers satisfied.’^ 

E. H. LEFTWICH, 

Sterchi Bros, Stores Inc., 
Nashville. Tenn. 



$130 a Month 
in Spare Time 

“I'm servicing from 3 
to 5 sets daily in spare 
time and average $120 a 
month from my Radio 
work. I still hold my reg¬ 
ular day job. I owe my 
success to N. R. I.** 

A. E. FARMER. 
1012 Denison St. 
Muskogee, Okla. 



Increased Salary 
$ 1,000 a Year 

“I now have under con¬ 
struction an up-to-date 
transmitter for Station 
WAMC, of which I am en¬ 
gineer. My salary has in¬ 
creased $1,000 a year 
since entering Radio due 
to your splendid train¬ 
ing.** 

JULIUS C. VESSELS. 

Radio Station WAMC 

Anniston, Ala. 


E.xPert; about my Course that doubles and triples the pay 
of many who take it. MAIL THAT COUPON NOW and 
fake the first step toward a real future. 

Real Opportunities Ahead in Radio for 
Trained Men 

It's hard to find a field with more opportunity awaiting 
the trained man. Why in 1932—the worst year of the de¬ 
pression—the Radio Industry sold $200,000,000 worth of 
sets and Parts I Manufacturers alone employed nearly 100.- 
000 people? About 300.000 people worked in the industry. 
1932 broadcasting revenue was the biggest in history. It’s 
a gigantic business, even in the worst business years? And 
look what’s ahead! Millions of sets becoming obsolete an¬ 
nually. 17,000.000 sets in operation that need servicing 
from time to time! Over 600 great broadcasting stations 
furnishing entertainment and news to 100,000,000 people. 
These figures are .so big that they are hard to grasp! Yet, 
they are all true! Here is n new industry that has grown 
into a commercial giant. No wonder great business leaders 
predict a brilliant future for this great and growing busi¬ 
ness. 

Get Into This Field With a Future 

There’s opportunity for you in Radio. Its future is cer¬ 
tain. Television, short wave, police Radio, automobile Radio, 
talking movies, public address systems, aircraft Radio—in 
every branch, developments and improvements are tsiking 
place. Here is a real future for thousands and thousands 
of men who really know Radio. Get the training that 
opens the road to reshonsibilily. good pay. and success! 
Send me the coupon now. and get full particulars on how 
easy and interesting I make learning at home. Read the 
letters from graduates who are today earning real money 
in this fascinating industry. 

Many Make $$, SIO, $1$ a Week Extra 
in Spare Time Almost at Once 

My book also tells how many of my students made $5, 
$10, $16 a week extra in spare time, soon after they en¬ 
rolled. I give you plans end ideas that have made good 
spare-time money—$200 to $1,000 a year—for hundreds of 
fellows. My Course is famous a.s “the one that pays for 
itself.’* 

Money Back if Not Satisfied 

I am so sure that N. R. I. can train you satisfactorily 
that I win agree in writing to refund every penny of 
your tuition if you are not satisfied with my Lessons 
and Instruction Service upon completion. You’ll get a 
copy of this Agreement with my book. 

64*Page Book of Information Free 

Get your copy today. It’s free to all ambitious fel¬ 
lows over 15 years old. It tells you about Radio’s 
spare time and full time job opportunities; it tells you 
all about my Course; what others who have taken it 
are doing end making. Find out what Radio offers 
YOU without the slightest obligation, MAIL THE 
COUPON NOW, 


J« E. SMITH, President 

National Radio Institute, Dept. 3JX 
Washington, D. C. 


Special Free Offer 



Act now nnd receive in ad¬ 
dition to my biK free book, 
"Rich RewardK in Radio,” 
thin Service Manual on 
D. C.. A. C., and Battery 
operated seta. Only niy »tu- 
dcntK could have thia hook 
in the paxt. Now readers 
of thia itiaiiazine who mail 
the coupon will receive it 
free. Overcotning hum. 
noittcM of all kin^. f.-iding 
signaU. broi%<l tuning, howla 
and OMcillution.H, poor dis¬ 
tance reception. dUtorted or 
inuMlrd dictialn. poor .tudio and 
Hiidio Frr<|u*noy ■mpllfiration and 
othrr vltularrvicoiriforriiaiion Inonn- 
tainMi in U. Get a free copy by mail- 
intc the coupon below. ACT NOWf 


SPECIAL Radio Equipment 
for Broad Practical Ebqierience 
Given 'Without Extra Char ge 

f Course w nnt nil theory. I'll nbow you how to use my npecia! 
euujptnent for conducing experiment.s and building circuita 
^^hicli (Uu-trate Important princfplt’* ueed in such 
V. ''>^tin*houae. General Klectrk-. 
I htlco, R. c. A.. Victor, Nlajcatic. and other*. You 
, work out with your own hand* many of the tlJaaa 
I .vou read La our todaon books. Tbia 60-50 method of 
ir.'iminK int.kc« Icarniiu at hume ea»y. IntcmtiiiK. 
luacinntins, intenaciy practiral. You learn how eet* 
work, vhy they work, and howto make t lien work 
wht« they are out of order. Trainlnc like 
^ taid ehoi^d up in your tiay envetolie —when 
you graduate you liavw lind tr.-iinluK and 
t‘ '•a^ricnee—you're not -imply looking 

' a jot where you cun get experience. 



I have dokibled 
and tripled the 
salaries of many 
Find out about ‘ 
this tested way 


FILL OUT AND MAIL 
THIS COUPO 


J. F. Smith, President 
National Radio Institute, Dept. 3JX 
W'ashington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Smith: 1 want lo take advantage of your 
Special Offer, Send me your manual "Trouble Slitioting 
In l>.C.. A.r. and Ilaitcry Set*" ami your book "Itlrli 
Rcxvardii In Radio.” which explains Itadlo’s Opportuni¬ 
ties for higgcr pay and your method of training men 
at home In spare time. I understand this request d«ies 
not obligate me. (Please print plainly.) 

Nitme .... .. 



The Famous Course That Pays For Itself 



Address _ 

, Citu -- 


___-State . 
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UBE 

AU-WAVE 

R.ADIO 


WORLD-WIDE RECEDYION... 


1 >UY your radio direct from the Midwest Laborator- 
■ ^ ies and save from 30% to 50%. This Super, 
Deluxe 16-Tube ALL-WAVE Radio makes it easy to 
secure clear, loud-speaker reception from stations 
10,000 miles and more distant It gives you complete 
wave length coverage of 9 to 2000 meters (33 mego- 
cycles to 150 KC)—enabling you to secure almost 
magical radio performance! Midwest users regularly 
log such stations as: GSC, London—VK2ME, Sydney, 
Australia—JIAA, Tokio, Japan—RW50, Moscow 
Russia—DJB, Berlin, etc. Never before so much 
radio for so little money! Send coupon today! 






Why be satisfied with an ordinary broadcast or 
“duar’' wave set when you can have this super-power¬ 
ful super de luxe 16-tube ALL-WAVE Midwest 
radio? It puts the whole world of radio at your finger 
tips. It has FIVE distinct wave bands—ultra short, 
short, medium, broadcast and long—all tuned with a 
single dial! You can switch instantly from U. S. 
programs—Canadian, police, amateur, commercial 
airplane and ship broadcasts—to the finest short wave 
programs from Australia, Japan, Russia, Italy, Ger¬ 
many, France, England, South America, Etc, 


40 New 1934 Features 


These sensational new features give you amazing performance, perfect realism, new’ beauty of tone, new 
wealth of powder, fractional microvolt sensitivity, better than 7 KC selectivity. For example—Automatic 
SELECT-O-BAND (exclusive with Midwest) simplifies short wave tuning by instantly pointing out wave 
length of station. Amplified AUTOMATIC VOLUME CONTROL keeps volume at pre-determined level over 
wide range of signal inputs, prevents “fading” and interstation “blasting.” Some of the other features 
include: 


Automatic Selcct-O-Band Indicator 
All-wave 9 to 2,000 meter tuning ranee 
(33 megocycles to 150 KC) 

Five Full Wave Bands 
Illuminated Frequency Indica or 
Station Group Locator 

Dial Frequency Calibration in Kilocycles 
and Megocycles 

Balanced Unit Super Heterodyne Circuit 
Slow Motion, Velvety action Tuning: 
Positive Amplified Automatic Volume 
Control Biaa fully Delays 


New Style Consoles 

The new, big Midwest 
1934 catalog shows a 
complete line of beauti¬ 
ful artistic, de luxe con¬ 
soles ... in the new’ 
modernistic designs. 
Hand made by Master 
Craftsmen, they lend 
distinction and dignity 
to any home. Save 30% 
to 50% by ordering 
direct from M idwest 
Laboratories. Mail the 
coupon today. 



New' and Improved Electro-dynamic Au¬ 
ditorium Speaker 

Latest Type, Higher Efficiency Tubes 
7 KC Selectivity, Automatically Adjusted 
Scientifically Shielded (Colls and Switch 
CataCombed) 

Positive Signal Control 

Litzendraught T,F. Transformers, R.F. 

Coils, and Oscillators 
Stat-O-Mit Interstation Silencer 
Super Power Class ‘*A’* Audio Amplifier 
29 Tuned Circuits ... 10 in Cascade—3 
Variable 

All Police and Airplane Banda 

New Duplex—Diode—High Mu Pentode 


AH short and Ultra Short Amertcaii and 
European Bands. 

Fractional Microvolt Sensitivity 

Perfect Tone Quality ... at low volamo 
levels (Low Volume Compensator) 

16*Tube3 . . . Equivalent to 18 tubes 

New Thermionic Rectifier 

Simplified, Centralized 
Tuning—No Vernier, 

No Auxiliary Tuning. 

Absolute Minimum of 
Background Noises 

Low Operating Cost 



The new’ Super De luxe 16-Tube Midwest ALL¬ 
WAVE radio positively gives you more features 
and more advantages than sets selling in stores 
at two to three times Midwest’s sensationally 
low price! Don’t try any radio until you get all 
the facts! Write for the new’ Midwest 1934 cata¬ 
log. You’ll be amazed at the unbelievably low 
direct-from-Midwest Laboratories Prices. They 
save you from 30% to 50%. 


“OUT-PERFORMS 
$200.00 SET" 

’Am wriiinx thia uJa>ol>cit«d letter in recitrtl t« 
Biy Midwest rndio. ll U mot* thftn you eUim 
for It is many raRsrds. It in mnre selective tluui 
any radio that I iinve com« in contnct .with, lb 
whip or outperform an/ aet wen aIktyo ill., 
$200.00 ctjkM and It muai be creat wlirn your 
competitor owna up lluit it la auperlor to any 
mnciiine thnt he eella. 1 have received South 
American alnliona and European.atntiriaa dun.i i 
tlie nliort time that 1 have hud the aet 1 oonaiilw 
that the Radio t.a worllt three limea what'/ou 
a-ik for it.L. E. Wolinee (Member I.R E.). 
1&2I & W. 7th St. MUmi. Fin. 


MIDWEST RADIO CORP. 
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Midwest puarantees your satisfaction by permitting you to try 
any Midwest set—right in your own home—for 30 days FREE 
trial. Thousands upon thousands of delighted Midwest owners 
all over the U. S. and in many foreign countries are daily en¬ 
joying the world^s finest radio programs because of Midwest^s 
revolutionary policy of selling direct from the laboratory at 
rock-bottom prices—and on easy terms. But don’t judge 
quality by price. Even though we offer unbelievably low 
prices, Midw’est Radios are of the very highest quality and posi¬ 
tively guaranteed. When you buy from 
Midwest, you deal with one of the old- 
established, pioneer radio builders who 
has been selling quality sets all over 
the world for more than fourteen years. 
Mail the coupon or write us a postal 
for new 1934 catalog, easy terms and 
low laboratory prices. 


i)ea/l)ire€fwiiAiab0ra/ones 


Terms 


AS LOW AS 


oo 






sm 


Get a bigger, better, more powerful, 
clearer-toned radio—at a positive sav¬ 
ing of from 30% to 50%. Buy now 
while you can take advantage of the tre¬ 
mendous values Midwest offers you. No 
middlemen’s profits to pay. Present in¬ 
flationary legislation is sure to result in 
higher prices. Try any Midwest Radio for 
30 days—FREE—before you decide. As little as 
$5.00 puts a set in your home. Satisfaction guar¬ 
anteed or money back! Just sign and mail 
coupon—or send name and address on postcard. 

(^Canadian Prices Slightly Higher.) 


Get AH the facts 


CotP 




DEPT. 

Established 1920 


-CINCINNATI. OHIO, U. S. A. 

Cdblo Address Miraco. ABC 5fh Edition 
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The Best of the Year 



Announcing 


the first 


Every man connected in 
any way with the boom¬ 
ing auto-radio business 
will want a copy of this 
book immediately. It is 
devoted exclusively to 
auto-radio service 
“dope,” in complete, 
understandable form. 
The OFFICIAL 
AUTO-RADIO SERV¬ 
ICE MANUAL con¬ 
tains schematic dia¬ 
grams, chassis lay¬ 
outs, mounting in¬ 
structions, and trou¬ 
ble-shooting hints on 
all 1933 and many 
older model auto¬ 
radio receivers. This 
Manual contains a 
“gold-mine” of in¬ 
formation. 


Over 200 Pages 


Over 500 
Illustrations 


Flexible, Loose- 
Leaf Cover 


Order Your Copy Today! 

You have the opportunity to Ket your copy of 
the 1933 OFFICIAL AUTO-RADIO SERVICE 
MANUAL from the first printing of which we 
have copies on hand. The Auto-Radio Service 
Manuals are selling so quickly that already an¬ 
other print order has been authorized. We urge 
you to get your copy now so that it will not be 
necessary for you to go through the summer 
without a copy of this manual. 

GERNSBACK PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 

96-98 Park Place New York, N. Y. 



MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! I 

GEKNSn.\CK rUnUCATTONS. Inc. 
96-98 P«rk Place. New Vork, N. Y. 

1 

UC-9 1 

1 

Enclosed you will find my remittance of 
me One Copy of the 1033 OFFICIAL 
.MANUAL. (Send remiitanre in check 
Wtler If it contains cash or currency.i 

J2.50 for which please .<cnd * 

AUTO RADIO SERVICE | 

or monev order. Register - 

1 

Name .-.- . .— 

1 

" .. 1 

Addrfl5^ •rnrnmmmwM . ririaiT, . . .*•» “*• 

1 

r'Oir ___ 

1 

State... 1 



4 


\ 


i 


136 


RADIO-CRAFT for SEPTEMBER, 


I 93a 


































tadioffaff 

roK The * 

Service Mftw-DEflteR-RaoioTRiciAN 

**Takes the Resistance Out of Radio’* 


Editorial Officas: 94-?8 Park Placa. New York, N. Y. 


HUGO GERNSBACK. Editor 


Vol. V, No. 3, Soptomber. 1333 


OUR CHANGING RADIO 

An Editorial by HUSO GERNSBACK 


T here is probably no industry in the whole world 
that changes so abruptly and so radically as the 
American radio industry. It is always a source of 
surprise to radio men from foreign countries who visit 
the United States and find most of their radio ideas thrown 
overboard. The American radio industry has long been 
accused of having little or no stability; because one manu¬ 
facturer, in his efforts to beat the next one, seemingly stops 
at nothing to gain his goal, provided there are a few dollars 
for him in the 6ffing. We have seen it time and again in 
the past: first when the $60.00 radio killed all those selling 
for $200.00 or more; then when the first midget killed the 
legitimate sets; and again last year when the cigarbox 
models promptly smothered what business there was left 
with the regulation midgets. 

That there will be a stop to all this, and that the radio 
industry will settle down into an unexciting butter-and- 
egg-type of business, no one believes for a minute. Prog¬ 
ress, as spelled in radio, simply does not work that way. 
Too many radio engineers are lying awake nights figuring 
out how they can steal a march on their competitors. While 
this sort of thing lasts, no one can tell what 1934 will mean 
in terms of radio. 

In our May issue we published, purely as an April Fool 
joke, our now famous (or infamous) Seven-Tube Vest 
Pocket Set. The “tubes** in this set were made from ordi¬ 
nary pilot lamps. This, at the time, looked like a good joke. 
However, the joke is now on us, because already one of the 
largest tube manufacturers has announced a real radio 
vacuum tube even smaller than a pilot lamp! We now have 
the shoe button type of tube, a number of which have al¬ 
ready been, manufactured and demonstrated at the Century 
of Progress in Chicago. Whether we will actually have 
vest pocket sets which, in turn, will do away with the cigar- 
box models, no one can foretell at this time. 

Of course, the radio industry did not wax rich on the 
cigarbox type of set, and the dollar volume for 1933 will 
be found to have fallen considerably. When you have to 
run a factory on $7.00 or $8.00 units (some sets sold even 
lower) in comparison with the midget sets which averaged 
about $30.00 or thereabouts, it needs no mathematician to 
predict the result. And, while the actual sales volume of 
these cigarbox sets was fairly large, it was not large 
enough during the depression to make up for the reduction 
in price. 

As far as these cigarbox sets are concerned, they perform 
a useful function because they give the man who wants a 
cheap set a radio, which, perhaps, he could not afford 
otherwise. But, everyone also knows that the sound qual¬ 
ity from these cigarbox sets is poor; in some sets so poor 
that voice reproduction becomes almost unintelligible at 
times. This is not the fault of the sets themselves, but lies 
in the loudspeaker. So far, because of the exceedingly small 
dimensions of the little sets, no satisfactory loudspeaker 
that gives good reproduction has been designed. It is 
conceivable that such a loudspeaker will be made in due 


time, but as yet it is non-existent. Perhaps this is a good 
thing, because after all, radio is too big an art to rely en¬ 
tirely upon cigarbox sets. 

For better results and for ease in servicing, it is neces¬ 
sary to have adequate space, and this vou can only have in 
a standard console model. Even the old type midgets were 
too crowded. One of the foremost radio set manufacturers 
never manufactured a midget because their engineers 
claimed that it was impossible to get correct sound value 
in small cabinets. 

In due time, it is believed that radio manufacturers will 
return to sanity and manufacture regulation sets that will 
be a credit the industry. While we are on that subject, 
let me mention one point which has been neglected by most 
set manufacturers. In Europe, the appearance of the av¬ 
erage American radio set brings forth smiles and guffaws 
of laughter. The European as well as the American artist 
sneers at a radio set housed in the American “Period** style 
cabinet. The artist will say, “Why should an ultra-modern 
article like a radio set be housed in a Louis Quatorze wooden 
cabinet?** The idea, he says, is incongruous, and he insists 
you might as well walk the streets today wearing a pow¬ 
dered wig and knee breeches. The effect would be identical. 

To me, the Century of Progress in Chicago, translated 
into radio terms, proved an eye-opener. When you look at 
these strikingly, and at first appearance, bizarre buildings, 
you wonder why such an architecture was used. The rea¬ 
son is very simple. Science, electricity, radio, etc., have 
transformed the world. We live today in a world entirely 
different from that of our parents and grand-parents, and 
we should think and act accordingly. To hitch up Egyptian 
art or the art of the French kings with modern progress 
is a step backward, not forward. If radio is new, as it is, 
then it should be new and modern in appearance. 

This idea first made itself felt in the cigarbox models, 
where we already have strictly modern art, and where the 
“period** abortions have been left far behind. There are 
some very striking cigarbox models which have caught 
on to the new idea; but so far, there have been hardly any 
new-art radio sets in the larger models. These are still 
preposterous stilted-leg monstrosities, and they still look 
like old-fashioned cabinets instead of expressing themselves 
in new terms. 

Here is a thought that the radio industry should embrace, 
and the quicker it does so, the quicker will it put radio 
across to the public. There are many new materials which 
lend themselves to the working out of these ideas. We 
have new plastic materials which, in combination with 
metals, will make strikingly new and modern receivers. 
Wood should not be used, or only sparingly, and the quicker 
we get away from the cabinet-looking sets, and take the 
modern Chicago architecture as a basis, the quicker the 
public will approve the idea and buy. 

Many homes in the United States are undergoing revolu¬ 
tion, and modem furniture is being installed rapidly. The 
“period** cabinet does not fit into this atmosphere, and 
should be replaced by modern designs. 











Fig. A 

A vi«w from th« msidc of a garage showing the location of the equipment. 


THE NEW 

RADIO GARAGE 
DOOR OPENER 


A commercial system tor the remote con¬ 
trol of garage doors, etc. A 100-meter 
signal radiated by a transmitter located in, 
for example, an automobile is picked up by 
a receiver and, in turn, actuates a door¬ 
opening or closing motor... A "code” pre¬ 
vents tampering or accidental operation of 
the system. 


R. D. WASHBURNE 


//r^RESTO!'’ is the ''open Sesame’" 
^^which controls the door of the 
I really modern garage. Press a 
button and, lo, the portals of your 
garage swing wide before you, lock open 
while you majestically continue your 
ride; and then, at a second press of 
the button, close and lock, whether you 
are leaving your garage or returning 
to it. We will now (with due apologies 
to the ads) disclose the “trick.” 

A radio transmitter mounted in the 
automobile transmits a short-wave sig¬ 
nal of “coded” or pre-determined dot- 
dash characteristics, when a knob on 
the instrument board is pressed. This 
signal is radiated by a one-wire an¬ 
tenna underneath the car chassis, and is 
picked up by a one-wire antenna buried 
in the driveway. The latter antenna is 
connected to a receiving set which 
“de-codes” the signal, and then oper¬ 
ates motors which control the opening. 



Fig. I 

A dingram of th« transmitter used in th« radio* 
controlled door opener. Note that the car frame 
is used as the radiating system. 


closing and locking of the garage doors. 
Literally, the system is a “radio key.” 

A display at A Century of Progress 
illustrates this procedure. An idea of 
the relative parts arrangement may be 
obtained by reference to the cover il¬ 
lustration and Fig. A. A schematic 
circuit of the radio transmitter located 
in the car is shown in Fig. 1. The re¬ 
ceiver connections are shown in Fig. 2. 
The door motor, which operates only 
when a particular set of signals is re¬ 
ceived, connects to the receiver as 
shown in Fig, 3. 

As shown in Fig, 1, a simple spark 
coil arrangement is sufficient for the 
transmitter requirements of this instal¬ 
lation. The transmission is rather broad, 
on a wavelength of 100 meters. How¬ 
ever, the field of radiation is confined 
by the body of the car almost entirely 
to an area immediately underneath the 
car, thus preventing interference on 



Fig. 2 

Diagram of fh« receiver pictured In Fig. C, 


nearby receiving sets. Such slight in¬ 
terference as may be introduced on ex¬ 
tremely sensitive receivers, or those 
operating on short waves, is of little 
consequence as the units operate ordi¬ 
narily at considerable intervals, and 
then only for about three seconds. The 
spark coil unit is contained in a water¬ 
tight case and is bolted to the under¬ 
side of the car chassis. 

The transmitter timer, shown only in 
schematic form in Fig. 1, clamps to the 
instrument board, and consists of a 
rack-and-pinion arrangement incorpor¬ 
ating a balance wheel, escapement 
wheel, hairspring, pallet lever, and a 
contact plate and contact springs. The 
rack-and-pinion mechanism is con¬ 
trolled by a plunger. 

The timer action is set at the factory 
with a combination which is different 
for every installation. It is put into op¬ 
eration by a thrust on the plunger 
which extends from the lower edge of 
the instrument board of the automobile. 
Since a similarly-coded action is in¬ 
stalled at the receiver, it is not possible 
for static, or the radiations of a trans¬ 
mitter not equipped with the same 
code, to actuate the door motor. 

In reference to the diagram of the 
transmitter, the car wiring is shown in 
dotted lines; external wiring is shown 
in heavy lines; and, internal wiring is 
shown in light lines, 

Rodio-Confrolled Gdrage Liglifsl 

It is of considerable interest to note 
that the lights inside the garage tnay 
be auto'inaticallg turned on and off by 
radio. This is accomplished by an added 
impulse in the code, which is transmit¬ 
ted only when the lights of the car are 
turned on (thus completing a section 
of the car lighting circuit which is 
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wired to the radio control system). 

The antenna w'hich connects to the 
transmitter is strung diagonally under¬ 
neath the chassis. The receiving an¬ 
tenna, about 150 ft. long, is buried a 
few inches deep in the driveway. 

The receiver must be in continuous 
operation; consequently, the amplifier 
tube, VI, shown in Fig. 2, is specially 
designed for continuous operation over 
a minimum period of 2% years. For 
testing this tube a D.C. milliammeter of 
0 to 15 ma. range is connected into cir¬ 
cuit at M; for the same purpose an A.C. 
ammeter of 0 to 2 A. range is connect¬ 
ed at A. (This tube is of the type 
developed for use in automatic train 
control equipment.) The output of VI 
actuates the de-coding mechanism, a 
set of relays and electromagnets oper¬ 
ating a pawl-and-ratchet system that ro¬ 
tates worm gears and a number of discs 
which close contacts. One receiver can 
control, at will, either side of a 2-car 
garage. The stock receiver and door 
operating units are designed to operate 
on 110 V., 60 cycles, A.C. The com¬ 
ponents are protected by a metal 
shield-can; the assembly is mounted 
inside the garage, fairly close to the 
door-operating motor. 

A split-phase motor is used in the 
door-opening and closing system, the 
circuit of which is shown in Fig. 3. In 
•his figure, heavy lines indicate exter¬ 
nal wiring. Any number of the manual 
control switches may be placed in con¬ 
venient locations. Although our major 
interest lies in the radio components, 
the action of the door control also is 
described. 

Power is transferred from the motor 
unit, when starting contact is made, to 
a latch magnet, by means of an arma¬ 
ture and spring-operated lever, releas¬ 
ing a brake and closing the main motor 
switch at the lever end. As soon as 
the electric motor reaches normal 
speed, in about one-half second, a cen¬ 
trifugal clutch engages and passes the 
motion on to a planetary differential 
which forms the main parJ of the re¬ 
lease mechanism. A pawl holds the 
ring gear fixed until the load exceeds 


a set amount, and then trips. This per¬ 
mits the ring gear to run free and the 
motor, which continues to run, is dis¬ 
connected from the driving pinion. The 
driving pinion causes the door to open 
or close. 

At the end of the door travel a cam 
shaft is automatically operated. It 
opens the main motor switch and ap¬ 
plies a brake w*hich stops the door. At 
the same time the release mechanism is 
locked by a locking lever so that any 
attempt to force the door will not trip 
the release mechanism. Also, the motor 
control switch is shifted and the motor 
prepared to operate in the reverse di¬ 
rection on the next signal; an additional 
switch for controlling the lights also is 
shifted. 

Radio control of the garage door per¬ 
mits the motorist to enter or leave his 
car under shelter, a boon when it's 
‘‘raining pitchforks," or in blizzard 
weather. Incidentally, the same princi¬ 
ples may be applied to the operation of 
doors within the home. 

The radio light control feature of 
this installation has several points of 
particular interest to the car owmer. 


As the car is driven up the driveway 
and the door-control plunger is oper¬ 
ated, the garage, driveway and yard 
are suddenly flooded with light, pro¬ 
vided the headlights of the car are 
turned on—as for night driving. A 
conveniently located switch inside the 
house makes it easy to extinguish the 
garage and yard lights in case it is de¬ 
sired to leave them turned on until the 
owmer is inside his home. This provi¬ 
sion minimizes the possibility of a ma¬ 
rauder lurking about, since all local 
areas become flooded with light. Thus, 
for a few hundred dollars the provi¬ 
dent person may possess a useful 
“magdc wand." 

Installations throughout the country 
have proved that this “unseen servant" 
is an absolutely practical mechanism 
—another effective member of the radio 
“robot" family. Whether the Service 
Man will be able to obtain this equip¬ 
ment for private installation cannot be 
definitely stated at the present time. To 
date, all “radio door" installations have 
been made only by a corps of techni¬ 
cians trained by the manufacturer of 
the system. 



Complete schematic circuit of the motor and liqht-control circuits used in this system. The output of 

the receiver works "the works." 
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LATEST RADIO 
EQUIPMENT 



Tube shield; and tube^baie connection finder (124) 


TUBE SHIELD AND TUBE-BASE CONNECTION FINDER 

THE illustration to the left shows a new type of tube 
* shield that may be termed “form fitting/' The two units 
comprise the entire shield, and are installed by placing each 
half of the shield around the tube. The ring, also shown 
in the illustration, is then snapped into the groove provided, 
and the job is finished. The long metallic strip is used 
for making connection to the shield for grounding. 

To the right of the photograph is a new tube-base con¬ 
nection finder, a handy little device in these trying times. 
It is composed of two concentric cardboard discs. To the 
right of the disc is a small window which indicates the 
type of tube whose socket connection is desired; in the 
example photographed, the tube is a 58. The remainder 
of the disc is taken up by socket holes. When the lower 
disc is turned to a tube number, the socket connections 
appear at a socket whose color corresponds to that of the 
tube number shown at the window. 


OUTPUT TRANSFORMER 

T he universal output transformer, 
shown below, is designed to meet the 
demand for a single unit that will pro¬ 
vide the correct impedance matching 
between various types of audio output 
tubes and dynamic speakers. 


! 

1 



Universal output transformer (I2S) 


GENERATOR CONTROL 

rEATUREl) below is a new device that 
L should find favor among auto-radio 
users. When installed in your car, it 
gives remote control of the charging 
rate of your battery, at will. One of 



Generator charging*rate control (I2&] 


the bugbears in car-radio sets is the 
drain on the battery. If the charging 
rate is too high, the battery will be 
ruined; similarly if the rate is too low. 
The charging rate may be easily ad¬ 
justed at will with this device. 


TUNED "AERIAL ELIMINATOR" 

H ere is a novel little device which 
may be installed on any radio re¬ 
ceiver. There is nothing “mysterious" 
about this unit—it operates on stand¬ 
ard coupling principles. Connected to 
the antenna and ground posts of the 
average radio set, it eliminates the 
need for an outdoor antenna, for gen¬ 
eral local reception; in many instances 
it even results in improved reception 
of distant stations. The ground lead 
affords the necessary pick-up. 



The tuned ‘‘aerial eliminator" (127) 


AUTO "B" UNIT 

A NEW auto “B" eliminator designed 
for auto-radio use has just been 
announced. The device is compact, 
measuring about the size of a standard 
45-volt “B" battery; it is light, weigh¬ 
ing but 6^^ pounds; it consumes 2 am¬ 
peres when delivering its rated output 
of 180 volts at 25 ma,; it is accessible, 
since the entire electrical unit may be 
removed for testing by loosening two 
nuts; and last but not least, the vibra¬ 
tor is equipped with two points instead 
of the usual single point. 

The photograph below shows the in¬ 
ternal and external views of the elimi¬ 
nator. This same company also manu¬ 
factures an “A" power control relay to 
control the “B" power unit from the 
usual switch. 




Above, external view of the "B" eliminator; below, 
an internal view of the unit. Note the size (128) 


Name of manufacturer of any device will be sent on receipt of a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Kindly give (number) in description under picture. 
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A NEW DEAL IN THE RADIO INDUSTRY 


THE LATEST TEST UNIT 

THE unit pictured below is designed 
* to operate in conjunction with any 
volt-ohm-milliammeter to form a com¬ 
plete voltage, current, and point-to- 
point resistance tester. When the volt¬ 
meter, milliammeter, or ohmmeter is 
connected to the corresponding posts 
on the test unit, voltage, current, or 
resistance between any two points may 
be measured. The unit uses no adapt¬ 
ers, except on the plug. 



The test unit (t29). 


MORE SOCKETS 

pELOW are pictured a number of new 
^ sockets suitable for various mount¬ 
ing facilities. Center, a group of harn¬ 
esses, inserted between tube sockets 
and tube in A.C.-D.C. sets to automa¬ 
tically connect the filaments for bat¬ 
teries. Adapter in upper left, hole-to- 
prong connections easily made. 



Sockets, Adapters, and harnesses (130). 



A HIGHLY organized campaign to 
find a new prosperity for the radio 
industry will be staged this summer 
and fall under the leadership of the 
R.M.A. This campaign will consist 
of two parts: (1) an intensive sales 
drive during the month of September; 
(2) and, special, spectacular broad¬ 
casting from October 2 to 7, which will 
be known as Radio Progress Week. 

The radio industry, from manu¬ 
facturer to Service Man, is right now 
bowed down with the hard times. Cut 
price competition has destroyed profits, 
and public interest in radio reception 
is at a low ebb; but the business tide 
has turned: general prices are rising, 
and public gloom is changing to con¬ 
fidence and optimism. 

There are now approximately 6,- 
750,000 homes using radio sets that 
are obsolete, and 13,000,000 homes 
that have no radio at all; but the radio 
industry cannot expect to sit back and 
let the returning prosperity pour new 
business into its lap. For every other 
industry is going to be out after these 
same dollars from the family budget. 
Automobiles, ref rigei*a tors, travel, 


REACH FOR 

THE JOY OF LIVING 


clothes, and other strong personal ap¬ 
peals will be scrambling for attention. 
It will now he a competition with other 
industries that will be out energetically 
selling the home market. 

The Rebuild Radio Prosperity Cam¬ 
paign will have two objectives: (1) to 
canvass every radio set owner and put 
his radio receiver into condition, by 
installing new tubes, parts or acces¬ 
sories, or to replace it with a new set; 
(2) to canvass prospects for sets. 

The prime objective will be to 
awaken a new popular enthusiasm for 
the present dependability of radio 
equipment, the perfection of its tone 
quality and control, and the perfec¬ 
tion of modern programs. 

Radio Progpress Week, especially, 
through the cooperation of broadcast 
studios, advertising agencies and na¬ 
tional advertisers, will pass in review 


before the public the scope, diversity 
and i*ichness of modern radio broad¬ 
casting, and create a public apprecia¬ 
tion of the dramatic part it plays in the 
life of today as a source of entertain¬ 
ment, a promoter of education, a 
liberator of thought and an influence 
for progress. In addition, regular broad¬ 
casting features of the week will be 
g^ven a Radio Progress flavor and spe¬ 
cial local programs will be arranged 
in many cities. The National Broad¬ 
casting Company and the Columbia 
Broadcasting Company have pledged 
their hearty cooperation. A colorful 
program is assured, combining those 
elements of laughter, melody, romance, 
drama, knowledge and news, with 
which radio is enriching our lives. 

This campaign will benefit the entire 
radio industry. Prepare to give it your 
complete support. 


A DECADE OF PROGRESS 

nECENTLY, there was brought to the attention of the 
editors of Radio-Craft the Rodgers Single Control 
receiver shown in the figure. Estimates place the ‘‘birth 
date*' of the instrument around 1923. It is extremely 
interesting to note that this radio set incorporates many of 
the constructional features which contributed largely to the 
success of receivers designed in the next ten years. 

Thus, this device, a product of Rodgers Radio Co., Chi¬ 
cago, Ill., exemplifies single-dial tuning, resistance-coupled 
A.F. amplification, combined off-on circuit and volume con¬ 
trol, drum-dial tuning scale, trimmer condensers, and metal 
chassis construction. 

However, unlike all present-day receivers, which use 
variable condensers of the inter-leaving-plate type, the 
broadcast receiver shown in the figure is designed to use 
three parallel-plate condensers which are ganged in a very 
novel manner. A hollow shaft extends through the center 
of the three sets of condenser plates and terminates at one 
end in a lever and dual-knob control system. By cranking 
the lever the three sets of parallel plates are slowly drawn 
together; thus, tuning the figure 8 (astatic) R.F. coils. 
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THE 2B6- 

A DUPLEX TRIODE 

Another new tube is now added to the list of power output 
tubes for radio receivers. The 2B6 described below is an 
outgrowth of the well-known Triple Twin, with all the "bugs" 
removed. See its rating, given below. A feature of "triple 
twin" design lies in the value of the output plate resistance, 
which is also the value of the output load resistance. 


L. VAN DER MEL 


I T WAS not long ago M'hen the only 
output tubes used in radio receivers 
were triodes, operated in standard 
class A circuits. The output of a 
class A arrangement is characterized 
by high quality and relatively low effi¬ 
ciency, Later, the pentode made its 
appearance. The pentode, while also 
of the class A type, has a higher power 
output and sensitivity for a given plate 
dissipation than the triode class A; but, 
unfortunately, the 
quality is inferior. 

This is inherently 
due to the mis¬ 
match of the plate 
impedance to the 
output load, in or¬ 
der to minimize the 
distortion. Its op¬ 
timum load value 
is critical and the 
harmonics rise 
very rapidly with 
changing load. 

Furthermore, the 
predo m i n a t i n g 
harmonic is third 
which, if large, be¬ 
comes disagreeable 
to the ear. Al¬ 
though pentodes 
may be connected 
in the push-pull arrangement, the dis¬ 
tortion still persists, at a somewhat 
lower level, but this system does not 
eliminate the load problems; it is em¬ 
phasized because, while the second har¬ 
monics cancel in a push-pull arrange¬ 
ment, the third and higher order odd 
harmonics add, especially at high out¬ 
puts. 

Su h tubes, however, found much 
favor among ‘‘midget^* set manufac¬ 
turers merely because they permitted 
large power outputs to be obtained with 
relatively small signal voltages. In the 
quest for additional power, class B 
tubes were designed whose main pur¬ 
pose is to provide very high power out¬ 
put. The system has no improvement 


over the pentode with respect to qual¬ 
ity, in fact in most applications it is 
worse. Due to its design complications 
(particularly the power pack require¬ 
ments) and its high cost, the system is 
not readily adaptable to receivers. 

Thus, it is seen that when one wants 
quality, the triode class A system is 
the best, while if one wants power out¬ 
put with quality as a secondary object 
the class B system should be used. For 
a happy com¬ 
promise of power, 
sensitivity, quality, 
and cost, the pen¬ 
tode has offered 
the best solution to 
the problem until 
the introduction of 
the new 2B6. The 
2B6 consists of two 
triodes, and is de¬ 
signed to provide 
high output at low 
signal voltages in 
a triode class A 
connection. Thus, 
this tube loken 
properly used, is 
capable of combine 
ing the advantages 
of the high quality 
found in triode 
class A systems snd the high power 
output characteristic of class B sys¬ 
tems, The results are obtained very 
economically. 

The schematic circuit of this tube is 
shown in Fig. 1. It is seen that a single 
heater supplies two separate cathodes, 
and that the output grid connects di¬ 
rectly to the input cathode inside the 
tube. That triode section of the tube 
into which the signal is fed is called the 
input triode, or section; while that sec¬ 
tion of the tube which feeds the speak¬ 
er is designated as the output section. 
The respective elements of each section 
are labeled accordingly. 

An examination of this circuit shows 
that the grid bias for the input section 


( 



The 2B6—an improved Triple Twin. 

is secured by the voltage drop across 
R), Since the steady plate current of 
this tube is 3 ma. and its self-biasing 
resistor has a value of 8,000 ohms, the 
steady D.C. bias is —24 volts. Note 
that this resistor has no bypass con¬ 
denser across it. Furthermore, since 
the input grid is negative with respect 
to the cathode, no power is dissipated 
in the input grid circuit. 

The output grid connects directly to 
the cathode as shown, and since the out¬ 
put cathode has a self-biasing resistor 
of 540 ohms, and since the steady D.C. 
current of the output section is 40 ma., 
the voltage drop across this resistor, 
Ri is 21.5 volts. The actual bias, with 
no signal at the input grid, therefore, 
is the difference between the voltage 
across Ro and Ri, -|-2.5 volts. With 
this small positive bias, the output grid 
takes approx 1. ma. current. When a 
signal is applied to the input section of 
the tube, an A.C. voltage is impressed 
on the output grid which, of course, 
swings this grid alternatingly more 
positive and then negative. Since the 
grid is normally a few volts positive 
more grid power is consumed when it 
goes more positive during that part of 
the cycle. In other words, more grid 
current is required. This grid power 



THE 2B6 


Heater voltage... .. 

.2.5 volts 

Heater current. 

2.25 Amp. 

INPUT SECTION 

Plate voltage 

250 volts 

Grid bias. 

.—24 volts 

Plate current 

-4 ma. 

OUTPUT SECTION 

Plate voltage . 

250 volts 

Grid bias . 

+2.5 volH 

Plato current. 

.40 ma. 

Plate resistance. .. 

5,150 ohms 

Load resistance. 

5,000 ohms 

Signal volts (r. m. $.) 

. 25 volts 

Power output 

. 4 watts 
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is automatically supplied by the action 
of the input section. The inherent 
compensating feature of this particu¬ 
lar direct coupling provides the A.C. 
voltage across Ro without distortion 
irrespective of the changing grid resi.s- 
tance of the output section. It is 
significant to note that the D.C. power 
taken by the entire tube with no signal 
is in excess of that required under 
maximum excitation. Therefore, the 
tube operates under class A condition 
and no complications in power pack 
design are necessary—standard parts 
may be used. It should also be noted 
that since the current from the input 
triode divides, part going through Ro 
and part going through the grid- 
cathode resistance of the output sec¬ 
tion, the current for determining the 
input grid bias should be measured be¬ 
tween the input cathode and R.*, not 
between input plate and “B+.” 

The resistor Ro, in addition to sup¬ 
plying the required grid bias for the in¬ 
put section, also acts as the load im¬ 
pedance of the input section and, there¬ 
fore, cannot be shunted by capacitance. 
In fact, the total load impedance of the 
first tube is the parallel combination of 
Ru and the grid impedance of the out¬ 
put section. 

A particularly significant fact is that 
although the input grid is biased to 
—24 volts, a signal of 25 volts r.m.s. is 
required to deliver the rated output of 
4 watts. Although the peak value of 
the signal applied to the tube is ap¬ 
proximately 35 volts, this grid docs not 
draw current because of the degenera¬ 
tion taking place, due to the lack of 
bypass action across Ro. This action 
may be more fully explained as follows. 

A signal of 35 volts peak is applied 
to the input section. As a consequence 



<4 

Curves showing the relation between power output 
and load resistance. 


of the plate current fluctuation, the 
A.C. voltage developed across Ro is 21 
volts. Since this voltage is in phase 
with the signal with respect to ground, 
the actual peak voltage actuating the 
input section is 35—21, or 14 volts. 
This corresponds to an effective value 
of 10 volts. Since the D.C. bias is —24 
volts, the input grid can never draw 
current. This condition is illustrated 
by the circuit of Fig. 2 in which the in¬ 
put section has been redrawn so that 
the signal is applied between input- 
grid and cathode through the .5-mf. 
condenser, rather than betw^een input 
grid and chassis as shown in Fig. 1. In 
this case, therefore, the signal voltage 
required for a power output of 4 watts 
is 10 volts, as calculated previously. 
Degeneration does not exist in the out¬ 
put section of the tube in view of the 
fact that Ri is shunted by a 25 mf. 
condenser which is more than sufficient 
to maintain a constant potential across 
the self-biasing resistor, Ri. 

Alternative Connections 
The bias voltage for the output sec¬ 
tion may be obtained in another man¬ 
ner which has the advantage of elim¬ 
inating the 25 mf. bypass condenser. 
Figure 3 shows the circuit arrangement 
which obviates the use of the bypass 
condenser. The hum level of the tube is 
so low that the hum introduced by such 
an arrangement is still a negligible 
factor. It is down —30 db which is far 
below that of more conventional out¬ 
put tubes. This circuit also has the 
additional advantage of having a 
slightly better frequency characteristic 
than that shown in Fig. 1, even though 
the 25 mf. condenser was increased, 
in test, to 50 mf. 

(Continued on page 167) 



Fig. 5 

Diftortlon vs. power output; and signal volts vs. 
power output. 



OUTPUT SECTION Ip v> Ep Curves 



PLATE VOLTAGE 

note:- twese Curves are not actuau 
perpormance Sut have merelv been drawn 

FOR. OESCR.IPTIVE PURPOSE 


Fig. h 

Plate current vs. plate voltage of the 264. 
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-VIEW LOOKING DOWN ON SOCKET- 


Fig. 8 

Socket connections. 
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CONSTRUCTING THE 

ALL-WAVE MIDGET "FOUR" 

A description of a novel midget receiver which not only 
covers the broadcast band, but the short-wave bands as 
H. G. CISIN well. A switch changes bands, from 15 to 550 meters. 


R ecently, there has been a considerable demand 
for an inexpensive A.C. receiver capable of bring¬ 
ing in short-wave as well as the regular broadcast 
stations. The All-Wave Midget ‘‘Four’' is designed 
to meet this demand. No plug-in coils are necessary, 
because of the use of a new-type all-wave coil having 
enough windings to cover the band from 15 to 550 meters. 
The complete set of windings on this new coil, including 
the tickler windings required for regeneration, take up 
less space than a single short-wave coil of the ordinary 
type covering the band 
from 15 to 80 meters. 

Description of Receiver 

This new receiver is in 
the “midget" class, being 
mounted on a chassis 8 in, 

X 5 in. X 2 in. high. It 
uses the latest type tubes 
and has plenty of “pep." 

The circuit comprises an R, 

F. stage with a 58 tube, a 
regenerative detector us¬ 
ing a 57 tube, and a 2A5 
output, power amplifier. 

All three of these tubes 
are pentodes. The 57 tube, 
with the special shield ar¬ 
rangement in the dome, 
permits a decided reduc¬ 
tion in output capacitance. 

This makes it especially 
desirable for short-wave 
operation. Moreover, its 
high transconductance, 
plate resistance, and sharp 
plate-c u r r e n t—grid-bias 
“cut-off" make it ideal 
for sensitive detection. 

Grid-leak detection is used. 

Resistance coupling to the output stage permits the 
attainment of high tone quality. Regeneration is con¬ 
trolled by means of the condenser 17. A two-gang con¬ 
denser is employed for the two tuned circuits when used 
on wave lengths from 200 to 550 meters. For short-wave 
reception, switch 4 is thrown to the upper position, cut¬ 
ting out the antenna coupler, 1; its tuning condenser, 3; 
and connecting the antenna to the control grid of the 
R. F. tube through a small special type condenser. 

Switch 13 is connected to the various sections of the 
all-wave coil, 12, permitting rapid change-over from one 
band to another. Volume is controlled by means of a 
potentiometer, 21, connected in the control-grid circuit 
of the 2A5 output tube. This latter tube is a power 
amplifier pentode of the heater-cathode type. The indi¬ 
rect heating helps to minimize hum, making this tube 
preferable to the 47 type pentode. The 2A5 tube has an 
undistorted power output of 3 watts. With the recom- 
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mended bias of 16.5 volts and a plate voltage of 250, the 
characteristic is substantially linear, resulting in a mini¬ 
mum of distortion. 

The rectifier may be of the conventional 80 type; or, 
a 5Z3 may be used in its stead. In the latter case, it 
should be kept in mind that the filament requires a cur¬ 
rent of 3 amperes, necessitating the use of a power trans¬ 
former designed for this heavy current drain. The field 
of the dynamic speaker also serves as an audio filter choke. 

The automatic line voltage control aids the attainment 

of excellent performance 
regardless of variations 
and fluctuations of the sup¬ 
ply voltage. 

Construction Details 

Socket holes and trans¬ 
former mounting holes are 
drilled in the metal sheet 
before the chassis is bent. 
After the chassis is bent, 
the five wafer-type sockets 
are mounted, four on the 
“deck," and one for the 
speaker connections at the 
rear chassis wall. The 
power transformer, 31, may 
now be mounted. 

The small condenser, 17, 
IS mounted at the right on 
the front chassis wall, 
while the volume control, 
21, is mounted at the left. 
The three switches, 4, 13, 
and 32, are also mounted 
on the front chassis wall, 
as indicated in the bottom 
view diagram. 

The chassis is now turned 
upside down and the all¬ 
wave coil, 12, is mounted as shown. The R. F. choke, 
18, is mounted next. The two “cardboard" electrolytic 
condensers, 28 and 29, are each fastened to the sides of 
the chassis by two thin metal straps; but they should not 
be put into place until most of the wiring has been com¬ 
pleted; otherwise, they will make it difficult to wire up 
certain of the socket terminals. All other parts below 
the chassis are soldered in position during the wiring. 

The chassis is again turned right-side up and the dual 
variable condenser, 3 and 8, is mounted. The two trim¬ 
mer condensei’s, 3A and 8A, are fastened to the top in¬ 
sulating support of the tuning condenser. The grid con¬ 
denser, 14, and grid leak, 15, are also fastened to the same 
insulating support. 

The set is now ready for wiring. Push-back wire should 
be used for all wiring. The filament circuits may be 
wired in first. The filaments of 5, 16, and 22 are wired 
in parallel to the 2 -volt filament winding of the power 
transformer. The center tap of this winding is grounded 
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to the chassis. If a pilot light is used, 
it should be wired to the 2i>^-volt 
winding. 

Grid circuits are wired next. Note 
that the control-grid connections of the 
53 and 57 tubes are at the caps, as 
indicated on the schematic diagram. 

The socket connections for these tubes 
are as follows; Looking dotvn on the 
socket, the two large holes are for the 
filament prongs. Then, starting from 
the left filament terminal and going 
around the socket in a clockwise direc¬ 
tion, the terminals are cathode, sup¬ 
pressor griid, screen grid, and plate, 
respectively. Note that the suppressor 
grid terminal is connected externally 
(at the socket) to the cathode term¬ 
inal. 

Looking down on the socket of the 
2A5 tube, 22, the two large holes are 
for the filament prongs. Then, start¬ 
ing from the left filament terminal 
and going around the socket in a clock¬ 
wise direction, the terminals are 
cathode, control grid, screen grid, and 
plate, respectively. In this tube, con¬ 
nection between the sup¬ 
pressor grid and the cath¬ 
ode is made within the tube. 

After the various grid 
connections are completed, 
plate circuits are wired, 
then cathodes, antenna- 
coupler primary, bypass 
condensers, power supply 
transformer to rectifier 
tube socket, and filter sys¬ 
tem. The dynamic speaker 
output transformer and 
field coil connections are 
wired to a four-prong plug, 

26, to conform to the con¬ 
nections at the socket, 25. 

Instead of using binding 
posts, antenna and ground 
connections are brought up 
from below the chassis, us¬ 
ing flexible wire. After the 
wiring is completed, the 
tubes are inserted, aerial 
and ground are connected, 
and the speaker is plugged a. under-vi.w .1 th« 
in. When current 
is turned on, the 
trimmer conden¬ 
sers are adjusted 
for maximum re¬ 
sponse on broad¬ 
cast signals. The 
set is then tested 
out on the var¬ 
ious short-wave 
bands. 

This little mid¬ 
get covers the en¬ 
tire wave band 
from 15 meters 
to 550 meters 
without changing 
coils. Hence, in 
addition to re¬ 
ceiving conven¬ 
tional broadcast¬ 
ing, it brings in 
police calls, 
trans - Atlantic 
phone calls, for¬ 
eign stations, and 


THIS ALL-WAVE 
MIDGET— 

Improvements in midget receiv¬ 
ers usually mean only a change in 
tubes. In this midget, however, 
the improvements are real—the 
receiver covers the short-wave 
bands as well as the conventional 
broadcast frequencies. 

The set is easy to construct, has 
no special parts, and represen+s 
a radical departure from the 
more conventional sets of the 
same type. 

RADIO-CRAFT is pleased to 
present this, the first, description 
of an all-wave "cigar box" re¬ 
ceiver. 


§ H 



receiver. Note the smallness of the coils and their location. 



Schematic circuit of the set. There is nothing tricky about it to confuse the constructor. 


many other classes of interesting 
short-wave transmissions. The circuit 
is regenerative for maximum sensitiv¬ 
ity. Three pentodes are employed, in¬ 
cluding the new 2A5 power output 
tube. Change-over from one wave¬ 
band to another is accomplished by 
means of a double-pole five-point 
switch, connected to a new type coil 
having a plurality of inter-connected 
windings. This set is compact, inex¬ 
pensive, and easy to build. 

List of Parts 

One .000025-mf. variable condenser, 
17; 

One dual midway variable condenser, 
.0002-mf. each section, 3, 8; 

Two Acratest trimmer condensers, 5 
to 25 mmf.. No. 2881, 3A, 8A; 

One Find-All antenna coupler, 1; 

One Find-All R. F. choke, 18; 

One Find-All all-wave R.F. coil-set 
with tickler, 12; 

One Electrad 500,000-ohm volume con¬ 
trol, type RI-203, 21; 

One Electrad Truvolt 1,500-ohni flexible 
resistor, type 2GB 1000, 6; 
One Electrad vitreous 
enameled resistor, 400 
ohms, type H-897, 24; 
One Aerovox .001-mf. mica 
condenser, type 1460, 
13A; 

One Aerovox .004-mf. mica 
condenser, type 1460, 
15A; 

One Aerovox .075-mf. car¬ 
tridge condenser, type 
281, 20; 

One Aerovox .002-mf. mica 
condenser, type 1460, 
21A; 

Two Aerovox .1-mf. car¬ 
tridge condensers, type 
281, 7, 9; 

One Aerovox .0001-mf. 
mica condenser, type 
1460, 14; 

Two Aerovox 4-mf. dry 
electrolytic condensers, 
cardboard container, type 
P5-4, 28, 29; 

One Aerovox 25- 
mf., 25 - v o 11 
cardboard dry 
e 1 e ctrolytic 
c o n de n s e r, 
type PR25-25, 
23; 

One 25,000-ohm, 
V^-watt metal¬ 
lized resistor, 
11 ; 

One 5 0 0, 0 0 0- 
ohm, %-watt 
metallized re¬ 
sistor, 14A; 
One 1 0 0,0 0 0- 
ohm, i/^-watt 
metallized re¬ 
sistor, 19; 

One 1 megohm, 
V^-watt metal- 
ized resistor, 
15; 

Two 10,000-ohm 
(Continued 
on page 167) 
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CONSTRUCTING A COMPLETE 


26-WATT DUAL CHANN 

A description of a complete portable tour stage amplifier 
for P. A. work. This system is designed to operate from 
a I 10-volt A.C. power line, or directly from a six-volt 

storage battery. 


EL P. A 
SYSTEM 

LOUIS GANCHER* 


H istory always repeats itself 
—the radio boom days of 1921 
to 1926 brought fame and 
fortune to many radio busi¬ 
ness men. Right now, a new industry 
—that of P. A. amplifier sales and 
rentals—is in its embryonic stage, and 
♦President, Coast-to-Coest Radio Corp 


the live-wire radio man will forever 
revere the fortunate day that he de¬ 
cided to enter this new industry. Its 
profit making possibilities are really 
enormous and limited only by the in- 
dividuaPs aggressiveness. 

A large number of new applications 
are found for public address systems 


in every phase of industry, and it is, 
therefore, no great wonder that many 
radio dealers and Service Men turn 
to P. A. work, which they find yields 
a much more lucrative income than 
the sale and repair of radio receivers. 

A Modern P. A. System 

The compactness of the modern P. A. 
system to be described has not im¬ 
paired its over-all efficiency, quality, or 
power output. In fact, the employ¬ 
ment of high grade components and 
the careful design and layout of the 
system has resulted in the perfection 
of a P. A. amplifier that has all the 
desirable features of a portable sys¬ 
tem, such as light weight, high output 
of good quality with fairly small tubes 
operating at relatively low plate volt¬ 
ages and an unusual overall economy 
of power consumption. 

Although present operating require¬ 
ments might only call for exclusive 
use from 110-volt A.C. li^ht sockets, 
this system is the logical one to own, 
for it enables one to secure, at any 
later date, a suitable 6-volt, storage- 
battery-operated motor generator, 
which may be bolted to the chassis in 
the space left vacant. In the same 



Fig. A 

View showing the complete System unlocked. The tuner is not shown. 
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Fig. B 

An under*view of the CoesfoTo-Coast amplifier showing the location of all parts. 


ilO V, A C 
EXCiTtH- 
XOR. 

SPEAKER. N9.1 


riELO| 


> 

Z^zzz- 



t 



_ 


1 


1 



iioy.Ac. 

Outlet 
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A block diagram of the entire system from microphone or turntable to the dual-channel output system 


manner, you can start with the motor 
generator alone, and then, later on, 
add the 110-volt A.C, Power Pack. 

However, before discussing further 
details of this system, it might be best 
to outline the series of articles to fol¬ 
low monthly. This series will describe 
at length the complete system, giving 
full constructional details on all the 
essential units that comprise a com¬ 
plete installation. 

Here is the ideal arrangement for a 
public-address system capable of meet¬ 
ing every application arising in the 
P. A. field, regardless of whether such 
applications require operation from a 
six-volt storage battery in an auto¬ 
mobile, sound truck, boat (wherever 
110 volts A.C. is not available) or 
from any commercial 110-volt A.C. 
power line. Another exclusive feature 
incorporated in the design of this 
highly efficient system provides for the 
ifimple and rapid change-over from any 
one of the sources mentioned previous¬ 
ly to any other. 

Portable Inter-Locking Feature 

The unique method of housing the 
individual units that comprise the com¬ 
plete P. A, System is meeting the ap¬ 
proval of all P. A. Engineers, and is 
shown in Figs. A, B, and C. From Fig. 
C, it is clear that, inasmuch as each 
portable case and associated cover is 
exactly identical in size, and as the 
snap-on draw bolts and catches are all 
fastened to each case in identical posi¬ 
tions, it is possible to “nest” or “inter¬ 
lock” any one, two, three, etc. cases 
together, thereby simplifying the 
carrying around of complete systems. 
Obviously, tw^o men are required to 
conveniently carry three or more 
amplifier units. 

Separately removable handles are 
another feature. The illustration of 
Fig. C clearly shows how a complete 
amplifier system—composed of the 
amplifier, phono, turn-table, and two 
speakers—are inter-locked into one 
unified, easily transported compact 
unit. The three great advantages of¬ 
fered by this system are: 

(1) Ability to change the size of 
the system to suit any particular 
method of transportation. Thus the 
entire outfit may be interlocked into 
one unified case (as illustrated) for 
auto use; or, it may be interlocked in 
groups of two or three cases for carry¬ 
ing by hand; 

(2) Each of the P. A. components, 
ordinarily housed in a separate case, 
may be separately removed and placed 
at some remote point to effect proper 
sound distribution or to provide for the 
control of the complete system from 
any strategic position. In fact, the 
most difficult of P. A. installations are 
easily handled by this system; 

(3) Each of the varied units may be 
built, or purchased, separately to meet 
present requirements, with the assur¬ 
ance that regardless of when additional 
units are built or pur?hased, the entire 
system will retain both its unified con¬ 
struction and all of its portable fea¬ 
tures. The covers of the individual 


cases also retain the valuable inter¬ 
locking feature and may, in themselves, 
be employed in pairs, forming a versa¬ 
tile-purpose carrying case for housing 
records, cables, etc. 

Described in this article is the univer¬ 
sally-operated, power amplifier deliver¬ 
ing up to 26 watts of audio output. In 
the second article completing this 
series (scheduled to appear in next 
month’s issue), there will be described 
the dynamic speakers equipped with 
dual fields, permitting 6 volt D.C. and 
110-volt A.C. operation; there will also 
be described the separately-removable 
input “mixer” control box as well as 
the 110-volt A.C. exciter, which per¬ 
mits operation of the 6 volt D.C. 
phono, motor from both sources of 
current. The universally-operated 6- 
volt D.C. and 110-volt A.C. super¬ 
heterodyne receiver will also be fully 


described. This tuner represents an 
advanced design, incorporating such 
improvements as automatic volume 
control, inter-station noise suppression, 
visual meter tuning, push-pull power 
detection, 10 k.c. tuning separation, 
four-gang oscillator “tracker,” band 
pass pre-selection, and has a sensitivity 
better than 1 microvolt per meter. 

The introduction of the twin class 
B, 53 tube has heralded the advent of 
economically operated amplifier sys¬ 
tems, wherein the plate requirements 
are low enough to permit the use of 
low drain D.C. motor generators. 
Heretofore, the only other class B tube 
that was capable of producing 26 
watts were two 59’s, requiring 450 
volts of “B,” at 125 ma. Compare 
that to the 53 tube, two of which also 
(Continued on page 170) 
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THE DESIGN PRINCIPLES OF AN 

ALL-PURPOSE TESTER 


This article is a bit different from the average run of tester articles in 
that the author describes the electrical details of a commercial instru¬ 
ment. This article will give you an idea of how the brain of a chief 

engineer works. 


P ROFESSIONAL radiomen are 
always interested in professional 
equipment, and there is no test¬ 
ing equipment as professional in 
appearance as that which incorporates 
all of the essential testing elements 
in one compact design; such a tester 
may be conveniently carried into cus¬ 
tomers* homes for preliminary tests, 
or used in laboratories for the de¬ 
tailed testing procedure required for 
effecting necessary repairs and adjust¬ 
ments, It is the purpose of this dis¬ 
cussion to outline the design principles 
of a modern tester which completely 
fulfills these desirable requirements. 

The rapid changes in the tube and 
circuit designs involved in new radio 
developments have made it necessary 
that the design engineers of radio 
testers anticipate such changes as far 
as possible by designing equipment 
which is readily adaptable to new test¬ 
ing procedure. This has resulted in 
the development of the new ‘Tree 
reference** point-to-point system of 
current, potential, and resistance an¬ 
alyses and tube testing, so that the 
professional radioman naturally asks 
whether or not the new equipment 
which is offered to him enables com¬ 
plete “free reference** tests. 

Description of the Tester 
This new portable laboratory is so 
designed that any circuit may be used 
for reference purposes for potential 
or resistance analyses or for tube test¬ 
ing from the sockets of operative 
radio sets by the operation of plainly- 
marked switches which are designed 
especially for this tester. 

The principles of the “free refer¬ 
ence** system of point-to-point analy¬ 
ses through an analyzing cable may be 
compared to the principles of the 
modern telephone switchboard through 
which any subscriber may be connected 
with any other subscriber, and which 
is easily adaptable to changes in the 
list of subscribers. The fundamental 
switchboard principles are practically 
the same whether the connections be 
made manually or by dialing switches. 
The portable laboratory, which is the 

*Chief Ensrineer, Supreme Instruments CorP. 
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Fig, I 

Fundamental elements of the meter circuit used in 
the new tester. 
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Fig. 2 

Circuit of the ohmmeter ranges for values to be 
measured above 500 ohms. 



Fig, 3 

Circuit of the meter movement with the rectifier 
included. 


subject of this discussion is, funda¬ 
mentally, a miniature switchboard to 
which all of the circuits of a radio 
tube socket are extended for any de¬ 
sired measurement by connections 
made with plainly-marked rotary 
switches of a special circuit-breaking 
type, so that it is not necessary to dis¬ 
mantle the radio chassis as is the case 
when the usual point-to-point tester is 
used. 


FLOYD FAUSETT* 


While the condition of radio tubes 
may be easily checked with this tester 
from the tube sockets of operative 
radio sets, provisions are made for 
testing tubes with separate A.C. power 
supply potentials on a meter which 
is provided with a colored quality dial 
divided for “Bad,** “Doubtful,** and 
“Good** classifications. This meter is 
associated with a new circuit which 
eliminates the necessity of a “bucking 
current** rectifier, so that the meter 
needle cannot back violently off-scale 
when a tube is removed from a tube 
testing socket before the tester is 
turned “Off.** This arrangement per¬ 
mits the radioman*s customers to ob¬ 
serve the meter indications of tube 
conditions in terms which they can 
understand, instead of referring to a 
chart of electrical terms which the 
customers cannot understand. The 
test indications are based on the prin¬ 
ciples of the well-known transconduc¬ 
tance (or mutual conductance) char¬ 
acteristics of amplifier tubes, and pro¬ 
visions are included for indicating 
shorted elements, against which the 
tube testing meter is fully protected. 

In addition to the usual tube test¬ 
ing provisions, a special cathode-heater 
leakage testing circuit is incorporated 
in this tester. The usual “cathode- 
heater short test** is inadequate for 
practical requirements because it is 
seldom found that the resistance be¬ 
tween the cathode and heater elements 
is low enough to be indicated by such 
tests. It has, therefore, been found 
advisable to develop a sensitive meter¬ 
ing circuit for indicating leakages as 
well as shorted conditions between the 
cathode and heater elements. The 
fundamental elements of this testing 
circuit are shown in Fig. lA. 

The milliammeter which is used for 
tube testing is also used, in conjunc¬ 
tion with a small flashlight battery, 
for a low resistance-measuring range 
up to 500 ohms, so that the meter 
needle will be deflected about half 
scale when measuring a 15-ohm re¬ 
sistor. A resistor of unknown value, 
when measured on this range, is con¬ 
nected as a shunt to the meter, so 
that the resistance calibrations range 
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This "laboratory," the new Supreme Master AAA-I tester, permits "free reference" or point-to-point tests. 



from zero on the left end of the scale 
to a maximum on the right end of the 
scale. The circuit for the 0 to 500- 
ohm range is shown in Fig. IB. 

A circuit diagram of the ohmmeter 
ranges above 500 ohms is shown in 
Fig. 2. It will be observed that un- j 
known resistors to be measured are to i 
be connected in series with the ohm- i 
meter circuits, so that the meter cali? 1 
bration for the ‘‘OHMS” scale reads j 
from zero at full-scale deflection to a 
maximum at the left end of the scale. 
The variable ohmmeter, zero-adjust¬ 
ment rheostats for both meters are 
mounted on a single shaft, so that one 
control knob serves to adjust the ohm¬ 
meter functions of both meters. 
The 0/500/5,000/50,000/500,000-ohm 
ranges are powered by a small 4.5- 
volt flashlight battery contained in the 
tester. The 0/5/25-megohm ranges 
are operated from the A.C. power sup¬ 
ply system through a rectifier tube in¬ 
serted in one of the panel sockets dur¬ 
ing the test. The ohmi.ieter ranges 
are selected by a simple switching ar¬ 
rangement and may be applied 
through the analyzer cable to radio 
circuits without the necessity of using 
test leads or jumpers. The higher 
ohmmeter ranges are about five times 
as high as those obtainable with a 
meter of one milliampere sensitivity. 
The meter employed for these higher 
ranges has a sensitivity resistance of 
approximately 3,000-ohms-per-volt. 

A meter of high sensitivity is re¬ 
quired for effecting the necessary com¬ 
pensation of crystalline rectifier char¬ 
acteristics for current, capacity, and 
potential measurements. The meter 
employed in this tester has a full-scale 
sensitivity of about 320 microamperes, 
which is less than one-third of a mil¬ 
liampere. The meter movement is 
shunted for D.C. measurements so 
that the full-scale sensitivity becomes 
400 microamperes. Part of the re¬ 
sistance connected in series with the 
meter movement is composed of an 
alloy which has a temperature coef¬ 
ficient opposite that of the rectifier, 
so as to “balance out,” or compen¬ 
sate, the effect of temperature varia¬ 
tions on the rectifier. 

A study of Fig. 3 will show that 
the total resistance of the meter move¬ 
ment combined with that of the recti¬ 
fier and two series resistors is 5,000 
ohms. A divided, or tapped, 3,333- 
ohm shunt resistor reduces the effec¬ 
tive meter resistance to a value of 
2,000 ohms. The current then re¬ 
quired for full-scale sensitivity is one 
milliampere, so that the multiplier re¬ 
sistors must have a resistance of 1,000- 
ohms-per-volt. 

By the use of a very sensitive high 
resistance meter circuit, the resistance 
variations of the rectifier, owing to 
temperature and current density va¬ 
riations, are made a comparatively 
negligible factor when compared to 
the total resistance values of the met¬ 
er circuits. This circuitual arrange¬ 
ment enables a universal single-scale 
calibration of the meter for A.C. and 


D.C. potential and current measure¬ 
ments, in ranges of 0/2.5/10/25/100/- 
250 milliamperes and 2.5 amperes, 
and 0/2.5/10/25/100/250/1,000 and 
2,500 volts. The meter ranges which 
are used in radio tube socket analyses 
are selected by a multi-gang rotary 
switch, one gang being used for cur¬ 
rent ranges and one for voltages. 

The Multimeter 

The sensitive Multimeter is ideally 
suited for output measurements, and 
provisions are made for such meas¬ 
urements without the use of trouble¬ 
some output adapters which are dif¬ 
ficult to attach to tubes in close-fitting 
shields. Output measurements are 
accomplished by inserting the analyzer 
plug into one of the power output tube 
sockets and setting a switch for out¬ 
put indications. Output measurements 
may be made within any of six ranges. 

The 3,333-ohm shunt resistor of the 
Multimeter is also tapped for three ca¬ 
pacity-measuring ranges of 0/0.01/- 
1.0/10 microfarads for direct read- 
ingrs on the 100-scale of the meter. 
These taps are not indicated in Fig. 
3. The capacity measurements are 
made in series with the ordinary A.C. 
power supply system. In addition to 
these facilities for measuring the ca¬ 


pacity of paper capacitors, provisions 
are made for applying the 250-volt 
D.C. output potential of the tester for 
measuring the leakage current of elec¬ 
trolytic and paper capacitors, so that 
such capacitors can be discarded when 
the leakage current exceeds one milli¬ 
ampere per rated microfarad. The 
arrangement whereby capacitive val¬ 
ues are directly indicated on a meter 
scale which is also used for A.C. and 
D.C. potential and current measure¬ 
ments is unique in radio tester de¬ 
signs, as no separate chart is required. 

The Oscillator 

The oscillator circuits of this tester 
are shown in Fig. 4, and are tuned 
by a tap switch arrangement so that 
calibration charts are not required, 
the frequency values being marked on 
the panel. Eleven fundamental fre¬ 
quencies between 130 and 1,8V 5 kilo¬ 
cycles are provided, with a tuning 
signal in each of the 20-meter, 40- 
meter and 80-meter short-wave bands. 
The oscillator may be operated with 
either A.C. or D.C. power supply, and 
is completely shielded with a variable 
output attenuator. 

When operated with A.C. power 
supply, 100% modulation is auto- 
(Contimted on page 17S) 
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QUALITY IN 
AUDIO AMPLIFIERS 

The author describes below a novel audio amplifier, used in a commercial receiver, which 
makes use of the new 2B6, described elsewhere In this issue. Two output tubes are used, 

each feeding into a separate audio channel. 


W. H. HOLLISTER* 


I T IS an underlying trait in human 
nature to follow the common herd. 
Radio manufacturers are today so 
busily engaged in imitating each 
other that it is not surprising that the 
average radio set, instead of being the 
marvelous musical instrument it should 
be, has degenerated into a “cigar box,“ 
which cannot cover the eight and a half 
octaves that are possible in the audio 
spectrum, and that are necessary for 
the production of good music. 

Manufacturers who once took pride 
in the quality and tone of their prod¬ 
ucts hang their heads in shame as they 
look at the red figures on their books 
after a year in competition with “cigar 
box“ manufacturers. 

This tendency toward extreme econ¬ 
omy and small size has brought about 
a rapid development in the tube art. 
Tubes having tremendous amplification 
at R.F. and I.F. have been developed, 
but practically little or nothing has 
been done toward the development of 
tubes for the audio end of the set. 
The commonly used pentode is famous 
for its high distortion, but is used be¬ 
cause of its high gain. The distortion 
is not so noticeable when the frequency 
range covered by the small speaker 
and baffle area is only about 25 per 
cent of that possible; but when used 
with a large, well designed speaker and 
baffle, the objectionable harmonics 
make its use prohibitive. 


•President* Lincoln Radio Corp. 


Lincoln, like other custom-built sets, 
has been catering to the appeal of the 
exclusive who want the best in music 
and DX. The audio system is the best 
that the design of present-day tubes 
makes possible. However, an ever in¬ 
creasing number of inquiries and re¬ 
quests for something new and better 
in sound effects and tone led Lincoln 
engineers to search further for the un¬ 
usual and exceptional in tonal repro¬ 
duction. This search extended over 
the greater part of the last year, and 
has finally terminated in the develop¬ 
ment of the new Bin-aural Duo-channel 
audio system. This is not a trick name 
designed to arouse your curiosity; 
rather, it is an exact description of 
what this system accomplishes: “Bin- 
aural“ means to hear from two direc¬ 
tions, and “Duo-channel,'* as its name 
implies, means two channels. 

However, the outstanding feature of 
this new system lies in the use of a new 
super-power output tube, which deliv¬ 
ers four watts at less than five per 
cent distortion. The realization of this 
new Bin-aural Duo-channel audio sys¬ 
tem was made possible largely through 
the use of this new output tube, the 
2B6. A study of its characteristics 
will indicate why this is the case. 
(See article on this tube elsewhere in 
this issue.— Editor) First of all, at 
least four watts output was required; 
second, triode quality was imperative; 
third, a greater power sensitivity than 
was possible with any existing triodes 


was necessary in order to eliminate ‘ 
additional stages of amplification with 
their attendant distortion. 

A quick summary of the existing 
tubes will indicate their shortcomings. 
The type 45 tube in class A delivers 
only 1.6 w’atts, and 35 r.m.s. volts 
must be applied to the grid for this 
power; it is evident that the power 
sensitivity is low and additional stages 
would be required. The type 50 tube, 
of course, was not considered because 
of the high plate voltages necessary 
for its operation, which would make 
necessary the use of expensive trans¬ 
formers, condensers, and rectifier tubes, 
so that the list price would become al¬ 
most prohibitive; then, too, the power 
sensitivity is low, requiring 60 r.m.s- 
volts applied to the grid to secure the 
rated power output. The new 2A3 was 
also tried out and discarded because 
of its internal construction, having a 
multiple filament; furthermore, it re¬ 
quires 42 r.m.s. volts for rated output, 
and has a very high plate current—60 
ma. This tube is rated at 3.5 watts. 

A study of the characteristics of the 
new 2B6 tube will plainly indicate why 
it is superior in every way and why it 
was selected: rated watts output. 4 
watts; total plate current, 44 ma.; 
r.m.s. input volts to the grid to secure 
rated watts output, 24; plate volt¬ 
age, 250; plate battery, 274 volts; per 
cent distortion, less than 5 per cent. 
By less than 5 per ceyit, we mean that 
at only 4 watts does the distortion be¬ 
come 5 per cent, and that at less than 
4 wattSf the distortion is less than 3 
per cetft. 

Using the 266 

The study of Figs. 1 and 2 will 
plainly indicate just how this tube is 
used in two different circuits. In Fig. 

1 the two type 56 tubes are connected 
in parallel to increase their power 
handling capacity and, also, to reduce 
their plate impedance which is nor¬ 
mally quite high. This latter adds 
very materially in the transformer de¬ 
sign for low frequency response. The 
push-pull input transformer, Tl, is a 
specially designed transformer having 
the rising characteristic from 20 to 
4,000 cycles, as shown in the figure. It 
is extremely good at low and high 
frequencies. The high-frequency rise 
compensates for the extreme selectivity 
of the Lincoln receiver. Incorporated 



Fig. I ^ 

A circuit illuitrating on* manner in which fh* 2B( tubei fn*y b* ui*d. 
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in the volume control is a low-fre¬ 
quency compensator to make up for the 
deficiency of the ear on low frequencies 
at low volume. The high frequency 
cut off at 1,500 cycles eliminates noise, 
hiss, etc. 

This is a big improvement over the 
standard design, but by no means com¬ 
pares with the new Bin-aural Duo- 
channel system which is shown in Fig. 
2. Reference to Fig. 2 will show how 
the two channels split at the detector 
plate circuit into a high and low chan¬ 
nel, being roughly divided at a thou¬ 
sand cycles, which is the apex of the 
average ear-pressure curve. Each of 
these channels operate directly into its 
own speaker, and each speaker is de¬ 
signed for the best reproduction of the 
frequencies above and below a thousand 
cycles in their respective channels. If 
can readily be scew, therefore^ that ex¬ 
act adjustment of the bass or treble 
may be secured for any ear under any 
condifionSt as the entire level above or 
below a thousand cycles is raised or 
lowered at the ivill of the operator. 
Many startling and beautiful effects 
may be secured by the placing of the 
bass and treble speakers in different 
locations in a room so that a spread, 
diffused, or orchestral effect is secured; 
the sound coming from two different 
directions and in the two different 
halves of the frequency spectrum creat¬ 
ing a naturalness not heretofore pos¬ 
sible. Likewise, it has a wide applica¬ 
tion in the tuning of short waves, as 
excessive noise or interference may be 
diminished by reduction of the high- 
frequency range. 

A strange paradox exists today. 
Broadcast studio managers bend every 
effort for the production of the entire 
audio-frequency spectrum, and their 
use of the highest type of orchestra 
and vocalists seems to be an empty 
gesture when one views the “two by 
four” boxes now displayed as receivers. 

It has long been Lincoln’s belief that 
music is more necessary and lasting 


TRIODE CLASS A AUDIO SYSTEMS 

Many a 9ood receiver was made obsolete when the pentode and class B tubes 
were ftrst announced. They were made obsolete simply because new tubes were 
available, and not because the new tubes made reception any better. During the 
past few months many reputable manufacturers have returned to the trlode, class A 
systems, and have discarded entirely the pentode and class B output tubes. 

The general censensus of opinion among these manufacturers Is that pentodes 
are good where high power/sensItIvity Is desired; class B systems where economical 
operation, such as In portable sets. Is required; and trlode, class A audio systems 
where high quality Is essential. 

This article by Mr. Hollister treats the audio system used In his latest receiver, 
and Is self-explanatory. 


and fundamental than any other con- eign broadcasts, but how? Of what 
tribution. As one well-known engineer use is any receiver if the reproduction 
so aptly states: “It is no trick to de- produced by its operation is not enjoy- 
sign a receiver which will receive for- able?” 



GftAPM Showing APPHOXiMAreuv 
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10 100 XfiOO 10.000 100.000 
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Fig. 2 


A circuit superior to that of Fig, I, and which is adaptable to twin-speaker operation. 

adjusted to suit the selectivity of the R. F. stages. 


The response i$ 


FEATURES OF A MODERN 50 KW. STATION 


THE General Electric Company is installing at South 
* Schenectady, N. Y., one of the most modern 50 kw. broad¬ 
cast transmitters in the United States. This transmitter 
is designed for improved operating characteristics particu¬ 
larly as regards frequency stability, quality of transmis¬ 
sion and continuity of operation. Many of these improve¬ 
ments are being incorporated as a result of the company’s 
experience in operating and maintaining broadcast trans¬ 
mitters for the past ten years. The company also has wide 
experience in the commercial field. This experience has 
been continually used as a basis for continued improve¬ 
ments up to the present time. It has been the company’s 
policy to incorporate new design features at WGY for 
thorough operating tests under actual service conditions 
before such features are included in commercial transmit¬ 
ters. This policy has been applied to the new transmitter 
and it is confidently expected that many important improve¬ 
ments will result. 

It may be interesting to follow the audio signals which 
are sent out from the studio for transmission to the radio 
audience. 

These signals consist of electric currents similar to those 


transmitted by the service telephone excepting that the fre¬ 
quencies present include those in the approximate range 
from 30 to 10,000 cycles. The signals arrive at the trans¬ 
mitter building via a telephone wire line which is specially 
adjusted and balanced to permit the transmission of all 
these frequencies without discrimination. This is necessary 
to insure that the full range of essential frequencies is 
made available to the radio audience. 

At the transmitter building the signals are sent to the 
transmitter control room where audio control, metering and 
amplifying apparatus is located. Here the signal is ampli¬ 
fied to compensate for the losses sustained in the telephone 
line and sent on to the transmitter proper. 

The signals next pass through a power amplifier to 
first stage of which employs a 50 watt tube. The sec¬ 
ond stage consists of two 250 watt tubes operating in 
push-pull. After passing through this stage, the audio 
signals attain a voltage level equivalent to ten times the 
voltage of the ordinary lighting circuit. The power 
developed is greater than that required to operate 
three ordinary radio receivers. In the above audio 
(Continued on page 174) 
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NEW ADAPTERS 

FOR MODERNIZING 
RADIO EQUIPMENT 

In view of the availability of aciapter "blanks,” there are de¬ 
scribed below twenty-two new adapters especially useful 
for using and testing new tubes in old sets and test instru¬ 
ments. 


F. L SPRAYBERRY* 


E very time the Service Man 
changes his testing equipment, or 
obtains the required number of 
adapters, along comes another 
flock of new tubes to be dealt with. As 
one Service Man has expressed it, his 
test equipment is ‘‘just one piece of ap- 
uaratus that is never paid for'*—in¬ 
stallments are always due in the form 
of adapters and other additions to the 
test apparatus. However much new 
tubes may be needed by the set indus¬ 
try, to the Service Man they are just 
another evil. To the writer, therefore, 
it seems that the only thing to do is to 
make the best of conditions, and keep 
our test equipment up to date in the 
most convenient and inexpensive man¬ 
ner, 

A series of articles by the writer, 
on the subject of adapters, appeared in 
the October, November, December, 
1932, and January, 1933, issues of 
Radio-Craft. The purpose of those ar¬ 
ticles was to help the Service Man 
choose the adapters for his test equip¬ 
ment so that tests might be made on 
new tubes and circuits. The present 
article is intended to cover some of the 
more recent adapters which permit the 
use and test of the new tubes in old 
receiver circuits and test equipment. 
We suggest that you read this article 
through carefully, if you are interested 
in keeping your equipment modem. 

•Sprayberry Radio Data Sheets 


New Set Adapters 

Now, for some of the very latest 
adapters. No. 9G1T, Fig. 1, is a unit 
which Service Men have long wanted. 
It permits an oscillator, microphone, 
phono pickup, etc., to be connected in 
series with the control-grid circuit of 
a screen-grid tube. To use this adap¬ 
ter, remove the CG clip from tube and 
attach to CG stud on adapter. Then, 
place the adapter CG clip on CG of 
tube. Finally, connect microphone, 
pickup or other device to the phone tip 
connections on adapter. 

So much for a “convenience" adap¬ 
ter. We will now describe a few adap¬ 
ters that the Service Man may use in 
demonstrating to a set owner the actual 
improvement which may be effected in 
his receiver by incorporating one or 
more of the new types of tubes. 

No. 964KSPR, Fig. 2, permits the 
use of a 2A5 tube in a 45 socket. Place 
adapter in the 45 socket of the receiver 
and then place tube in adapter. After 
this, you are ready to use the 2A5 tube 
in place of a 45. 

No. 965GKR, Fig. 3, permits the use 
of a 2A5 tube in a 47 socket. 

No. 974GGR, Fig, 4, permits the use 
of a 59 tube in a 45 socket. Remove 
45 tube from socket and insert adapter 
in socket of receiver. Then place 59 
tube in adapter and operate the re¬ 
ceiver in the usual manner. 

No. 975KSPR, Fig. 5, may be used 
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ADAPTERS 

We suppose that everyone knows of the new tubes and cir¬ 
cuits that have appeared during the past few months. "What 
shall I do with my test equipment?" is the cry. Of course, if 
you can afford it, buy new ones; but if the wolf has been mak¬ 
ing scratches on your already dull door, then use adapters. 


in any receiver to replace the 47 tube 
with a 59 tube. The adapter is in¬ 
serted in the 47 socket and the 59 tube 
placed in adapter. This adapter has 
the correct center-tap filament connec¬ 
tion taken from the cathode circuit so 
that bias is automatically provided. 

While these power tubes may im¬ 
prove the quality or volume of repro¬ 
duction in older set models, the Service 
Man is primarily interested in means 
for determining the relative worth of 
vacuum tubes. The following descrip¬ 
tions of new adapters for test purposes, 
therefore, are given. 

No. 950TR, Fig. 6, may be used to 
bring any old tube tester up to date. 
The only requirement is that the tube 
tester must have a socket regularly 
used to test the type 24 tube. This 
unique adapter incorporates a trans¬ 
former winding and three ‘‘composite^" 
sockets. These sockets are made so as 
to take four- five and six-prong tubes. 
The table given below lists the tubes 
that can be tested in sockets A, B and 
C of the adapter. 

Table A 


Table B 


Type Tube 
A22 . 

14 ... 

291 . 


Fil. Volts 

.15 

.14 

.12.G 


Type Tube 

Fil. Volts 

AE . 


A26 . 

.15 

A28 . . 

.. .15 

A30 . 

. .15 

A32 . 

.15 

A40 . 

.. .15 

A48 . 

.15 

17 . 

.14 

18 .. 

.14 

43 . 

.25 

48 . 

.30 

272A . 

..10 

RAl . 

.15 


Table C 

Type Tube Fil. Volts 

HZ50 . 12.G 

12Z3 12.6 

25Z3 . . 25 

25Z5 . .25 

262A ..10 

96 . .10 

Testing New Tubes 

No. 964GL, Fig. 7, is used to test 
the 2A6, 55, 75 and 85 tubes in almost 
any type of tube tester which has pro¬ 
visions for testing the 45 or 50 type 
tubes. This adapter tests the triode 
section; it is rarely necessary to check 
the diode section. When testing the 
2A6 or 55 tube, place adapter in the 
45 socket and connect the control-grid 
leads. When testing the 75 or 85 tubes, 
place adapter in the 10 or 50 socket 
and connect the control-grid leads. 

No. 975-AB7, Fig. 8, is used to test 
the 2A7 and 2B7 in the 24 socket of 
tube testers. This adapter will also 
test the 6A7 and 6B7 in tube testers 
employing a 36 socket. Place adapter 
in proper socket and test tube in the 
usual manner. 

No. .975-6F7, Fig. 9, is used to test 
the 6F7 tube in the 36 socket of any 
tube tester. Place adapter in the 3^ 
socket and make tests as if you were 
testing a 36 tube. Make sure that the 
control-grid circuit of the adapter is 
correctly connected before tests are 
made on the tube. 

(Continued on page 175) 
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DESIGNING AND CONSTRUCTING 

DIRECT-COUPLED A. F. AMPLIFIERS 


This article is the second, and final, of the series giving 
PART II complete theoretical and constructional details of direct- 

coupled amplifiers. 

> 



I N last month^s issue of Radio-Craft 
we touched briefly upon the construc¬ 
tion of a two stage amplifier and 
gave enough details of the calcula¬ 
tions to enable anyone to design his own 
particular amplifier. It was remarked, 
at that time, that the two stage ampli¬ 
fier had too small a voltage gain to have 
extensive uses, and that the plain, three 
or more stage circuit had drawbacks 
which limited its applications with or¬ 
dinary materials. Therefore, this arti¬ 
cle will touch upon more elaborate 
types which give high gain and output 
without demanding other than standard 
components in universal use today. 

In order to derive the benefits of mul¬ 
ti-stages without resorting to special 
apparatus in the voltage supply—which 
would mean high cost and possibly 
trouble—a double powered amplifier 
was developed, as shown in Fig. 4. By 
using this method, the number of 
stages may be extended indefinitely 
without relying upon excessively high 
potentials; in addition, it does away 
with some of the bias bypass condens¬ 
ers, which naturally results in an addi¬ 
tional advantage—better tone quality. 
The layout of Fig. 4 is the one pre¬ 
ferred for all receivers, including tele¬ 
vision. Outside of the power units, 
there is only one audio bypass condens¬ 
er employed. This gives the lower fre¬ 
quencies a chance to show themselves, 
and their strength and clarity are 
amazing. Yet, there is absolutely no 
trace of the hollow barrel effect usually 
associated with receivers that produce 
the lower notes by artificial tone con¬ 
trol methods. 

For Service Men or others who desire 
to remodel old receivers whose tuning 
units are satisfactory, the layout of 
Fig. 4 is especially convenient. It per¬ 
mits the use of practically all the parts 
in the receiver, and only requires the 
addition of a power transformer, a filter 
choke, and two filter condensers. Be¬ 
cause the power stage requires but 
250 volts, the 50-volt bias being ob¬ 
tained from the first power unit, and 
because the current drain is small, the 
power transformer may be of any of 
the now obsolete types. They all have 
a 2 -volt filament winding which is 
suitable for the 45. 

The second audio stage (a 27 or 56) 
requires a separate filament winding 
since the filament is at a much higher 
potential than ground. If the filament 


of the first-audio socket in the receiver 
is not individually wired, the power 
tube winding is usually adaptable, pro¬ 
vided that a 45 tube is used. In case 
5-volt filaments are used, the voltage 
may be dropped to 2\^ volts by suitable 
resistors or, if the winding is center 
tapped, one-half of it may be used. 

As a general rule, any audio trans¬ 
formers in the receiver may be used as 
audio chokes in the revamped set. The 
primaries and secondaries should be 
wired in series to obtain the best re¬ 
sults. It is preferable, however, to use 
good audio chokes if the added expense 
is not objectionable. 

The removal of the heavy drain of 
the power tubes from the tuner power 
pack will necessitate readjustments of 
the voltages. In some cases, particu¬ 
larly those where the power section and 
speaker are separate from the tuner, it 
may be advisable to use the new power 
supply for the tuning section and to re¬ 
tain the power section of the set as it 
stands. A few changes are necessary 
to adapt such a unit for its new pur¬ 
pose. 

Whatever voltage supply is used for 
the tuner, it must be capable of giving 
a fairly high potential, since VI and 
V2 derive their operating voltages, in 
addition to the bias for V3. 300 

volts is usually sufficient for this pur¬ 
pose. As 50 volts are required for V3, 
this leaves 250 volts to be divided be¬ 
tween VI and V2, Inasmuch as the tri- 
ode half of the 55 is diode biased, 90 
volts on its plate will tend to accommo¬ 
date the inequalities of bias and give 
better results than if the maximum po¬ 
tential were used. This will leave some 


160 volts for V2 of which about ten 
will be required for its bias. 

For those desiring a straight ampli¬ 
fier of the type in Fig, 4, for P. A. sys¬ 
tems, phonographs, and the like, the 
only changes are in the first stage 
where the proper tube is substituted 
for the 55 and means for its bias taken 
care of as explained previously. If four 
stages are wanted, the second power 
section can be designed to accommodate 
another tube between V2 and V3. The 
effect is, in general, that of two, two 
stage amplifiers placed in series. 

It must always be remembered that 
the second power unit is at a very high 
potential above ground and its parts 
must be insulated from the tuner chas¬ 
sis, or first section. For this reason, 
it is always preferable to build it as an 
individual unit in conjunction with the 
power tube and speaker. 

The fact that a bleeder current flows 
through the series of resistances in Fig. 
4 does not complicate the calculations 
to any extent. The only requirement 
is to add the desired bleeder current to 
the normal tube currents in each case. 
In Fig. 4, a bleeder current of 10 ma, 
was used in the calculations. The 5 
ma. of V2 and the 10 ma. bleeder cur¬ 
rent thus flow through Rl, while only 
10 ma, passes through R2. V3, of 

course, has no bearing on any of the 
current flows, being an entirely sepa¬ 
rate unit. 

Choke 2 of Fig, 4 may be mounted on 
either unit, depending entirely on me¬ 
chanical convenience. However, three 
lead wires are necessary when it is 
mounted on the power tube unit, the 
leads running from the points marked 
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-DIRECT-COUPLED AMPLIFIERS- 

Look through your files of diagrams of commercial radio receivers and notice how many of them use transformer 
coupling in the audio stages—practically none. Resistance coupling is at the wheel, and it certainly is doing its 
stufF. Direct coupling is an improved form of resistance coupling; it has all of its advantages and few of its 

disadvantages. In fact, it*s the only "perfect** coupling to use. 


with an x. Rl should preferably be 
placed in the second unit with choke. 

One for the Experimenter 

For those of an experimental turn of 
mind, the circuit in Fig. 5 may provide 
an interesting and instructing amplifi¬ 
er. The cost of construction is practi¬ 
cally the same as that of a two stage 
system, yet it has the added advantages 
of much greater gain and output. 

Unfortunately, the auxiliary power 
tube is not directly coupled to the 
source of its signal input, but must 
make use of the usual stopping con¬ 
denser. However, this condenser is 
preferably of a large size and the usual 
bypass condenser from the power tube 
filaments to ground is eliminated, so 
any impairment of tone is more than 
counteracted. 

The use of such an amplifier with 
power tubes of high gain is somewhat 
doubtful, although it has been operated 
with great success W’^ith standard low 
mu tubes, such as the 45. When used 
w ith a radio tuner, such an amplifier is 
sometimes obstructed in its operation 
by residual R.F. currents which go into 
a regenerative cycle in the power 
stages. Such an action is easily over¬ 
come by the use of a small bypass con¬ 
denser from the plate of the first power 
tube to ground. 

While only a few circuits have been 
presented in these articles the system 
of direct-coupling must not be con¬ 
strued to be limited to them. This cou¬ 
pling method can be adapted to prac¬ 
tically any situation where superb tone 
is the chief factor. While the author 
has not actually constructed push-pull 
arrangements, there is little reason to 
doubt the success of complete systems. 
The absence of bias condensers and the 
removal of other restricting elements 
of the straight systems should result 
in beautiful reproduction with tremen¬ 
dous powder. The cost, too, is very little 
more, since the same number of resist¬ 
ors would be used and only additional 
chokes and sockets needed. In a push- 
pull circuit based on Fig, 4, the full- 
wave rectification of the signals w'ould 
be achieved by the use of twin 55 tubes, 
each feeding one side of the amplifier, 
or one 2B7 tube could be used with each 
diode plate operating into one half of 
the audio section. 

In closing, it is appropriate to stress 
the fact that any amplifier based on 
this system should be considered more 
in the light of a delicate and precise 
musical instrument than as a soulless 
bit of apparatus. It is not exacting in 
its requirements and will perform 
miraculously over a wide range of val¬ 
ues, but every additional care taken in 
its construction is reflected in increased 


beauty and mellowness of tone. It will 
make any speaker sound like a new 
thing; yet that vital part should be 
chosen with the greatest of care, and 
one should be sought which is capable 
of performing over the extended range 
of frequencies. The input transformer 
.should be carefully examined. Usually 
they are small and totally unfit to step 
down the low^er frequencies. If nec¬ 
essary, it may be wise to purchase a 
separate transformer of the best qual¬ 
ity and of generous size. Further, the 
cone should be so mounted that it has 
a w ide range of unrestricted movement 
and is not stiff. Finally, a baffle-board 
of generous size should be used, one 
that will properly bring out the lowest 
notes. 

(Unquestionably, direct-coupled A.F, 


amplifiers will become la mode in a 
short time. The technician is referred 
to the following articles in past issues 
of Radio-Craft, for interesting data on 
amplifiers of this type, ^‘Bureau of 
Standards Audio Amplifiers,” by S. R. 
Winters, September, 1929, pg. 112. 
‘‘Constructing the Loftin-White Ampli¬ 
fier,” by M. W. Sterns, September. 
1930, pg. 156. “A Direct-Coupled P<*n- 
tode Amplifier,” August, 1930, pg. 100. 
“Servicing Direct-Coupled Amplifiers,” 
by Sidney Fishberg, January, 1932, pg. 
403. “How to Build a Direct-Co up led 
Type 45 Amplifier,” by S, H, Burn.s. 
December, 1930, pg. 354, 

Additional information concerning 
direct-coupled amplifiers, has appeared 
in the Information Bureau of past is¬ 
sues. Technical Editor,) 



Fig. 4 

A doubleopowar«d ampliflar circuit. Sea tha photograph. 



Hara it a good circuit tor tha axparimantar. at vjggatfad author. 
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THE ANALYSIS OF RADIO RECEIVER SYMPTOMS 


OPERATING NOTES 


R. F. LAMBERT, 


I N MY prolonged experience with 
various types of good, bad, and in¬ 
different radio receivers, many 
unique and interesting problems 
have been encountered. While some 
of these experiences together with 
data concerning them may seem ob¬ 
vious and perhaps even superfluous, 
they contain, however, information 
which may be applicable to other radio 
receivers afflicted with the same form 
of trouble. For that reason, the ex¬ 
periences related below may prove to 
be of interest to fellow members of 
the radio fraternity. 

Zenith Model 52 

An interesting case of intermittent 
operation was encountered in this 
model. Very little, if any information 
could be obtained from the owner as 
to the time or duration of these pe¬ 
riods of intermittent operation. In an 
effort to determine the exact location 
of the trouble, the chassis, automatic 
tuner, speaker, and the power pack 
were removed from the cabinet. The 
usual test and search for intermittent 
short circuited resistors and bypass 
condensers was conducted; but nothing 
could be found to verify our suspicions 
directed against these “so-often-found- 
guilty^' components. 

While testing the receiver, it was 
discovered that by tapping the metal 
chassis lightly with a hammer or by 
shaking the chassis reception could be 
obtained; but the slightest jar would 
make the receiver inoperative again. 
This effect indicated that a loose con¬ 
nection existed somewhere. A system¬ 
atic search was now instituted in order 
to locate the guilty member; but the 
results yielded nothing. The set, which 
had been tested with the chassis upside- 
down in order to get at the wiring, was 
now turned right-side up, so that the 
rear of the chassis was visible. In 
looking at the rear of the chassis, at¬ 
tention was attracted to the short pig¬ 
tail connector which goes from the 
aerial post to one of the long- or short- 
aerial terminal jacks. Upon close ex¬ 
amination, it was discovered that an 
imperfect connection existed inside the 
hollow end of the metal pin tip, which 
proved to be the reason for the inter¬ 
mittent reception in this receiver. A 
typical case of plenty of rosin and no 
solder. It was now only a matter of 
a few minutes to heat up the metal 
pin tip, drop solder into the hollow 
end, and then push in the wire to com¬ 
plete this job. See Fig. 1. 


Zenith Model 60 

The owner of this model receiver 
complained of abnormal hum in the set. 
This is a common complaint; a great 
deal has been written, and numerous 
suggestions offered as a cure for this 
objectionable hum. This receiver hap¬ 
pened to be one of the older models, 
and, therefore, did not have incorpo- 


THIS DEPARTMENT 

There are various ways of presenting 
service Information: first, we could 
print the schematic diagram of a re¬ 
ceiver and give the values of all parts; 
second, we could print, not only the 
diagram and values of parts, but a 
discussion of the circuit itself,, and 
leave the trouble hunting to the Serv¬ 
ice Man; third, we could list the symp¬ 
toms, troubles, and remedies exactly 
as found by men in the field. 

No one method is complete in itself; 
to be complete, service data must con¬ 
tain a compilation of all three of the 
above methods. The first two methods 
are presented in the Radio Service 
Data Sheets and the third method is 
treated in this department. 

By splitting the material up into two 
sections, it is possible to print much 
more information than would be pos¬ 
sible if everything were bunched to¬ 
gether. Then again, sometimes, men 
prefer only the schematic; while at 
other times they want a discussion. 

In any event, this material is avail¬ 
able for your reference—make the 
most of it. 



Zenith model 52. 



rated in the chassis the white, 250,000- 
ohm resistor which is generally to be 
found in the later models. This re¬ 
sistor is connected across the grids of 
the second stage '27 type tubes which 
are connected in push-pull. The usual 
procedure was followed in installing 
this resistor, but this change did not 
result in any improvement. The hum 
persisted, and was just as loud and 
as annoying as before. On all these 
models it is to be observed that the 
wet electrolytic condenser unit is 
housed in a metal can which is made 
up of two parts, held together at the 
sides with four bolts. The outside of 
the can and the part of the chassis 
on which the electrolytic condenser 
rests are painted; the inside of the can 
is not painted. Furthermore, this can 
is fastened to the chassis with two 
bolts; the idea being that by clamping 
the sides of the can tightly to the con¬ 
denser and by tightening the bolts a 
good electrical connection to the chas¬ 
sis will be made. 

Too often it will be found—as was 
discovered in this case—that the top 
portion of the lugs on the can, where 
the heads of the chassis bolts are rest¬ 
ing, are thickly painted and, of course, 
a good electrical connection does not 
exist, because of imperfect contact be- 
tw'een the bolts and the chassis. By 
scraping off this accumulation of paint, 
and tightening up the chassis bolts 
while holding the can in place, the ab¬ 
normal hum was entirely eliminated. 
See Fig. 2. 

Montgomery Ward 62-080, 62*090, 62-100 

A frequent cause for a blown filter 
condenser in these models is generally 
due to loose plate-spring contacts in 
the rectifying tube socket. This con¬ 
dition may be recognized by a loud 
roar in the speaker, accompanied with 
a mechanical hum; otherwise the set 
is completely dead—as far as broad¬ 
cast reception is concerned. The me¬ 
chanical hum is due to the fact that 
the socket plate-spring contacts do not 
grip the plate prongs of the rectifying 
tube firmly, thus causing the elements 
in the tube to vibrate violently. This 
effect can easily be felt by touching 
the rectifying tube with the fingers. 

The reason for the blown filter con¬ 
denser, which is connected across one 
of the type 80 filament terminals and 
ground, is due to the intermittent con¬ 
tact between the tube plate prongs and 
the socket plate-spring contacts, caused 
by vibrations of the tube; it is not due 
to a low-voltage rating of the dry elec¬ 
trolytic condenser, as was first sus- 
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pected. The normal voltage across 
these points, 80 filament terminal to 
ground, is about 325 volts. Because of 
the intermittent contacts between the 
plate prongs and the socket-spring con¬ 
tacts, the current will, at times, be pre¬ 
vented from flowing, and a high voltage, 
exceeding the maximum working volt¬ 
age, is built up across the condenser, 
and a break-down generally occurs. As a 
precaution against a break-down of the 
replacement condenser, an 8 mf. dry 
electrolytic unit rated as 500 volts, is 
inserted. It is first advisable to cor¬ 
rect the trouble at the socket by bend¬ 
ing the spring contacts in order to in¬ 
sure a better contact. In some cases 
it has been found necessary to replace 
the socket with a different and better 
type in order to remedy this trouble. 

Atwater Kent 46, 47, 53 

These receivers have their filter con¬ 
densers contained in replaceable cans 
in the power pack. This arrangement 
makes it a simple matter to replace 
the condenser unit in case of shorted 
units* However, it seldom happens 
that more than one of them is found to 
be shorted, and in most cases, it is 
generally the one connected across the 
center tap of the output transformer 
and ground. In this case an externally 
connected replacement condenser will 
do very nicely. 

After the two terminal strips, the 
condenser unit retaining spring, and 
the supporting strip have been re¬ 
moved, you will notice three condenser 
leads colored blue, green with yellow 
tracer, and white. The end connections 
of these wires are embedded in an in¬ 
sulting compound which covers the 
condenser unit, the choke, and the out¬ 
put transformer unit. Cut the white 
lead in the middle and remove part of 
the wire insulation from the other ends. 
Solder a short piece of wire to the stub 
emerging from the condenser unit and 
connect this wire to the black, ground 
wire; connect the end of the other 
white wire to the positive side of a 2 
mf., 400 volt, dry electrolytic condenser, 
and insulate the joints. The other end 
of the condenser connects to the black, 
ground lead. There is ample room to 
lay the new condenser on top of the 
reassembled terminal strips in order to 
keep it away from the heat generated 
in the power transformer. 

S+ewart-Warner 950, 960 

When you find one of these sets com¬ 
pletely dead except for a slight speaker 
hum, the first thing to suspect is the 
bypass condensers connecting the plate 
and the screen grids of the types 24 
and 27 tubes to ground. To determine 
quickly if this is the cause of the set 
being inoperative, remove the detector 
tube, quickly replace it, and note if a 
click is heard in the speaker; the same 
procedure should be followed in the 
radio-frequency stages. If no clicks 
are heard, it is usually a sure indica¬ 
tion that the condenser is shorted. An 
analyzer test will show no plate, no 
screen grid, and no control-grid volt¬ 
ages in the radio-frequency, detector 


and first audio stages. Low plate and 
grid voltages will be indicated for the 
type 45 tubes. The shorted condenser 
is one of a bank of six condensers con¬ 
tained in the filter-choke cell. The 
leads are easily discernable by inspec¬ 
tion of the blue leads, after the bake- 
lite resistance strip has been removed. 
For replacement, use a 0.5-nif. con¬ 
denser rated at 600 volts. Simply cut 
the defective section out of the circuit, 
connect one lead of the external re¬ 
placement condenser to the blue lead 
you have clipped from the shorted unit, 
and ground the other lead. A con¬ 
venient place to mount this condenser 
is on the side of the large filter con¬ 
denser, between the metal straps hold¬ 
ing this condenser in place. One of 
the straps can be used for holding the 
new condenser securely in its position. 

Fading and Noise in Phifco 511 

The complaint on a Philco 611 was 
that the set would perform normally 
until the door of a refrigerator in the 
kitcTien was opened and then closed; the 
reception at that moment would drop 
to a point where it hardly could be 
heard. Opening and closing the door a 
second time would, at times, bring the 
set back to normal volume; at other 
times it would not. Walking hard on 
the floor and slamming other doors had 
no effect on the volume. 

The A.C. plug and cord, the ground 



A cold-solddred iolnt, a loose connection, and a 
Philco model 511. 
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Fig. 4 

The resistance strip in Stewart<Warner model 950 
receivers ihat "makes noise." 



Fig. 5 

The partially shorted condenser Is still another 
cause of noisy reception. 


and aerial connections, and the tubes 
were carefully inspected and tested and 
found to be normal. This set has a 
^‘range*’ control, which is nothing but a 
small variable condenser held in place 
by a bracket on the chassis. In search¬ 
ing for the cause of the fading, I 
caught sight of a short piece of wire 
which was wrapped around the rotor 
shaft of the condenser; the otner end 
was cold-soldered to the chassis. At 
one time this wire evidently was in¬ 
tended as a pigtail connection from 
ground to the rotor shaft. A very 
splendid idea if properly installed. The 
wire which had been cold-soldered to 
the shaft was now hanging loose be¬ 
low the shaft and between the stator 
plates. Vibrations transmitted to the 
set from slamming the refrigerator 
door were evidently powerful enough 
to cause this wire to move against the 
stator plates, thus providing a direct 
path to ground for the incoming sig¬ 
nals, as shown in Fig. 3. 

This wire was removed. A small 
hole was drilled and tapped in the end 
of the condenser shaft. A lug was 
fastened to the shaft by means of a 
screw, and a new flexible insulated 
wire was soldered to the lug on the 
end of the rotor shaft; the other entl 
.soldered to a lug provided on the chas¬ 
sis. This procedure eliminated the fad¬ 
ing signals on this set. 

Excessive hum in these receivers — 
provided it is not due to defective 
parts—can be greatly reduced, if not 
almost entirely eliminated, by placing 
a metal shield can over the detector 
tube and grounding the can to the 
chassis. 

Majestic 103 

In another case—a Majestic 103 radio 
and phonograph combination—the set 
was noisy and faded suddenly. At 
times, the reception would be fine; but 
suddenly it would die down to a whis¬ 
per, only to come back again just as 
strong as ever. From past experiences 
with the same type of set having prac¬ 
tically the same trouble, it was con¬ 
cluded that the trouble must be in the 
chassis. After much time wasted in 
testing tubes and checking the receiver, 
only to discover, with keen disappoint¬ 
ment, that everything seemed to be 
normal, it was decided to take a good 
look at the ground and aerial lead-in 
wires, and to test them for a possible 
short circuit; and here is an example 
where a simple fault can create a 
major disturbance. 

The visible parts of these two leads 
consisted of good insulated wires car¬ 
ried from the binding posts down 
through a hole in the floor to the base¬ 
ment. Close inspection of these two 
wires disclosed the fact that they were 
spliced, but not taped, directly under¬ 
neath the floor boards. Vibrations 
caused the two wires to touch each 
other momentarily, thus causing tno 
signals to fade in and out. It may be 
worth while to mention that in future 
similar cases the antenna and ground 
wires are always inspected before any 
attempts are vuide to test the receiver. 

(Continued on page 172) 
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GALVIN MOTOROLA MODEL 77, 7-TUBE AUTOMOTIVE SUPERHETERODYNE 

jSelf-rectifying Elkonode, separate reproducer, combined oscillator and first-detector, combined A.V.C. and second-detector, push- 

pull pentode output.) 


This superheterodyne has a maximum 
sensitivity of ,025-microvolt-per-meter; the 
maximum power output, with an input of 1 
microvolt-per-meter, is 4 W. This excep¬ 
tional sensitivity figure permits the A.V.C. 
circuit to be designed to maintain the same 
output power level with an input range of 
1,5 to 126,000 microvolts-per-meter. Refer 
to Radio-Craft Data Sheet No. 98, Galvin 
Motorola model 55, for general aligning pro¬ 
cedure. The ‘*A” drain is 5.2 A. The plate 
potential of V6, V7 is 210 V.; the po¬ 

tential of the remaining tubes is 175 V, 

This receiver must be mounted either in 
an upright or inverted position, but must not 
he mounted sideteays as serious damage can 
result. When replacing the Elkonode unit, 
make sure that it lies with the label either 
down or up. on its side. 

An antenna area of 9 aq. ft, is recom¬ 
mended for this eet when installed in cars 
which permit the use of a roof antenna. 

The yellow “A** lead of the ‘* 77 " connects to 
any point on the car’s electrical system—am¬ 
meter. starter button or battery. 

It is cssentUU that a definite XH)larity be 
maintained at the Elkonoile. For this pur¬ 
pose a polarity changing switch is provided 
at the rear of the set housing. The polarity 
is indicated through a small hole at the 
lower right rear corner of the set housing. 
If a red disc appears in the window which 
reads "+ ground,” it means that the “B** 
supply unit is connected for cars having the 
positive side of the battery grounded; a 
black disc, reading ”— ground” indicates 
connection for negative-grounded batteries. 
Be sure to determine that the car battery 
is grounded in accordance with the marking 
on the indicator. To change the polarity, 
proceed as follows: (1) Remove *'B” supply 
unit by prying with a screwdriver in the 
slots provided on either side. (2) It will 
then be observed that there are two recep¬ 
tacles on the rear partition^-one on the left 
and one on the right. The former requires 
no adjustments; the latter may be moved 
up or down in its slot. (3) Insert a small- 


shank screwdriver or ice-pick in one of the 
jacks of this receptacle and adjust up or 
down for desired indication in window. 
(4) Replace the ”B” supply. 

The following makes of cars have the 
positive terminal of the car battery con¬ 
nected to ground: Marmon, DeSoto, Cadil¬ 
lac, Pierce-Arrow, Dodge. Packard. Graham, 
Plymouth, Studebaker, Auburn, Hupp, Frank¬ 
lin, Rockne, Ford, Chrysler, Nash twin-ig¬ 
nition. The following car makes have 
grounded-negative batteries: Reo, Chevro¬ 
let, Stutz, Willys-Overland, Cunningham, 
Lincoln, Continental, Buick, Oldsmobile, Pon¬ 
tiac, Hudson, Essex, Nash single-ignition. 

Interference may be classed as chassis 
pick-up or antenna pick-up. The former is 
that interference which remains after the 
antenna connection has been removed from 
the set. 

Chassis pick-up via the “A” lead may be 
eliminated by connecting a filter condenser, 
or, better yet, a Motorola Dome Light Filter, 
at the point of the *‘A” lead attached to 
the ’’A” battery of the car, whether at the 
battery or the starter. If chassis pick-up 
still occurs, it is due to either of the follow¬ 
ing causes: < 1) Defective condenser in the 

Elkonode system. Check by replacement. 
<2) Cover of the set not making good 
ground to the set housing. Remove cover, 
and clean Hps of cover and set housing with 
fine sandpaper. 

Antenna pick-up may be reduced or elim¬ 
inated by following the injunctions which 
have appeared in previous Radio-Craft Data 
Sheets, and in the book, ’’Automobile Radio 
and Servicing,” by Louis Martin; additional 
data follows. 

In cars such as the 1982 Pontiac model 
V-8 car, where the distributor is mounted 
close to the wooden floor-board, it is some¬ 
times necessary to tack copper screening 
to the floorboards, grounding the screening 
to the frame of the car. This prevents the 
distributor from radiating directly either to 
the antenna, or to the antenna via the bodies 
of passengers or driver. Cars with high- 


tension coils mounted on the dash or on the 
bulkhead In the driver’s compartment are 
likely to radiate to the antenna. The most 
simple and positive remedy for the bulk¬ 
head mounted coil is to remove it to the 
motor compartment; it can usually be 
mounted on the opposite side, thus using 
the same mounting holes. Dash-mounted coils 
present a problem due to the built-in switch. 
It is usually sufficient to shield the high- 
tension lead from the coil; to prevent leak¬ 
age, slip loom over the lead before puttng 
on the shielding braid. In some instances 
it may be necessary to carry the coil shield¬ 
ing still further; a metal shield-can over the 
front of the coil is sufficient. 

Note that merely because a portion of the 
car is at ground potential (to D.C.) does 
not indicate that it may not be a contribut¬ 
ing factor in noise pick-up. Thus, an in¬ 
terference-radiating unit may be in proxim¬ 
ity to a wire, rod, or other conductor which, 
picking up this R.F. radiation, carries the 
interference to a point close to the antenna, 
where it is re-radiated to the antenna. 

As the body and frame of the car act as 
a return path to the battery for ignition 
current, and as this metal is of a type which 
offers considerable R.F, resistance, it is sub¬ 
ject to very strong eddy currents. The 
metal corner post up which the lead of the 
antenna runs, and the metal frame around 
the top of the car are the most troublesome 
sources of eddy currents. The antenna lead 
should be correctly shielded, and grounded 
to the metal framework at the top of the 
car; the capacity between the shield and the 
lead-in sometimes is sufficient to cause eddy 
currents to be induced in the antenna-lead 
shield itself by its coming in contact with 
the dash, which frequently carries violent 
eddy currents that are induced in the wire. 
Therefore, check to determine whether the 
noise pick-up is increased when the shield 
is connected to, or insulated from the dash. 
The 1931 and 1932 Chevrolets are good 
examples of cars in which the shield should 
be insulated from the frame. 
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GALVIN MOTOROLA MODEL 55. 5-TUBE ALL-IN-ONE CAR SUPERHETERODYNE 

(Self-rectifying Elkonode, builf-in reproducer, combined oscillefor and firsf*defec+or, combined A. V. C. and second-defecfor, $ingle 

pentode output.) 


The maximum sensitivity of this receiver 
is 0.75-microvolt-per-meter; the maximum 
power output, with an input of 5 microvolts- 
per-meter, is 2 W, The A,V,C. circuit main¬ 
tains the power level within the input ranee 
of 2.5 to 125.000 microvolts-per-meter. Re¬ 
fer to Radio-CraKT Data Sheet No. 97. 
Galvin Motorola model 77, for interference 
elimination procedure; also observe the pre¬ 
cautions stressed in this Data Sheet. The 
“A” drain is 4.5 A. The plate potential of 
V5 is 210 V.; the “B’* potential available 
for the remainin? tubes is 175 V. 

If chassis pick-up occurs, the procedure 
is as follows; (1) Use a Motorola Dome Lite 
Filter. Connect one side to the battery cir¬ 
cuit of the car and the other to the end 
of the yellow wire. Connect battery con¬ 
denser wire to the ground. (2) If the high- 
tension coil is located on the instrument 
panel, shield the high-tension wire from the 
coll to the bulkhead, grounding this shield 
at the bulkhead. In some cases it may be 
necessary to cover the head of the ignition 
coil with a metal shield. 

The alignment of cut-plate variable con¬ 
densers differs from the alignment of con¬ 
densers connected in circuit with a padding 
condenser, in that the cut-plate condenser 
has a fixed weehanical ratio between the 
capacities of its sections. In the past it 
has been Possible with padders to align the 
condenser w’ith an accuracy of 10 degrees 
of rotation of the condenser plates—that is. 
it could be set at the high-frequency end 
with all trimmers in alignment, and then re- 
aligued at the low-frequency end by rock¬ 
ing the condenser while adjusting the pad- 
der. However, this procedure cannot be 
followed in aligning a cut-plate condenser 
gang. 

Use a standard service oscillator and out¬ 
put meter. Connect a 200 mmf. condenser 
in series w‘ith the antenna lead of the os¬ 
cillator and connect to the antenna post of 
the radio set. Caution: Before proceeding, 
be sure that the I.F. transformers have been 
tuned exactly to 466 kc.; otherwise, correct 
alignment of the R.F. circuits cannot be at¬ 
tained. 

Tune the service oscillator to 1400 kc., 
and align the trimmers of Cl. C2, Next, 
tune the service oscillator to 600 kc. and 
check the alignment of Cl. If it is found 


that the trimmer must be moved either in 
or out to return to resonance, as indicated 
on the output meter (a 0 to 10 V.. 1000- 
ohms-per-volt voltmeter connected to the 
A.V.C. circuit at X). it is an indication that 
Cl is not at the correct starting position 
for the initial setting of the service oscil¬ 
lator. (If. for example, it is found that the 
trimmer must be screwed down, it is an in¬ 
dication that the R.F. tuning condenser re¬ 
quires more capacity at the low-frequency 
end. Therefore, return to the initial high- 
frequency setting of the condenser.) Change 
the service oscillator setting to correspond 
with the changed Position of the tuning 
condenser. 

Remember that Cl requires more capacity 
at the low-frequency end so it is necessary 
to move the condenser a few degrees in¬ 
ward. which gives more capacity to this 
condenser, leaving the service oscillator in 
the same position. Adjust the trimmer of 
C2 until the signal is brought back, then 
check the alignment of both trimmers. 

Return Cl and C2 to the 600 kc. position 
and re-check the setting of Cl; if the con¬ 
denser has been moved sufficiently while 
making adjustments at the high-frequency 
end the trimmer of Cl will show resonance. 
If it has been moved too far it will be neces¬ 
sary to loosen the setting of the trimmer in 
shunt, to Cl. instead of tightening it as 
previously. 

To align the circuits of I.F.T.3, the non- 
metallic aligning screwdriver may be inserted 
in a hole provided in the upper part of the 
chassis located between I.F.T.l and the “B'* 
pow’er supply housing. 

Spasmodic interference due to an accumu¬ 
lative discharge, resembling static interfer¬ 
ence in its irregularity, may be traced to the 
distributor. Connect a mica condenser of 
.002- to .006-mf. in shunt to the paper con¬ 
denser w’hich is already across the primary 
breaker points. This mica condenser affords 
power factor control to the paper condenser— 
tends to make it much more effective, in reduc¬ 
ing interference. 

Following is the most complete listing 
available of steps to be taken, in the numer¬ 
ical sequence, for eliminating interference. 

(1.) Apply distributor and spark plug 
suppressors ; 

(2.) Apply generator condenser; 


(3.) Re-route to primary wire from coil to 
distributor, keeping it remote from high- 
tension wire; 

(4.) Connect Motorola Dome Lite Filter 
to dome light wire at entrance of corner 
l>ost; 

(5.) Shield high tension wire if coil is 
mounted on instrument panel; 

(6.) Shield antenna lead-in wire from 
radio set to top of front corner post. Ground 
shield at both ends, if advisable; 

(7.) Shield Primary wire from coil to dis¬ 
tributor ; 

(8.) Shunt distributor primary breaker 
points with a .002- to .006-mf. mica Con¬ 
densers. 

(9.) Bond upper metal parts of car body 
to one another and return a heavy copper 
bond from these points to car bulk-head. 
(Usually necessary in cars having composite 
wood-and-metal body construction) ; 

(10.) Bond where necessary all control 
rods and pipes passing through bulkhead; 

(11.) Shield head of coil when mounted on 
instrument panel; 

(12.) Screen floor boards with copper; 

(13.) Adjust spark plug points to .028-in., 
approx.; 

(14.) Clean and adjust primary distributor 
breaker points. 

(15.) In cars having rubber motor mount¬ 
ings connect heavy bond from grounded 
side of battery directly to frame of car. 

(16.) Connect a ,5- to 1 mf. condenser 
from hot Primary side of ignition coil to 
ground. 

(17.) Move ignition coil to motor compart’ 
ment side of bulkhead, if mounted on driv¬ 
er's side; 

(18.) Clean ignition system wiring. Clean 
and brighten all connections. Replace any 
high tension wiring having imperfect in¬ 
sulation. 

(19.) Ground metal sun visor and rain 
trough; 

(20.) Make sure hood of car is well 
grounded. Clean hold-down hasps on both 
sides. 

(21.) Ground instrument panel and steer¬ 
ing column to bulkhead. 

(22.) When under-car aerial is used con¬ 
nect a .5-mf. condenser to tail and spot light 
wires. 
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THE BEGINNER'S "1-TUBE" 

CRYSTAL SUPERHETERODYNE . 


The beginner usually regards the superheterodyne as a 
complex "something” which is mastered only by those 
vested with supernatural powers. This article will do more 
to bring such notions back to earth than any theoretical 

discussions. 


FRANCIS R. HARRIS 


B efore delving* too deeply into 
our present-day set we wish to 
call attention to circuits A, B and 
C in Fig. 1, 

• THE Technical Editor of RadiO- 
Craft published them, in a contem¬ 
porary publication, in the early part 
of 1925, to answer the “it can^t be 
done“ technicians who claimed, vehe¬ 
mently, that a one-tube superhetero¬ 
dyne was an “impossibility.^’ The cir¬ 
cuit we intend to use, Fig. 2, is sub¬ 
stantially that of A in Fig. 1, with the 
difference that modern practice has 
been applied to the design. To main¬ 
tain the simplicity and low cost that 
have characterized all the beginners’ 
circuits, (twelve of these are listed on 
pg. 91 of the August, 1933, issue.— 
Technical Editor) we have used prac¬ 
tically every part that has been used 
previously, and very little else. 

Construction 

The photograph, Fig. A, shows very 
clearly the position of the parts used. 
Since the circuit is now totally different 
from any of the previous ones, it is im¬ 
practical to attempt to use the same 
layout; hence, the first thing to do is 
to clear the baseboard entirely and 
clean up all the apparatus, taking off 


all excess solder and straightening out 
and cleaning all wires—you will find 
that you can use most of them again. 
Also, for the sake of appearance, sand¬ 
paper the baseboard and apply a coat 
of shellac. 

Next, mount a pointer on the tun¬ 
ing condenser C2. Mount the new 
crystal detector, D2, on a little panel 
with soldering lugs, as shown last 
month for the first one, (this may seem 
to be unnecessary trouble, but you will 
find out why later) and mount two 
brackets on the bottom of the interme¬ 
diate-frequency transformer, L3. Now 
you are ready to go ahead and screw 
everything to the baseboard in the posi¬ 
tions shown. Then proceed with the 
wiring, marking out with a red pencil, 
as described in the previous articles, 
each wire as you put it in place, being 
very careful to make clean, tight sol¬ 
dered joints —obtained with a clean^ 
hot irony clean surfaces and resin flujc. 
Never use either paste or liquid flux of 
any kind on electrical work; no matter 
what the manufacturers say, it will 
eventually corrode and cause noisy or 
inoperative circuits. 

Not a great deal can be said in the 
way of instruction for this assembly job 
except to repeat what was said regard¬ 
ing the electrolytic condenser, C9, 


namely make certain that the red, or 
positive, end is attached to the filament 
side of the bias resistor, R5, Also, be 
sure that the three-circuit tuner, L2, is 
wired exactly as shown on the diagram 
with the connections made to the lugs 
as marked on the coil, being sure that 
the lug on the volume control, away 
from the end where the switch snaps, 
is connected as shown. 

Operation and Theory 

Now that we have the set built, the 
next step is to put it into operation; 
and while we are at it, we will learn 
why it operates, and thus kill two birds 
with one stone. The first test should 
be made with the set somewhere in the 
general vicinity of your regular broad¬ 
cast receiver. 

First, hook on the “A” battery and 
place the tubes in their sockets, then 
turn the combination volume control 
and off-on switch until the battery 
switch is “on.” The filaments should 
show a dull red glow; if not, find out 
why before going further. Next, plug 
the headphones into the output jack, 
J2, and attach one wire to the “B” bat¬ 
tery, flip the other one across the ter¬ 
minal. A sharp click in the phones in¬ 
dicates probable correct operation; 
however, if a large spark recurs do not 
go any further until you locate the 
short which is causing it. If every¬ 
thing appears to be O.K., make a per¬ 
manent connection at this point. 

Now we are ready to see if our oscil¬ 
lator “perks.” Turn on the broadcast 
set and tune in a station, preferably 
a weak one which requires that the 
volume control be turned “way up.” If 
the set is a modern one and fully 
shielded, it will probably be necessary 
to run a wire from the antenna post 
along the dotted line in the dia¬ 
gram of our super. Next, see that the 
volume control of the super is turned 
full on (which is the position furthest 
from the end where the switch snaps), 
and that the rotor of the oscillator coil, 
L2, is turned in one of the two direc¬ 
tions where its axis is parallel to that 
of the big coil. Now, slowly rotate the 
control of oscillator tuning condenser 
C4 from one end of the dial to the 
other. If the oscillator is working 
properly you will hear a squeal from 



Fig. A 

A view of the breadboard crystal superheterodyne. All components are labeled. 


160 


RADIO-CRAFT for SEPTEMBER. 


933 





dear BEGINNER: do not let the high-falutin title scare you. It is a contraction of the 
even longer technical designation, "supersonic heterodyne"; and simply means that the action 
on which the circuit depends for its operation, and which we will describe, takes place at a fre¬ 
quency which is beyond audibility. Maximum sensitivity and selectivity are obtained through 
the use of the superheterodyne principle. Only one tube, or oscillator, VI in Fig. 2, is required 

to obtain this action; V2 is only an A.F. amplifier. 


the speaker of the broadcast set as the 
frequency at which the oscillator is 
operating crosses (‘‘heterodynes/* or 
‘‘mixes**) frequencies to which the set 
is tuned. If this squeal does not occur, 
turn the rotor of L2 through a half 
turn and repeat the tuning. If you do 
not get results, check over the circuit 
carefully as there is something at fault. 
The most likely place for trouble is in 
resistor R2, in the plate circuit of the 
oscillator tube, which may be of in¬ 
correct value; try different values, but 
do not operate the tube with less than 
1,000 ohms here, as it may result in 
damage to the tube through excessive 
plate current. 

After obtaining the squeal which 
shows oscillation at one point, tune the 
broadcast set to several others, always 
choosing a rather weak station, and see 
that the oscillator is operating over the 
whole range. 

Now tune the broadcast set to a posi¬ 
tion where there is no reception, turn 
up the volume control fully and try to 
get the squeal. Don*t try too hard, 
though, because you won*t get it. The 
squeal is due to the heterodyne action 
and requires the presence of two fre¬ 
quencies. ou will hear, if you listen 
carefully, a “thump** in the broadcast 
set speaker as the oscillator is tuned 
rapidly past the point to which the 
broadcast receiver is set. 

ProciucIn 9 the "Beat" Frequency 

Let us get back to the heterodyne ac¬ 
tion with w’hich we are concerned in 
our little set. This action is simply 
the mixing of tw’o different frequencies 
which results in the production of a 
third frequency equal to the numerical 
difference between the other two. Now 
this may sound very complicated, but 
it is really not, and if you keep your 
eyes and ears open, you will see many 
examples of it going on all around you. 
For instance, let two people each whis¬ 
tle a steady tone differing slightly from 
each other. You will hear a “chord**; 
if you listen closely you will be able to 
distinguish the third note which the 
musician calls a “beat** note—that ‘‘dif¬ 
ference** frequency which is the “re¬ 
sultant** of two frequencies. This is 
simply the same heterodyne action 
which took place in your radio set when 
you produced the squeal; there is a vast 
difference in the frequencies involved, 
but the action is identical. 

Now let*s try a little more experi¬ 
mentation with the radio and the oscil¬ 
lator, and fix thoroughly in our minds 
just what is this thing called “hetero¬ 
dyne,** (Tip: you*d better pick an eve¬ 
ning when the family is out, for all 


this, or you are likely to find your sci¬ 
entific endeavors rudely interrupted.) 
Set the broadcast set to a weak station 
with the volume control turned up, and 
check the presence of the squeal by ro¬ 
tating the oscillator dial. Then, very 
slowly, tune past the point w'here the 
squeal occurs. You will hear, first, a 
very high-pitched whistle which will 
decrease in pitch as you turn the dial 
until the pitch goes below audibility. 
Continuing to turn the dial will bring 
the w^histle back again, but this time 
increasing in pitch until it goes above 
audibility. (The heterodyne action 
did not cease when you failed to hear 
it as the pitch increased; it merely 
went above audibility, or became 
“super-sonic.**) 

A little simple arithmetic here will 
emphasize the point clearly. Suppose 
you had tuned in a station operating 
at 300,000 cycles a second (300 “kilo¬ 
cycles,** or k.c.), and then set your os¬ 
cillator so that it was operating at 301,- 
000 cycles a second, the difference fre- 
qnency would be 1,000 cycles (1 kc.) 
which you would hear as a squeal. If 
you set the oscillator at 299,000 cycles 
you would also hear the same note since 
the difference between the two frequen¬ 
cies is still 1,000 cycles. Now , however, 
if the oscillator is set to 350,000 cycles 
the beat note would be 50,000 cycles. 
You could not hear this note, but it 


w'ould be there nevertheless, and if it 
were fed into a suitable amplifier it 
could be built up to any desired level 
exactly the same as the original signal 
of 300,000 cycles, except that, being a 
lower frequency, it would be much 
easier to handle and could be amplified 
far more, or through more stages. 

Th© Second-Detector or "Oemoduletor" 

Now, if this 50,000-cycle signal were 
fed into a second-detector, we would 
have available an audio signal w'hich is 
an exact counterpart of that carried by 
the original 300,000 cycle signal, but at 
a much higher level than otherwise. 
The heterodyned signal carries every 
single modulation which w’as carried by 
either of the two original mixing fre¬ 
quencies, Since one of the frequencies 
was a pure, unmodulated note from our 
local oscillator, this means that it car¬ 
ries only the modulation present on the 
signal from the broadcast station. And 
that*s all there is to a superheterodyne; 
not difficult to understand, is it? 

Having found that the oscillator is 
operating, you can now retire with the 
set to your own private comer (much 
to the relief, probably, of the family) 
for the rest of the adjustments. 

Attach the aerial, and plug the head¬ 
phones into the phone jack, Jl; you 
may also turn off the filaments as we 
(Continued on page 173) 
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READERS' DEPARTMENT 

A department In which the reader may convey his thoughts to other readers. Included 
in this department are letters, kinks, short cuts, and experiments. Send in your ideas. 


A 43-FOOT SOUND CARl 

Well, we might say <hat he “goes in 
for sound in a big way“ in referring 
to the eound equipment of Mr. P. J. 
Kingsley, of Cohoes, N. Y., whose lav¬ 
ishly furnished, palatial sound car, 
said to be the largest privately owned 
in the world, is illustrated in Fig. A. 

Merely to say that the car measures 
9x9x43 ft. in length does not convey the 
picture of opulence personified in the 
“bus.“ Therefore, we have asked Mr. 
J. G. Montross, who designed and in¬ 
stalled the sound equipment, to tell the 
readers of Radio-Craft some of the 
more intimate details of a mobile sound 
system to which any sound technician 
might well aspire. Says Mr. Montross: 

The car illustrated in Fig. A, which 
was built and licensed prior to the re¬ 
strictions as to length, can maintain a 
speed of 60 m.p.h. The motor is a 160 
H.P. Continental; the chassis is a six- 
wheel Safeway, with three forward 
speeds and one reverse. The car does 
an average of 10 miles on a gallon of 
anybody's gas. 


The interior h;.s all the appointments 
of a modern home. Dining, kitchen and 
living rooms, bath and sleeping com¬ 
partments. An electric-light plant, 
electric heat, and a water system make 
living and traveling a comfort and con¬ 
venience. 

This car is divided into three sec¬ 
tions. The dining and driving compart¬ 
ment has tables folded into the walls 
to be used for dining ten people at 
once. The modern kitchen has hot and 
cold running water, an all-aluminum 
sink, an electric refrigerator, a 3-plate 
electric range with oven, a thrift- 
cooker, and a built-in closet holding all 
dishes, pans, etc. Directly off the 
kitchen is a shower bath, a pullman 
toilet and lavatory, with hot water on 
tap at all times. Under the chassis is 
stored a 160-gallon water supply; the 
flow is maintained by air pressure. The 
rear compartment is fitted as a living 
and reading room; easy chairs, rugs, 
shaded lamps and a radio receiver with 
remote control make this room very 
home-like. 



All windows are fitted with shades 
and screens. Exhaust fans keep the in¬ 
terior ventilated. F^lectric lights are 
available at all vantage points; current 
is furnished by a 110 V., D.C. generator 
driven by a 4-cylinder gasoline engine. 
This engine will run continuously for 
24 hours on 5 gals, of gasoline and re¬ 
quires very little attention; the heat 
generated is used to heat the interior 
of the car. 

A ship's ladder takes you to the top 
deck, built for a speaker's platform, 
which is 7x10 ft. (completely railed in). 

Forward of the platform is the sleep¬ 
ing compartment with four double beds 
accommodating eight adults. For dress¬ 
ing purposes there is provided directly 
off the sleeping compartment, a private 
space having its own pullman-type 
wash basin. 


The Sound System 

For sound amplification, two 6-ft. 
Bud all-aluminum trumpets, with dy¬ 
namic units, were placed forward on 
the top deck. Control and field wiring 
run, in lead-covered conductors, to the 
driver's compartment. 

A Capehart ten-record automatic 
record-changer houses a Sampson 
PAM-80 amplifier, a microphone ampli¬ 
fier, control panel and output matching 
transformer. Power is obtained from 
a 110 V., 300 W., A.C. converter. 

Microphone plugs are placed on the 
speakers' stand and in the forward and 
rear compartments. The detector tube 
of the radio set furnishes the driving 
signal when high-volume broadcast 
programs are required for the sound 
system. 

Thousands of people paid admission 
to see the interior of this car, at a 
(Conthiued pof/e 169) 





Fig. B 

Photograph of the filtT booster described by Mr. Dalpayrat. 
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The $35,000 "sound car" d«iscribed by its designer. Some toy, eh what? 
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Fig. A. left; Fig. B, right 

The completed decade condenjer. left, and one switch, right. 


HOW TO CONSTRUCT A 

DECADE CONDENSER 

The one thing that every experimenter wants and needs is a lab- 
oratory. In a laboratory, it is necessary that the apparatus be 
convenient, accurate, and stable. The decade condenser de¬ 
scribed below fulfills all these requirements. 



Schematic circuit of the decade condenser described 
by the author. The drawing at A shows connection 
for any section. 



Fig. 2 

A pictorial view of the switch to be made by the 
experimenter. All dimensions are given. 


B ecause of financial difficulties, 
the average radio experimenter 
must usually be content with 
home-made equipment for his 
laboratory. This article describes a 
decade condenser which should fill a 
much needed place in the test equip¬ 
ment of Service Men and experiment¬ 
ers. It is not only easy to construct, 
but is quite inexpensive. 

Uses of the Decade Condenser 
The decade condenser consists of a 
small number of fixed condensers and a 
switching arrangement by means of 
which a great number of different ca¬ 
pacities may be obtained; the actual 
capacity is readable at a glance. The 
uses for a condenser of this type are 
numerous. It may be used in the tem¬ 
porary setups of filter circuits; it may 
be used to pass or suppress certain 
audio frequencies; an approximate 
value of the inductance of an audio 
choke may be obtained by using the 
decade condenser to tune the choke to 
resonance with a known frequency. 



LAYOUT OX cams (OHl SlCnOH^ 


Fig. 3 

Details of the cams, also to be constructed. There 
are four cams to a section, three of which are alike. 


The inductance may then be calculated 
from the follow’ing formula: 

^344 

F 

where 

^=frequency in cycles per second; 
L—inductance in henries; and C=ca- 
pacity in microfarads. 

An A.C. meter may be used as the 
resonance indicator. The condenser is 
also very convenient in determining the 
proper value of capacity in hum-bal¬ 
ancing circuits. Another application is 
in an audio oscillator to provide a wide 
range of frequencies. 

Figure A shows the appearance of a 
completed decade condenser covering 
the range of .001 to .999 mf. in .001 
mf. steps; it is apparent that the total 
number of steps is 999. And this sur¬ 
prising total is obtained from only 12 
fixed condensers. This range, however, 
need not be the same as that specified, 
but may be arranged to satisfy the re- 
quirenients of the constructor. The 
box pictured has three units; a two- 
unit box would have 99 steps; and a 
four unit box, 9,999 steps. 

The need for so few condensers is 
based on the ability of the switching 
arrangements to connect the four con¬ 
densers of each unit in the following 
combinations: 

Dial Condensers Total 

Xmnbers in Parallel CapaciUj 

0 . None . 0 

1 . .1 alone . .1 

2 . 2 alone . .2 

3 .3 alone . ,3 

4 . ..A alone .4 

(Continued on page 175) 
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A VALUABLE 

RESISTOR-CONDENSER CHART 


LOUIS B. SKLAR 


The usual bugbear in radio calculations is the long arithmetical work in¬ 
volved. The author presents here a simple "reciprocal chart" which 
eliminates the necessity of continual division into the numeral I, thus 
greatly simplifying radio calculations. 


R adio experimenters and service men are often con¬ 
fronted with the problem of finding the value of two 
or more resistances in parallel, or the value of two 
or more condensers in series. The usual procedure 

is to write down the formula: etc. or R= 


_-and then substitute the values of Ri, Rs, 

RiR.+RiRa+R.Ra . ^ 

and Ra in the formula and solve for R. One can readily 

see that although the method of solving for R is an easy 
one, it requires considerable time to go through a large 
number of computations in order to arrive at a final result. 

Sometimes this method is tiresome, especially during an 
experiment when a quick and accurate result (with a fair 
tolerance) is required. It is still more bothersome to those 
who lack a good knowledge of algebra or who find it diffi¬ 
cult to get the right decimal point in calculations. 

It was with the view of finding a short cut to the value 
of R, or C, that the writer designed the chart shown in the 
figure. 

With this chart, the final value of R when 2, 3, 4 or, in 


fact, any number of resistors are connected in parallel, or 
the final value of C when two or more condensers are con¬ 
nected in series, can be easily and accurately obtained. 

From the examples shown below, you will see that these 
results can be obtained without the use of any algebraic 
formulas or without any intricate calculations. All that 
is required from anyone who wishes to solve these types 
of problems is a knowledge of plain addition. 

The range of the chart is from .000001 to 1,000,000 units 
of resistance or capacity. While this range covers almost 
every conceivable value of resistance or capacity that will 
arise in practical work, care must be taken, however, not 
to use different types of units in the same problem. For 
instance: if you wish to know the value of 1 megohm and 
100,000 ohms in parallel, you cannot mix megohms with 
ohms. What you will have to do, in this particular case, is 
to change the 100,000 ohm resistor to read .1-megohm, or 
make the 1 megohm read 1,000,000. The same applies to 
farads and microfarads, or microfarads and micro-micro¬ 
farads. 

(Continued on page 176) 
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REWIRING THE A. K. 70-Q 
FROM 6 TO 2 VOLT OPERATION 


The A.K. 70-Q, originally designed for operation from a six-volf storage battery, may now 
be resurrected and used with the usual two-volt battery. The author, in this interesting 

article, gives all essential details. 


S 


R adio Service Men hear frequent 
complaints of excessive upkeep 
costs from owners of the At¬ 
water Kent model 70-Q battery 
receiver. This situation may be rem¬ 
edied to the advantage and profit of 
both the set owner and the Service 
Man. The owner, who is usually lo¬ 
cated at a distance from a service sta¬ 
tion, will not need to make so many 
trips in order to keep his set operat¬ 
ing; he will have better performance, 
greater economy from the standpoint 
of both *‘A’* and “B** battery consump¬ 
tion and tube replacements, and the 
Service Man will make a profit on the 
sale of a set of tubes by modernizing 
this set. The changes, shown in Fig. 1, 
are simple enough, and may be made 
with a minimum amount of equipment 
in a short time. 

Changing the R. F. end of the Set 
Remove all tubes and tube shields. 
Turn the set over, with the rear 
towards you. This places the filament 
bypass condenser, H-20, Fig. 2, to your 
extreme left. Remove all five flexible, 
filament resistors; these are thin, 
bunched, white with black tracer. Dis¬ 
connect the first R.F. filament bypass 
and the two third R.F. filament bypass 
condensers from the filament circuits 
of their respective tubes. These are 
to be used as bypass units for the 
voltage divider system in the control- 
grid circuits of the R.F. tubes. Allow 



Fig. 2 

A sketch illustrating the placement of the parts 
necessary In rewiring this receiver. 


the second R.F. and detector bypass 
condensers to remain connected. 

In order to obtain the correct 
amount of bias on the control grids of 
the R.F. tubes, we construct a voltage 
divider system, consisting of two 500- 
ohm, 1-W. resistors. These are con¬ 
nected in series and mounted as shown 
in Fig. 2. They are connected betw'een 
the —3-V. tap on the battery and 
the chassis. (An extra lead must be 
brought into the “C” battery compart¬ 
ment for the —3 V. connection.) 

This 3 V. tap, which is bypassed by 
two .1-mf. condensers, is also connect¬ 
ed to the grid-return lug on the No. 
3 R.F. transformer, (third transformer 


lA. A. JANSZEN 


from rear of set). This places the 
correct amount of bias on the control- 
grid of the third R.F. tube to prevent 
oscillation in the R.F. stages. The 
center-tap of the two resistors, which 
is also bypassed with a .I-mf. con¬ 
denser, goes to the grid-return lug of 
the second R.F. transformer, and to 
the red lead from the local-distance 
switch. This red lead was originally 
connected to chassis. A grid bias of 
V. is secured on the control-grids 
of the first and second R.F. tubes when 
the local-distance switch is in the *'dis- 
tance’’ position. The grid-return lugs 
are on the transformer coil forms, 
right in the chassis opening under the 
transformer shields. The leads from 
these lugs to the condenser rotor 
springs are removed. 

Connect all filament circuits of the 
R.F. tubes in parallel with the detector 
and A.F. tubes. To your left, toward 
the front of the chassis, you will find a 
yellow, spaghetti-encased resistor, con¬ 
nected from minus filament on the 
first audio tube to chassis. This re¬ 
sistor may remain, when an air cell is 
to be used, as the resistor provides the 
voltage-drop required to obtain ex¬ 
actly 2 V. on the filaments of the tubes. 
However, if a two-volt storage cell is 
to be used, this resistor must be re¬ 
moved. This completes the changes 
underneath the chassis; the bottom 
plate may now be replaced. 

Turn the set over and remove the 
pilot light. If an air cell is to be used 
it must be left out. With a storage 
cell it must be replaced with another 
of the correct voltage rating. The lead 
from chassis to tube shield for the de¬ 
tector may be removed, as the type 30 
is non-microphonic. Type 32 tubes are 
placed in the three, type 22 sockets, 
30's in the detector and first audio 
sockets, and SVs in the 71A sockets. 

The Audio End 

No changes are required in the A.F. 
end of the set, except that a potential 
of only 135 V. is used on the plates 
of the 3rs, with only 22 V. on their 
(Continued on page 177) 
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RADIO-CRAFT'S INFORMATION BUREAU 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS: Aslc as many questions as you like, but please observe these rules: 


Furnish sufficient information, and draw a careful diagram when 
needed, to explain your meaning; use only one side of the paper. 
List each question. 

Those questions which are found to represent the greatest general 
interest will be published here, to the extent that space permits. 
At least five weeks must elapse between the receipt of a question 


and the appearance of its answer here. 

Replies, magazines, etc., cannot be sent C. O. D. 
inquiries can be answered by mail only when accompanied by 
25 cents (stamps) for each separate question. 

Other inquiries should be marked **For Publication,** to avoid 
misunderstanding, 


INTERCHANGING THE NEW TUBES 

(211) Mr. G. Aliquo, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

(Q.) It seems to me, that jucijrinjr by the 
published characteristics and general descrip¬ 
tions, the new tubes need not necessarily be 
used only in new circuits, but may, in many 
instances, be used as replacements of some of 
the older tube types. Please advise regarding 
the interchangeability of the new tube types. 

(A.) Through the courtesy of the RCA 
Radiotron Co., the following information is 
available. 


Tube 

Type 

2A6 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 
44 
47 
♦36 
♦37 


Interchangeable 
with 
PZH 
61 
36A 
37A 
38A 
39A,44 
39. 39A 
PZ 

64. 64A 
67, 67A 


Tube 

■"iT 

71A 
80 
81 
82 
8.3 
84 

♦38 

♦39 


Interchangeable 
with 
585, 586 
71. 71B 
13 

t6. 16B 
AF 
AG 

98*, P-861* 
(♦Mercury vapor typi') 
68. 68A 
65, 65A 


(*Int««han^ble only in auto-nidio receivers, and in .A.l". 
receivOT whi^ do not use series heater circuits.) 

♦83 88. 986. 80M 

(♦Interohangeable only when the set’s power transformer will 
stand additional Blsment current drain.) 


SHORT-WAVE STATIONS—PENTA- 
GRID-CONVERTER CIRCUITS 

(212) Mr. James Brown, Laredo, Texas. 

(Q.l.) I wonder if I could get the names of 
all short-wave stations, the time of day they 
broadcast, the wavelength in meters, and the 
frequency in kc.? I have received F3ICD, 
Indo-China; CM2MK, Havana, Cuba; and 
ZL3CZ. Christchurch. New Zealand, on my lO- 
tube Atwater Kent miniel 480 receiver. 

(A.l.) Every issue of Short Wave Craft 
magazine contains one section or the other of a 
two-part station list divided as follows: Part 1, 
relay broadcasting, and experimental and com¬ 
mercial radiophone stations; Part H, police, air¬ 
port and television stations. 

(Q.2.) Are there any commercial radio sets 
incorporating the new type 6A7 *'pentagrid 
converter” tube described in the July, 1933 
issue of Radio-Craft.^ 

(A.2.) Two schematic circuits of radio re¬ 


ceivers incorporating this electron-coupled de¬ 
tector-oscillator are shown in Figs. Q.212A 
and Q.212R. A photographic illustration of 
the manner in w’hich the circuit of Fig. 
Q.212A **makes up’* is illustrated in Fig. 
Q212C. The reproducer is In the top of the 
cabinet; the smaller section of the dual knob 
controls the off-on switch and volume. 

The following tube voltage data relate to 
the Philco model 64 receiver. The first tabu¬ 
lation refers to a 115 V., A.C. line: the second, 
120 V., D.C. 


Tube 

K. to F. 

C.G. 

S.-G. Plate 

Type 

Volta 

Volts 

Volts Volts 

VI 

12 

0.15 

65 84 

V2 

12 

0.15 

52 84 

V3 

10 

0.25 

38 

V4 

10 

0.6 

90 84 

V6 

.... 


146 

The 

filaments in < 

series 

drop 68 V.; test 

with an 

A.C. voltmeter connected to points X. 

Set Rl 

at maximum 

and 

station selector at 

550 kc. 

Tube 

K. to F. 

C.-G. 

S.-G. Plate 

Type 

Volts 

Volts 

Volts Volts 

VI 

7.5 

0.16 

70 90 

V2 

7.6 

0.16 

70 90 

V3 

10 

0.25 

40 

V4 

10 

0.5 

92 90 

V6 




The 

filaments in 

series 

drop 70 V.; test 

with a 

D.C. meter 

connected to points X. 

Set Rl 

at maximum 

and 

station selector at 

550 kc. 

Power consumption, 

, either connection, 60 W. 


"CONSTRUCTING ADAPTERS”—(A 
Correction)—VISUAL TUNING 
METER 

(213) Mr. Woodrow W. Coffin. Treichlers. Pa. 

(Q.l.) The illustration of the adapter for 
testing Raytheon rectifiers. Fig. 29, in the 
article, “Constructing Adapters.” in the Oc¬ 
tober, 1932, issue of Raiiio Craft, does not 
seem to check w'ith the tube connections. 
Please advise whether the illustration is cor¬ 
rect. 

(A.l.) Through the courtesy of the author, 
the following information concerning the ser¬ 
ies of articles on adapters is available. 


In the October, 1932 article, adapter No. 
944BRR was shown in Fig. 29. A corrected 
connection for this adapter is given in Fig. 
Q.213A. Number 965DSW, Fig. 9. and 965DW 
Fig. 8, of the same article, are corrected at B. 
for the former, and at C, for the latter. 

In the November issue. Fig. 30, adapter 
No. 944BRA should be connected as shown 
at D. Figure 37, adapter No. 421X, is cor¬ 
rected at E, Another adapter, the No. 968 
unit illustrated in Fig. 38, is corrected at F. 
At G is a correction of adapter No. 944LS. 
Fig. 44. 

In the December article, adapter No. 944F 
should have been numbe: 3 d 944PT. 

The third article, in the January. 1933. issue, 
.showed a No. 944PLC adapter which should 
have been the No. 944PL: also, the No. 
944PLS should have been the No. 944PC. 

(Q.2.) I have built the “Triple-Twin” re¬ 
ceiver, described in the April, 1932 issue of 
Radio Craft, in a small cedar chest. Now. 
I would like to add a novelty to the set in 
the form of a tuning meter. Please advise 
how this may be accomplished. 

(A.2) The procedure is described in detail, 
in the article, “The Why and Wherefore of 
Tuning Meters,** in the October, 1932 issue of 
Radio-Graft. Merely connect a milliammeter 
of suitable range in the plate lead of the type 
27 tube; a 0-5 ma. instrument is recom¬ 
mended. Preferably, it should be of the re¬ 
verse-scaled type designed for this service. 


TYPES AD. AF AND AG "SAFETY” 
RECTIFIERS—TYPE AE TETRODE 

(214) Mr. M. Chernega, New York, N. Y. 

(Q.l) What is the difference between the 
“safety” rectifiers described in the “Tube 
Reference Index” in the March. 1933 issue 
of Radio Craft, and any other type of mer¬ 
cury vapor rectifier tube? What are the 
characteristics of these type AD, AF and 
AG tubes? 

(A.l) The following information concern¬ 
ing the “safety” feature in mercury vapor 
rectifier tubes is furnished by courtesy of 
the engineering department of Arcturue Ra¬ 
dio Tube Co. 

In view of numerous reports from the field 
that the newer sets using the types 82 and 



Fig. p. 2I2A. above 

Schematic circuit of the Velie model KA receiver, using the type 6A7 tube. 
Fig. p. 212 c. left 

A view of the Velie model KA receiver. Note the symmetry of design. 
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THE 2B6 TUBE 

(Continued from page 1J^3) 

FiKurp 4 shows the relation between power 
<mti)ut and l<>ad resistance. An inspection of 
this curve shows that maximum power output 
occurs at tho same load resistance as minimum 
total harmonic distortion. In these curves, 
therefore, an output of 4 watts is secured with 
a load resistance of 5,000 ohms at a total har¬ 
monic distortion of 6%, Figure 5 shows the 
relation between distortion and power output : 
also, input signal volts and power. Here aKain 
it is seen that at a harmonic content of sHcrhtly 
less than 5% the power output is approximately 
4 watts with an input signal of 25 volts r,m.s. 

At this point the question arises as to how 
the output section, which is a triode, is capable 
of delivering: maximum undistorted output to a 
load impedance which is very nearly equal to 
its plate impedance, while almost all Previous 
triode class A systems incorporated a load im¬ 
pedance which was twice that of the tube. The 
explanation for this query may thus be answered 
by referring to the set of curves shown in Fife. 
6. These curves show the relation between plate 
current and plate voltage. A load line of 5.000 
ohms is shown. It is seen that this load line 
intersects the 2\4 volt bias line at right angles 
and that the extremities of this line intersect 
the grid voltage curves where the curvatures are 
opposite; in other words, the load line for ex¬ 
ample intersects the -f-15-volt grid curve where 
the curve is concave downward, while it inter¬ 
sects the —15 volt grid curve where it is concave 
upward. In this manner, distortion approach¬ 
ing the extremities of the plate voltage swings 
cancel, thus permitting maximum undistorted 
output with the load impedance equal to that 
of the tube. This tube is also well adapted for 
push-pull operation, and a typical circuit is 
shown in Fig. 7. A common bias of 270 ohms 
is required for the output section, and a bypass 
condenser is not required, although it is recom¬ 
mended for high quality. The characteristics of 
this tube are as follows: 

Input Section 
riate (max) Pa, 250-volts 
Grid-Gib -1-2.5-volts 
Plate current, 4.0-ma. 

Amplification factor, 7.0 

Mutual conductance, 600-micromhos 

Plate resistance, 11,650-ohms 

Load resistance. S.OOO-ohms i 

Output Section 

Plate (max) Pb, 250-volts i 

Grid-Gib —2.1-voIts 
Plate current. 40-ma. 

Amplification factor, 18 j 

Mutual conductance, 3.500-micromhos 

Plate resistance, 5,150-ohms ' 

Load resistance, 5.000-ohms 

Signal volts•, 25-volts 

Power output**, 4.0 watts 


*Volt8 r.m.s. for rated power. 

**5% total harmonic distortion. 

Socket conmetions of this tube are shown in 
Fig. 8. 


AN ALL-WAVE SET 

(Continued from page 145) 

’--watt metallized resistors, 4A, 10; 

tuie Amperite self-adjusting line voltage con¬ 
trol. type 5A-5, 33; 

One Acratest power supply transformer, type 
5502, 31; 

One Acratest toggle switch, S. P. D. T. type 
1104, 4; 

One Acratest switch, double-pole, 5 position, 
type 4188, 13: 

One Acratest dynamic speaker, 6 in. diam., 
output transformer for 7.000-ohm impednnrc 
primary, 2,500-ohm speaker field, type 490 
27; 

Two Acratest 4-prong wafer sockets, type 
4062, 25, 30; 

Three Acratest 6-prong wafer sockets, type 
6934, 5, 16, 22: 

One Acratest toggle switch, type 4112, 32; 

One Acratest full vision dial and escutcheon, 
type 7175; 

One Acratest 4-Prong plug, 26; 

One metal chassis 8x5x2 ins. high; 

One piece of No. 18 D.C.C. wire, 1 in, long, 
closely wound over with about lo turns of 
No. 18 D.C.C. wire. 2. 


.... 



tAe WESTON /MeM o/ 
SELECTIVE ANALYSIS 


ANALYZER OBSOIESCENGE 

Saniikea.^ 


No longer is there the sliglitest need 
for worrying about Analyzer ohsoles- 
cenee. Vt estoii has foiiiid the solution, 
providing a design which is always 
uj).to-date regardless of tube develop- 
iiieiits. It s a method of Selective 
Analysis involving the new Weston 
Model 66.'> Selective Analyzer ami 
suitable Tube Selectors. 

Weston Model 66.5 
Selective Analyzer 
contains all the nec¬ 
essary volt age,current 
and resistance ranges. 

Tube Selectors to ac- 
coiiiniodate 4, 5,6 and 
7 l)roiig tubes are 
j)rovided. You mere¬ 
ly attach the projier 
Tube Selector to the 
Selective Analyzer. 


Next insert the plug into the tube 
socket of the radio set. Then by plug¬ 
ging into the proper jacks, voltage, 
current and resistance may be read 
in any part of the entire network 
leading to the tube socket. 

The W eston Model 665 Selective 
Analyzer with Tube Selectors truly is 
imi\ersal in its capacity to analyze 
radio receivers. New 
tubes merely niean 
a new, inexpensive 
Tube Selector. That’s 
how obsolescence is 
<dimiiiatc(l. Return 
the coupon today for 
complete information 
.. . Weston Electrical 
Instrument Corpora¬ 
tion, 599 Frelinghiiy- 
sen A ve., Newark, N. J. 


Modernize Your Analy- 
zer n ith Weston Socket 
Selector Units 

Your present Analyzer can be 
lirouglit ii|>.to-date and kept 
that way iiy means of the new, 
inexpcn^ive V^'eston Tiil)e 
Selectors which can lie used 
w ith all models and makes of 
Analyzers. Tteturii the cou¬ 
pon for descriptive inilh^tin. 


AilSSTON 

Kac/io Imfmmenrs 


Weston Electrical Instrument Corp. 
599 Frelinghuysen Ave., Newark, N. J. 

Please send liullelin describing Model 
665 Selective Analyzer and Tube 
Selectors. 

Name...... .... 


-Address. 
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83 tubes are rendered inoperative by arc- 
over of these rectifiers at the end of their 
useful life, thus burning out the power trans¬ 
former or the fuse, a “safety” feature has been 
incorporated in an improved type of mercury 
vapor rectifier. This tube automatically dis¬ 
connects itself from the circuit when arc-over 
occurs. A technical explanation of the tube 
design follows. 

The functioning of a mercury vapor rec¬ 
tifier is quite different from that of a high- 
vacuum rectifier, such as the type 80. In 
the mercury rectifier tube the successful 
operation is accomplished by the combined 
action of electrons and mercury ions, while 
in the high-vacuum tube only electrons are 
present. 

As the mercury rectifier is used under 
load, a condition gradually develops where posi¬ 
tive ion bombardment is very apt to localize 
at a spot on the cathode (filament) and raise 
the temperature of this spot far beyond the 
operating temperature. 

This local heating tends to encourage two 
objectionable and dangerous results: 

(1) Disintegration of the thermionically ac¬ 
tive material and vaporization of the metal 
filament or cathode at the point where posi¬ 
tive ion bombardment is concentrated with 
subsequent decrease in emission, resulting in 
a greater voltage drop between the plate and 
cathode and a corresponding increase in the 
velocity of ionic bombardment. 

(2) Heating of the mercury vapor at the 
point where ionization is localized to a tem¬ 
perature at which the vapor emits electrons. 
These electrons are drawn to the cathode dur¬ 
ing the half-cycle it is positive and consti¬ 
tutes a “back-current” or “arc over.” 

The electrons comprising the “back-cur¬ 
rent” mentioned above are drawn from the 
filament, which is common to both sections 
in most full-wave rectifiers, to the plate of 
the other section and back through the 
secondary of the plate transformer to the 
first plate and thence, via back-emission to 
the first filament. A complete circuit is thus 
formed comprising the secondary of the plate 
transformer and the low resistance from the 


plate to the cathode of one section of the 
tube and from the cathode to the plate in the 
section which has “arced over.” The filter 
and load are thus effectively short-circuited 
and the current through the secondary of 
the plate transformer is limited only by its 
impedance and the drop of approximately 15 
V. in each section of the tube. 

This circulating current reaches values sev¬ 
eral times the normal current and is usually 
sufficient to destroy the secondary winding 
or the primary winding, in which the current 
is, of course, increased. This flash-over, or 
arc-over, is not indicative of a faulty rectifier. 
It is an inherent limitation of gaseous recti¬ 
fiers, regardless of the skill and care taken 
in their manufacture and the tube may oper¬ 
ate perfectly a moment before it starts to 
flash-over. 

Following are the characteristics of specif¬ 
ic tubes designed to incorporate the “safety” 
feature. 

Type AD Mercury-Vapor Rectifier 
This tube is especially designed for small 
radio sets and is especially adapted for use 
in A.C.-D.C. receivers. 

Filament potential, 6.3 V.; filament current, 
300 ma.: maximum plate potential, 360 V.. 
r.m.6.: maximum peak plate potential, 600 V.; 
maximum D.C. output current (continuous). 
60 ma.; maximum peak plate current, 200 ma.; 
tube voltage drop, 15 V. Bulb is type S-12; 
base, small 4-pin (clockwise: heater, plate, 
cathode, heater). 

Type AF Mercury-Vapor Rectifier 
Filament potential, 2.6 V.; filament current. 
3 A.; maximum A.C. plate potential, per plate. 
500 V., r.m.s.: maximum peak inverse poten¬ 
tial, 1,400 V.; maximum D.C. output current 
(continuous), 126 ma.; maximum peak plate 
current, 400 ma.; tube voltage drop. 16 V. 
Bulb is type S-14: base, medium 4-pin. 

Type AG Mercury-Vapor Rectifier 
Filament potential, 6 V.: filament current. 
3 A.; maximum A.C. potential, per plate, 500 
V., r.m.s.: maximum peak inverse potential. 


1,400 V.; maximum D.C. output current (con¬ 
tinuous), 260 ma.: maximum peak plate cur¬ 
rent. 800 ma.; tube voltage drop, 15 V. Base 
is type ST-16; base, medium 4-pin. 

(Q.2) What details are there available in 
reference to the type AE tetrode mentioned 
in the same listing? 

(A.2) The following information is given 
in connection with the Arcturus type AE out¬ 
put tetrode. 

The type AE tetrode is an indirectly-heated 
(cathode-type) tube. The plate is so designed 
that there is little tendency for secondary 
electrons to be attracted to the outer or ac¬ 
celerating grid, and the tube therefore oper¬ 
ates as a pentode —although no supressor 
grid is used- This tube was developed to pro¬ 
duce as large a power output at low plate and 
accelerating grid voltages as possible without 
consuming more than approximately 10.6 ma. 
plate and accelerating grid current. The 
heater current is 0.3-A. so the heater may be 
connected in series with those of other tubes 
of the same rating; the tube is particularly 
adapted for use in 110 V.. A.C. D.C. receivers. 

Heater potential, 12.6 V.; heater current, 
0.3-A.; plate potential, 100 V.; accelerating 
grid potential, 100 V.; control-grid bias, 13.5 
V. (negative); plate current, 8.6 ma.; acceler¬ 
ating grid current, 1.75 ma.; amplification con¬ 
stant. 20; plate resistance, 12,000 ohms; trans¬ 
conductance, 1,660 mhos.; load resistance. 
13,500 ohms; power output. 400 milliwatts: 
maximum grid resistor value. 1 meg. Bulb 
is type ST-12; base, small 6-pin (clockwise: 
heater, plate, accelerating grid, control gri<I. 
cathode, heater). Full automatic grid bias 
is essential when a grid resistor is used. 


FIELD COIL EXCITERS 

(215) Mr. Charles Davis, Milford, Pa. 

(Q.) What are field coil “exciters” and how 
are they made? 

(A.) A field coil exciter supplies the D.C. 
required by the field coil of a dynamic repro¬ 
ducer. Some field coils—500 to 3,000 ohms; 
(Continued on jHiue J78> 
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READERS' PAGE 

(Continued from page 162 ) 

number of county fairs. A refrwerator manu¬ 
facturer placed their line of products on display. 
(A full-size, 20-8heet bll poster can be placeJ 
on each side for ad vert is in gr.) The cost of 
building and equippinjr this car was nearly I 
$3.'),000; the car was intended as a travelintf 
home and odicc. 


HOW TO MAKE A COMBINATION 
•TILTER-BOOSTER" 

Editor, R^dio-Craft: 

In Fifif. B is illustrated a simple device of 
unique design which may be attached in a few 
minutes to any rado receiver to improve its 
operation. This unit has band-pass character¬ 
istics which considerably enhance the tone 
quality: and in many cases the volume is almost 
doubled without causing circuit oscillation; 
finally, the selectivity is increased, resulting in 
an increase of the signal-noise ratio. The result 
is shown in Fig. 1. 


for PRECISE 

Measurements 

USE 

W^stinghouse 



PY-4 Instruments 


(Although this little instrument has been 
tested on sets of widely different design, most 
of the experiments were made in conjunction 
with a Savil, 110 V.. D.C. receiver of the type 
described by Mr. Vilkomerson in the December, 
1932, issue of Radio-Graft. Consequently, since 
the results will vary somewhat in each individ¬ 
ual instance, the description of operating results 
will be confined to this set model.) 

Resistor R, shown in Fig. lA, serves the dual 
purpose of phase changer and volume control. 
When the arm is at the center, the auxiliary 
circuit receives very little energy and tuning 
it will not affect the signal strength. However, 
when the contact is moved towards one end. 
the volume will increase and the tuning effect 
of C2 will become apparent as the knob is 
adjusted and the selectivity becomes greater. 

Moving the arm toward the other end will 
usually result in a diminution of volume. By 
detuning a little, it is possible to reduce inter¬ 
ference without reducing either the strength of 
the signal or the quality of the reproduction. 

The filter-booster is designed for T.R.F. sets 
it is not recommended for superhets. Use only 
mica condensers for C8 and C4. The band- 
spread effect that results at the shorter wave¬ 
lengths does not change the selectivity of the 
receiver but merely makes the tuning more con¬ 
venient; this feature is of particular merit 
where the set's tuning gang is controlled by a 
direct-acting tuning control instead of a vernier. 

If it is desired to operate the receiver closer 
to the point of oscillation, reduce the capacity 
of C4. The plate-break adapter connects into 
the plate circuit of the receiver's last R.F. tube 
at X, as shown in Fig. 2A. An off-on switch, 
ganged with R, may be connected to close the 
plate circuit, as shown dotted. Resistor R and 
the variable condenser C2 must be completely 
insulated from the shield can. Coil L2 is a 
standard broadcast T.R.F. unit; it must not 
approach the shield can closer than % in. at 
the sides, nor closer than % in. at the ends. 
The coil used by the writer was wound on a 
form one inch in dia.. with a secondary to 
match the condenser used as C2. The primary 
has 65 turns, center-tapped, wound over one end 
of the secondary. Four layers of Empire cloth 
correctly space these two coils. Primary and 
secondary are wound with No. 32 S.C.C. wire. 

List of Parts 

One variable condenser (overall, maximum di¬ 
mensions not to exceed those of the shield- 
can), 360 mmf., C2; 

One R.F. coil (to match C2). L2; 

Two mica condensers, C3, C4, 250 mmf.; 

One plate-break adapter; 

One potentiometer (with or without switch), 
straight-line-resistance calibration. 6.000 ohms, 
R; 

One 2 in. dial for C2; 

One knob for R; 

One Blan aluminum shield can* 5^x4V^x3V^ 
ins. deep; 

One battery clip (for grid lead)* one soldering 
lug (for ground lead), 10 ft flexible rubber- 
covered hook-up wire. 

Henrt P. Dalpayhat, 
New York, N, Y, 

(Continued on page 17U) 


^^^STINGHOUSE PY-4 
portable instruments— 
moderately priced voltmeters, 
ammeters and milliammeters 
—are accurate within ^ of 
1 per cent of full-scale value 
on alternating current and 
1 ^ per cent of full-scale value 
on direct current* 

A wide range of capac¬ 
ities are provided. For in¬ 
stance, there is a quintuple 
range voltmeter with scales 
of 0-4, 0-8, 0-16, 0-150, and 
0-750 volts. With this one in¬ 
strument, transformer ratios 

W E S T I N 


can be readily determined 
and practically all receiving- 
set alternating-current volt¬ 
ages measured. 

Mounted in neat, compact 
Moldarta cases, these instru¬ 
ments can easily be carried 
in your pocket. 

Catalog 43-110 describes 
the many refinements of these 
instruments, such as non- 
loseable terminal nuts, mir¬ 
ror scales and knife-edge 
pointers, Hypernikiron vanes 
and heavy shielding. Send 
the coupon for your copy. 

G H O U S E 


Quality workmanship 


SEND FOR 


C A T A L 0 


G 


guarantees every 
Westinghouse product 



Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Company 
Dept. 103, Room 2*N—East Pittsburgh, p«. 

Gentlemen: Please send FREE copy of Catalog 43*110, 
describing the PY.4 line of instruments. 

Name . 

Occupation .. ^ ^ 

Address .. 79613 


^ty . State .RC 9-33 


Be sure to turn to page 136 of this issue and read about the new 1933 OFFICIAL 
_ AUTO-RADIO SERVICE MANUAL which is now published. 



STUDY AT HOME 

We guide you step by step—furnish all text 
material, including fourteen-volume Law Li¬ 
brary .Training prepared by leading law profes¬ 
sors and given by members of the bar. Degree 
of LL.B. conferred. Low cost, easy terms. Get 
our valuable 64-page “Law Guide" and “Evi¬ 
dence” Looks free. Send for them NOW. 
LaSalle Extension University, Dept 1-73 Chicago 



Y«u r«y only fh* ftvtt cost of 
S9.BS complete with tube* to 
opero'e thie fine, funrenteed 
radio f]r one yeoi—IcM than 
3 cents 0 day. 0|>«ratM MW ■ 
wfiM*. any current — AC. 
D.C.. battory — ia home. car. 
camp. ahop. hotel. A hig radio in 
performanoe. Mr. Bond. Bloom- 
incton Ill aay,: **R«c«iv*d 92 
•tation*, many ovar 2,000 
mH«» diWfit.** Send for bit «ir> 
cular ebow n how you can enJoy 
t in your home lor 20 day, FREE, 

COLOENTONE RADIO MFC* CO. 


0*P|. 137, 11704 Uv«n«ols. DatroH. Mich. 
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Postal's 1934 Electric 

Superheterodyne 
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aptomatii 

\ (I I U M K 
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riON NOISE SUPPRESSOR—tO K ILOTVriJ^^^SELEC- 
rlVITV—3 «;ano <•<>\denser—tomPLETE SIIIEIJ) 
I\<;—absolutely noiseless AM) hum free— 

liAVLICHT RECEI^ION ON ANY TYPE AERIAL—AND 
..TilHi IMPORTANT FEATlUES Tl>0 NUMEROUS TO 


THE POSTAL 
« TUBE KLM 
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valuarlc 

FEATURES: 

i^.v this RErRIV. 


UNIQUK CONSTRUCTION 


Thti entire unit i* mounti-d on n riisK.>d rndmiiirn PlMwd rhaMiA 
•n i Fn«aH«d in « Lrnudftil rryn-il S. ij>I fu i «iih ■ iity ■iohiiiimk 
T h^ luiir* u»rtl are 1—I—1-117 I -LJ i—H4 «i-d 
2—7H The eiae ■( .he eiiiire iwi i» i«ly IO"»(k"*'»7 . 
l4«t Priee . $44-SO 


Sold to dealers and servicemen com¬ 
plete with all accessories tncludins 
Tubes, Remote control suppressor 
and aerial wire for only 


$24.9S 


NEW 11 ISO VOLTS AT SO MILS. 


h»v« oetually pr<j__ _. _ 

NOlSELEra 6 or dJ . Ji Ai.... EliniL 
■ ■for that will oMily deliver 180 voitH 
ai 50 mile, end dreina uiil\ 2 uinperre. 

6nLY THROUGH USE OP A 
BHKCTAL POWER TRANSFORMER. 

.S POSITIVE ACriSG FILTER SVS- . 
TEM AND A UNIQUE CONSTRUCT- 
— PULL-WAVE VIBRATOR are 

VelUaMe feeturea POaelhle. The 


ED 


aa 9 tiihea and la (hnrntiKhly ctjArnnteed. 
ate aliipment eonipletely wired ami lifted * 

...ly 

I.et Price 

p...r 32 Volta or Delro Svaiern—Ad.l $1.50 
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AvaRaMe lor immedl- 
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A 26-WATT P. A. SYSTEM 

{C<tnthn<ed from page 147) 


proiluco 26 WRtts, but only require 320 volts at 
100 ma. 

I Thtre is available a G-v<ilt, storaRt.*-battery 
operated motor Generator that was speeifically 
I di^siKned to meet the plate eurront require¬ 
ments of this amplifier, it is compact and light 
thereby facilitating its attachment diroetly Upon 
the amplifier chassis, as illustrated. (The overall 
dimensions of this generator are 5" Ig., 4'4" 
Wil.. 4" hg.. ami its weight is 7 lbs.) 

Aiioth<-r factor in favor of the new 53 tube 
is the diflFerenee in cost between the D.C. genera- 
I tor required for this amplilier, namely approxi¬ 
mately $25.00, as compared to approximately 
$70.00 for an A.C. generator retiuired for the 
I four 50 type tubes. Furthermore, the latter 
A.C. generator requires two 6 volt storage bat¬ 
teries and consumes approximately 30 amps. 
Compare that to the average current drain tif 8 
amps, consumed by the D.C. motor generator 
ruiuired for the t\vo 53 class B. 26 W. amplifiers 
described here; further, note that this new D.C. 
generator can be opera!e<l from only one 6-volt 
storage battery; in fact the additional current 
drain so imposed upon that battery is of small 
eonse<|uence, and will not give any cause for 
battery troubles. 

Description of Amplifier 

It will be observed that the input mixer con¬ 
trol box can be operattTl while fastened to the 
amplifier chassis; or, quickly and conveniently 
removed therefrom and operated any distance 
from the amplifier, thereby providing for remote 
placement (out of sight, if desired) of the am¬ 
plifier proper. Within this control box are con¬ 
tained the input matching transformers, enabl¬ 
ing the use of a single or double button micro- 
I ])hone, high or low impedance phono, pick-ups, 
radio tuner for prtigrams, etc. 

The controls on this unit provide for master 
volume control, fading, and mixing of any two 
inputs. A tone control and individual micro¬ 
phone-button rheostats are also included. Two 
toggle switches permit optional button-current 
readings on the milliammeter; another 8>\<tch 
gives phono (or "mike”) radio selection. All 
‘ connections are easily made on the rear of this 
i device and a dual conduction cable is run be¬ 
tween the control box and the amplifier “input** 
binding post terminals, shitwn in Fig, 3. This 
cable can be made up to 20 feet long, without 
introducing any appreciable losses or without 
. causing appreciable attenuation of the higher 
frequencies. The output impedance of the con¬ 
trol box matches the input imptdance of the 
grid circuit of the first 37 tube. It is to be 
noted that a master volume control, Rl, is 
mounted on the amplifier chassis proper; when 
the control box is employed, this volume control 
is turned completely “off,” so as to confine the 
volume control action entirely within the input 
control box itself. 

One of the main requisites of an amplifier is 
gain ; the extent of this factor determines the 
possible undistortenl output when weak input 
sources are to be amplified, such as those 


e-manating from non-s< nsitive microphones, poor 
phono pickups, <*tc. To provide for maximum 
volume output, a s<‘lf-containe<l pre^amplifu'r is 
in<-tu<]c<l, and consists of an input stage using 
one type 37 tube. 

This first A.F. tube, VI, is resistance couplet! 
into anoth«*r 37 lube, VT2, which, in turn, is 
resistance coupleel to two 89 triode elriver tubes, 
V3 ami V4. Each of these tlriver tubes is 
coupled through an imlividual step-down class B 
input transf«>rmer, Tl and T2 respectively, into 
Corresponding twin class B 53 output tubes, 
V5 and V'6; see Fig. 1. Each of these out¬ 
put tubes feeds its own ehannel, etpiipped with 
its own universal output transformer. T3 and 
T4, furnishe<l with secondary windings of 500, 
200. 15. 8, 4. and 2 ohms, connected to the six 
binding posts in each channel. It is apparent 
there are actually tuo output channels avail¬ 
able, which may. or may not, be used together. 
Thus, a whole bunk of speakers, connected to 
one of the output channels, T3, may be in¬ 
stantaneously disconnected by means of a switch, 
SI, without affecting in any way whatsoever the 
operation of the remaining speakers that may 
be connected to the other output transformer, 
T4 channel. As thi.s switch disconnects the 
“B” supply voltage to both the 89 driver and 
the corresponding rmtpiit tubes, maximum eco¬ 
nomy of operation is thereby obtained, which 
IS particularly desirable when operating the 
amplifier from either a motor generator or from 
batteries. At maximum output, the average 
motor-generator battery consumption is only 
414 amps, when only one channel is being used. 

The secondary windings of each output trans¬ 
former. T3 and T4 may be connected either in 
parallel or in series, thus allowing the entire 
audio output of 26 watts prixluced by this am¬ 
plifier to he connect e<! to one single channel con¬ 
sisting of either one or several dynamic speak¬ 
ers, with their voice coils of any usual imped- 
an<*e value. A further inspection of the schema¬ 
tic diagram will reveal that each amplifier is 
separately filtered—insuring fully slahle, hum- 
proof and noiseless operation throughout. As 
shown in the top and bottom viewfc. Figs. A 
and B, all essential components are separately 
mounted within individual shields. 

Changing From 6 Volts D,C, to 110-volts A.C. 
or Vice Versa 

Without changing any tubes and without 
making any alterations or internal or external 
adjustments, you can switch from one type of 
current source to another! Note how simply 
this is accomplished: A plug, PI, and cable 
protrmie from the amplifier chassis. For opera¬ 
tion from the 6-volt storage-battery-operated 
motor generator, all you need do is insert this 
plug into the socket S9. KSg. 2A, the terminals 
of which are, of course, connected to the D.C. 
output of the motor generator. It can thus be 
seen that both the plate and filament voltages 
are fed through plug PI from the 6-volt D.C. 
generator to the amplifier tube filaments and 
plates. 
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Fig. C. above 

The complete system closed for transportation. 


Fig. 2, right 

At A, the Socket 59 into which PI plugs for sin-volt 
operation; at B, socket $6 for A. C. operation. 
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On the other hand, for operation from the 
self-contained 110-volt A.C. Power Pack, this 
same pluff PI is removed from socket S9 and 
insetted instead into socket S8, Fip. 2B, the 
terminals of which are connected to the rectified 
and filtered D.C, output producetl in the 110-volt 
A.C. power pack and to the 6.3-volt A.C. wind¬ 
ing? on the power transformer PT. In a like 
manner, for exclusive battery operatian, this 
same pluK (PI can be inserted into still an¬ 
other socket, not illustrated) may be connecterl 
to a bank of “'B'* batteries (consistinpr of seven 
4.’)-volt units) and, of course, to a 6-volt storage 
battery. 

The r>3 tubes are of the 2.5 volt type, and to 
simplify the filament circuit of the entire ampli¬ 
fier so that only one pair of filament leads are 
required, the two 53 tubes are wired in series 
along with a .5>ohm resistor, Rl4. which reduces 
the 6,3-volt A.C, or D.C. volt^ige to the required 
5 volts for the two tubes. For the same reason, 
the 37 and 89 types of tubes are employed, their 
filaments requiring 6.3 volts A.C. or D.C. 

It was an achievement to build this high 
powered universal operating amplifier onto so 
amazingly compact a chassis measuring only 
19 ins. long (with the mounting flanges), 10 ins. 
deep, and 3 ins. high. (The auxiliary compo¬ 
nents mounttHi above the chassis add another 5% 
ins. to the overall height.) lu total weight, in¬ 
cluding the >nput control box, 6-volt D.C. motor 
generator, and 110-volt A.C. power pack, is but 
43% lbs. 

The 110-volt A.C. power transformer, PT. 
must have 5% voltage regulation, so that there 
will be plenty of reserve power to handle the 
enormous peak currents drawn by the two 53 
output tubes. A switch S3 turns this A.C. power 
pack on and off. Two heavy duty 75 ma. R.F. 
chokes R.F.C.l and R.I^.C.2 are inserted into 
each rectifier plate lead; they are used in con¬ 
junction with C17 and C18 to eliminate any 
noise when a radio tuner is used. Sec Fig. 2B. 

For the same reason. R.F.C.3 and R.F.C.4. 
15 amp. chokes, together with C19 and C20, are 
employed with the D.C. motor generator only if 
a radio tuner is to be used in this P.A. instal¬ 
lation. A toggle switch, S2. controls the on-off 
action of this motor generator. See Fig. 2A. 

Another valuable feature of this amplifier is 
the relatively low plate voltage requirements. I 
which are 320 volts D.C. produced by the motor 
generator, and, 350 volts A.C. being produced 
by the power transformer. The latter voltage 
is rectified by the 83 tube and, in turn, is ap- j 
plied through two heavy ‘'floating chokes," CHI 
and CH2. to the remainder of the filter system 
entirely eliminating any danger of the self-heal¬ 
ing. 500-volt electrolytic condensers from ever 
breaking down. 

By employing dual-field dynamic speakers, it is 
possible to excite their fields from your optional 
choice of either the 6-volt storage battery or 
from a suitable 110 volt A.C. exciter. 

In the same manner, a 6-volt storage battery 
operated dual speed (33% and 78 r.p.m.) phono- ‘ 
jrraph motor (consuming only 2.8 amps.) has 
been especially designed to be used for this 
amplifier, operating from either (or both) 6-voIt 
D.C. (this can vary from 5 to 7 volts) or from 
110 volts A.C. by virtue of a specially designed 
power source that converts the 110 volts A.C. 
into C volts D.C. at 3.0 amperes ! 


UNIVERSALLY-POWERED.^ 

Operates From 6 VoitStorace Battery amd from f/OFoirAC 




toriufiw. Ball Parka, theaVre^i. 
otHuautiM. Benebes. Skatins Itiaks, 
CAmpft. Schools. Carniv.aU. liuce 
Tr^ka. Churebes. Parks. CloJw. 

Alovian.'' ConventtoUA. IloteU Dem- 
oitotrations. liallii. etc., etc,, .ire ideal 
for thi.H complete Interlockimt 
SyHtnm silticb may be permanent¬ 
ly or temporal ily in.HtHllc<J in your car 
for Sound Truck applioationa. cum- 
pletely oiicratini: tbereiii from a 6 Volt 
StoraKe Battery (or from 110 Vult AC Uiie 
bronctit to til* earf>—Olt. thia very 
■yatem may be removed from your ci.r md 
carried mdimf# for om-rati-m from 110 

Spemlly d^icned Du.al Field 12 In. Wricht 
Dit Oynamie Speaker* tufether with a 

Mmbination MO Volt AC and « Volt UG 
Tw^peed I'hono Motor and l^iekup PLUS 
a Unlyer.ally Opwated fully moderninij 7 
Tube Super-Uet Tuner provide the addi¬ 
tional adjunct* to complete thia unueual and 
fully verMlde eyetem. 

The^ unit* are houeed in idealieel eiae aturdy 

lefttherette-<*ovrre<l c/irfyinc «4|uippea 

hfvR<|lp^, Afiikfwtn (irnw boh.« 
and double lockinc calehe* (antened to e.ach 
ra*e In ^entical piieitior.i. Tliie feature makee 
It powibl* to "no»i" Or "inter-lock” any one. 

• *''‘'*'* TOOETIIKR. icreaily 
riimplifyin* tiiereliv the carry in* of the com¬ 
plete eyetem. a* ill 11*1 reted. 
jloth Miu uniform conitruction and interlockinx 
feature permit you to purchase, any. the Amtili- 
Iter and one Speaker only for your initial m-vde. 
while til# Phono Motor, '‘.*fijper-Mvt’' Tuner 
ntid additional a|>eakcre may be purcUas'-d 
later on. 


Less AC Pack. Generator. ® 

fJbis"'. * ^32f5£ 

Same a$ above but FACTORY WIRED. 

Ready for immediate use. $39 SO 

Set.of Matched Tubes (2-37, 2-89, 

6 Volt Storage Battery Motor Cener- 
^1®'' - $19 SO 

110 Volt AC POWER PACK. FACTORY 

n* 1-B3 Rectifier $22.SO 

All Purpose" Input Mixer Control 

dOK. <1 £ 

Portable Two-Speed Electric Phono 
Motor, Turntableand Pickup. Including 
Carrrtng Case, For 6 Volt Storage Bat¬ 
tery Operation only, 439 50 

IkJ? Power Supply for 

above 6 Volt Phono Motor. Permits 
optional uae of 6 Voft DC or HO Volt 

12 In. Wright Oe Coster 25 WaM^Peak 
Oynamic Speaker Complete with Baffled 
Carrying Case for fi Volt DC only $21.50 
Same a* above, but for HO Volt AC 
only, including 280 or 82 Rectifier 
Tube. . *31 50 

o^uel Field Speaker Model. For Com¬ 
bination 6 Volt DC .snd 1 lO Volt AC oo- 
eration. Complete with Baffled Carrv- 
Ing Case Exciter, and 280 or 82 Rec- 
tiller Tube. $3S so 

Portable Leatherette-Covered Inter- 
2 with 

2 Removable Covers and Snap-on 
"*****^ ®'”'**'**®''* 

7 fuhe l7niV«r«>i{fv Oprrdfrd "Suptr-iiti'- 
Tunpr A^nUahU^Writt t/<4artp|ive 

tUr0 « A</ i^rict9 


Designee/ By 

LOUIS GANCHER 

Regardless of whether your present 
requirements are for an amplifier 
system operating EXCLUSIVELY from 
110 Volts AC or exclusively from a 8 
Volt Storage Battery, you should 

f iurchase this model bi-«;tue« It not only 
IKEUATES AS EFFICIENTLY i.» *ny 
Amplifier (ipretofore eolrly deeisnrd lor e»- 
cluAivr UBv with either 6 Volt* DC ur 110 
Volt* AC BUT IT COSTS YOU NO 
MORE to lieve thl* UNIVERSAL I'OWEU 
FEATUUei TJite UltrA-CompAct. f.ieht 
W, 1 * 1 , 1 . and Complpiely Self-ConrAii<e<l 
Unii'i-rBolly Powered .Amplifier, unihe* onto 
one rhu*«i* .* Six Volt Storaxo Buttery 
Operiiled Motor-Generiitor. n llO V’olt .\C 
Power I'Unt. an Input "Mixer” Control 
Ilox (Removable) nod the .Amplifier proper 
whirh may eleo be operated a* a permeneni 
chnMie inerellation (eithoiit the cerryin* c^imi 
11 * illuilraied tn the left). The Input "Mixer' 
Control Ilox (evui'p^ed iri’lA a ton* cuntral and 

ftirHititt for roMpfino, ” tfirinv” and 

or iOO-IOO oAm mirropkon**, ^fW». 
£00. or too oKm PAono PrrAup* and A'adia 
Te-irr* or ortrrnof Prt-Ampiijierr} may Iw 
operntfd when funlened to the nmitlifier. 
Ulii*trete<l or removed therefrom to nny die- 
tnnee in a momeni. thereby eneblln* iii« 
remote phteement and (tomplrte control of the 
fanipilfier proper. 

Four nl.’Mei of High Gain Ampliftcalion uti)i>- 
in,: 2—3l. 2—89. 2—S3, ineiudinx a Pre- 
Ainpliher atAxe uneure Maximum Am pi (fleet ion 
of even the n eakr*! Input eixnnl* T«'o output 
cliannel* pro ride for the uee of two eepArate 
bank* of *i>i>Akere Independent of eneh otlier; 
bnwei’rr. If detired. bath ehenael* may l>e 
combined into one. for oiwreiion of only ONE 
Bl'EAKEK or eeveral in one chamiel. A ewiteh 
provide* foe diKonncCiinx one of the output 
eh.'ianel* effecting thereby economical oi>er- 
otiun for medium <13 Wette) eound roverage 
requirement*- 

Tochen^efrom OVolt DC Operation to 1 IQ Volt 
AC(or vicevcra.'i)it iaonly neceea.'vry to remove 
the plug from one eocket .-tnd ineert it Into an¬ 
other, both conven!eotl> located on (he eliAsata. 

NO TUBES TO 
C1IANGE...VO 
ADAPTERS 
KEQUIREO 
. . Takes 
BUT 
A M O 
MENT 


RAPID 

l2S RWiSTI7*3T. NEW YORK C 


List of Parts 

Two Remington class B input transformers, type 
T1E665, Tl. T2 : 

Two Remington class B output transformers, 
type T3E655 with sifcondary windings of 500. 
200, 15, 8, 4 and 2 ohms. T3, T4 ; 

Two Remington filter chokes 30 hy.. 200 ohms 
60 ma,. CHI. CH2; 

One Remington filter choke 30 hy.. 500 ohms. 
50 ma.. CH3 ; 

One CRL 0-500.000 ohm potentiometer. R1 ; 

Two Lynch 10,000 ohm. 1 watt, metallized resis¬ 
tors. R2. R6: 

Five Lynch 250,000 ohm. 1 watt, metallized 
resistors. R3, Rd. R5. R7. R8. 

Two Lynch 1.000 ohm. 1 watt, metallized res is 
tors, R9. RIO: 

Two Lynch 50,000 ohm, 1 watt, metallized resis¬ 
tors, Rll, R12 : 

One Lynch 1,500 ohm, 3 watt, metallized re¬ 
sistor. R13 ; 

One 0.5-ohm, 3 watt, wire wound resistor. Rid ; 

One 60 ohm center-tapped resistor. R15 ; 

Two 6 mf.. 35 volt, electrolytic condensers Cl 
C3 ; ■ ’ 

Two Aerovox 0.02-mf.. 400 volt, tubular con¬ 
densers, C2, C4 ; 

('Continued on page F77) 
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WANTED! 


Jobbers-Mall Order Houses and Represenlalivrsin all Terriiorics 

TWO FAST MOVERS 


Coils for . 

Coil Assemblies Oynamic Speakers 

We a Iso Manufacture Various Types ofMagneiic Speak 

Wo can Supply and Kemody Your Speaker Nccd». 
Soraker hffirt. Since 19SI 
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CHEMISTRY 


Complete, practical home-.ctudy (^yursea Dreoared hv 
tV*®. diem Isis In this countn^. deluding 

Allkn Roueus. B.S., M.S., Ph.D.—Head of Department 
of Industrial Chcmlstr}-, Pratt Institute; L. M. Tolman, 
E 'jw-prcsldent. United Chemical and OrBanlo 

Irnducts Co.; Bn.MYLBr Stoughton. B.S.—Head of tho 
Department of McUllurgy. Lelilgh University, and oiberai 


nternational school of chemistry 


Division of the I nternational Correspondence Schools 
Box 6676-B, Scranton. Penna. 

\\ ithout cost or obligation, please send me full 
details of your liome-study course in 
9 Analytical Chemistry O Industrial Chemistry 
U Chemical Enflincering □ Short Chemistry Course 
□ Pharmacy 
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A NEW and even greater 

DIAGNOMETER 

The MASTER Series 



OPERATING NOTES 

(Continued from page 157) 


For those who desire the ultimate in 
complete laboratory test equipment. 
Tests ALL tubes including NEWEST 
TYPES without adapters—on a meter 
dial which is colored for accurate 
“Bad," “Doubtful," and “Good” trans¬ 
conductance classifications: and is ad¬ 
justable to varying power supply po¬ 
tentials. Tubes can also be tested 
from the sockets of operative radios. 

The famous patented Supreme MUL¬ 
TIMETER circuit is calibrated with a 
full-wave crystalline rectifier unit for 
accurate measurements of: 

M. A. ranges 0/2.5/10/25/100/250 
M. A. and 0/2.5 amperes. 

A.C.-D.C. Output ranges 0/2.5/10/ 
25/100/250/1,000/2,500 volts. 

Capacity ranges 0/0.01/1.0/10 mfds. 

Ohm ranges 0/500/5,000/50,000/500,- 
000 ohms. 

Megohm ranges 0/5/25 megs. 

All readings made directly on meter 
dials—no charts. 

The exclusive Supreme FREE REF¬ 
ERENCE POINT system of analysis 
is still further improved in the Mas¬ 
ter Diagnometer, so that all point-to- 
point analytical measurements are 
made by the use of plainly marked 
switches. This advance in test instru¬ 
ment design not only provides maxi¬ 
mum speed and flexibility but guards 
against early obsolescence. 

An A.C.-D.C. specially-stabilized 
and completely-shielded 1009c modu¬ 
lated oscillator circuit with variable 
attenuator is employed with tap switch 
tuning frequencies marked on the panel 
so that tuning charts are not required; 
maximum tuning accuracy is assured 
at 11 fundamental frequency settings 
ranging from 130 to 1875 kilocycles, 
and covering the 20, 40, and 80 meter 
short-wave bands. The most beautiful 
and complete instrument in the world. 


Dealers’ Net Cash 
Wholesale Price 


$14750 


Majestic 20 

la this receiver, a Majestic 20, the same 
trouble of fading of strong local signals was 
the complaint. The customary tests of the 
ground, aerial, tubes, and voltages and cur¬ 
rent readings disclosed nothing out of the or¬ 
dinary. Inquiries brought out the fact that 
this set had been repaired once before for the 
eamc trouble. Because of the compactness 
of this set, and because of the necessity of 
removing the ends of the chassis to get at and 
unsolder six leads before the bottom pan can 
be removed, I hesitated a while before under¬ 
taking this Operation. 

Fading of this nature could possibly be 
due to poor socket contacts. The old reliable 
plate-circuit break-in adapter was connected 
to the milliammeter, and then put into service. 
Ity jiggling the tubes, one at a time, the 
trouble was soon discovered to be in the first- 
detector tube socket. Removing the bottom 
pan—to the accompaniment of a few unkindly 
thoughts directed to the awkward design of 
this particular set—something fell out, which 
later proved to be part of the detector filament 
socket spring contact. Whether or not this 
defect was due to ff^rmer attempts to rectify 
the same trouble, is difficult to state; how¬ 
ever, the repairs in this case necessitated the 
installation of a new socket. 

Stewart-Warner Series 950 

A Stewart-Warner Series 950 emitted an 
interrupted buzzing noise which continued 
after the ground and aerial wires had been dis¬ 
connected. This trouble was quickly remedied 
by replacing the detector tube with a new 27 
tube. The easiest way to determine whether 
abnormal or excessive hum originates in the 
detector tube or in the first audio tube is to 
disconnect the aerial and ground wires; turn 
on the set and let the tubes warm up; set 
the volume control on minimum volume posi¬ 
tion ; then remove the detector tube. If ab¬ 
normal hum still persists, re-insert the tube 
and remove the first audio tube. If the hum 
is minimized by this procedure, this tube 
should be replaced. If it is reduced to normal 
by removing the detector tube, then this tube 
should be replaced. Increasing hum with ad¬ 
vancing volume control is another sign that 
the fault is in a defective detector tube. 

In another receiver of the same make and 
model, noisy reception and hum were traced 
to the two wire-wound resistors, which are 
mounted on a bakelite strip and covered top 
and bottom with gray insulating paper. In 
taking out these resistors, the strip and the 
insulating papers are generally found to be 
badly burned, and they cannot be handled 
without falling into small pieces. In re¬ 
placing this resistor strip, it is a good idea 
to mount the strip on two hard rubber bush¬ 
ings. each one about one-inch high, so as to 
bring this atrip up and away from the bottom 
of the chassis; also, place hard rubber bush¬ 
ings between the strip and the insulating 
papers in order to give the air a chance to 
circulate around the resistors. It is impor¬ 
tant at this time to check over the five colored- 
carbon-rod resistors which are all mounted 
on one strip, as you will find that a few of 
them possibly have changed considerably from 
the recommended values, especially the 20,000- 
ohm purple-colored, screen-grid resistor. See 
Fig. 4. 

Another Stewart-Warner receiver had low 
volume accompanied by sharp, crackling noises. 
Visual inspection of the receiver and tubes 
disclosed the fact that the rectifying tube 
had a deep blue glow. A new tube was sub¬ 
stituted with the same result. This clearly 
indicated that the trouble lay in the power 
pack. The chassis was removed, and the 
trouble was traced to a leaky filter condenser 
in the power pack. 


For complete inforniation, write 

SUPREME 

INSTRUMENTS CORPORATION 

470 Supreme Bldg. Green wood. Miss. 


KoUfer K28 

A Kolster K28 was serviced because of the 
complaint of a very abnormal hum. On 
top of the cabinet rested a very beautiful 
electric table lamp with a high porcelain base. 
In lifting off the lamp, prior to an inspection, 
from the top of the cabinet, the abnormal 
hum ceased immediately. (The lamp must 


have been lit l^Editor.) The Cause of the 
hum was explained to our customer: also sug¬ 
gestions were offered as to a better resting 
place for the lamp. Our customer, how¬ 
ever, insisted that the top of the cabinet 
was the only place for that particular lamp, 
and that it was up to me to see to it that 
the objectionable hum was eliminated. Sim¬ 
ple? Yes, very simple in the customers mind: 
but, unfortunately, 1 could not at that moment 
ehare my customers optimistic viewpoint; 
however, it really did later turn out to be a 
very simple little job. 

By chance, 1 took hold of the porcelain base 
with one hand and, touching the chassis with 
the other, I noticed that the hum ceased en¬ 
tirely. If the base had been made of metal, 

I would have thought it to be natural; but 
this base was made from insulating material! 
Here, evidently, was the solution of the prob¬ 
lem, namely ground the darn thing. I ob¬ 
tained from the customer an old, brass visit¬ 
ing-card tray which, as chance w-ould have it, 
just fitted the bottom of the lamp base. A 
wire was connected to the ground post of the 
set, and the other end of the wire was soldered 
to the brass tray. It did the trick. 

Radiola 33, D.C. _^ 

A Radiola 33, D. C. receiver furnished an¬ 
other interesting problem: the complaint in 
this case was an intermittent, sputtering 
noise. During inspection, I was informed that 
the noise was more persistent in the evening 
than in the day. The dry-cell “C” battery was 
tested with a low resistance voltmeter, and 
found to be practically dead. This condition, 
of course, would lead one to believe that this 
battery was the source of the noise: but it 
does not account for the increased noise at 
night. ^ 

The set was removed from the cabinet and 
all wires inspected for possible loose can- 
nections. The four flexible leads connected 
to the underside of the detector-tube socket 
terminals were suspected. This socket is of 
the type known as a “floating socket.” and 
here is where the real trouble was found. One 
of the flexible filament leads, which at a first 
glance appeared to be a good soldered con¬ 
nection, was found to be partly broken off, 
and held only by a few strands of wire to 
the spring contacts. Replacing with a slightly 
longer piece of flexible wire cured the trouble. 
The location of the apartment house and the 
heavy street traffic at night, accounts for the 
increased noise at that time. 

Clarion A.C. 51 

Intermittent reception was the complaint 
this time. A check with the analyzer dis¬ 
closed all operating voltages to be practically 
normal; current readings in the radio-fre¬ 
quency stages seemed to be slightly higher 
than the recommended values, which pointed 
to a possible short circuit in these stages. 
The chassis was pulled out. The green lead 
at the volume control, which feeds the screen- 
grid circuit, was unsoldered and the ohm- 
meter was put into service. Placing one of 
the testleads to the green wire and the other 
end to the chassis produced no reading, which 
eliminated any possible short circuit in these 
condensers. The red wire, which feeds the 
cathode circuit, was next unsoldered, and the 
test repeated. The ohmmeter at this test 
indicated a partial reading. The leads at the 
radio-frequency grid bypass condensers were 
then removed and tested. The ohm meter read 
the same, indicating a partially shorted grid 
condenser. A new .1-mf. condenser was sub¬ 
stituted and the trouble remedied. See Fig. 5. 

Clarion A.C. 70 

A peculiar rattle in the speaker is a com¬ 
mon complaint on Clarion A.C. 70 model re¬ 
ceivers. A Service Man not familiar with this 
particular model would ordinarily suspect the 
speaker, and perhaps spend much time in test¬ 
ing it and other components. The real trouble 
is generally due to the fact that the screen- 
grid tube U touching the metal shield parti¬ 
tion on top of the chassis. Place a few rub* 
ber bands around the tube and the rattle will 
disappear. 

(Continued on page 174) 
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will not need the tubes for the present. The 
set is now operatinST as an ordinary crystal job, 
without tube amplification. Tune in. with Cl. 
as many stations as possible and make a careful 
record of the exact setting of each one. The 
more carefully and painstakinerly you do this 
part of the job, and the more stations you “Iok,” 
or record, the easier the rest of the adjustments 
will be. 

Next tune in the most powerful station possible 
and turn on the tubes, brin^infir the volume con¬ 
trol to its maximum-volume position. Switch the 
phone plug to the output jack. Varying the 
contact between the little wire or catwhisker, and 
the crystal-roller in the second-detector. D2, 
should now result in scratchy noises in the 
phones. Adjust this detector so that the wire is 
just bareiif making contact, and then alawltf 
rotate the oscillator condenser, C2, until the same 
.station is heard that was previously heard with 
the crystal alone. 

Adjust condenser C2 to the position of 
maximum volume; and the second-detector. D2. 
to its most sensitive position. Then, adjust the 
two screws, through the holes in the top of the 
.shield can of the intermediate frequency trans¬ 
former. L3, for maximum volume. This opera¬ 
tion varies the capacity of condensers C3. Cl, 
and tunes the transformer to the intermediate 
frequency of 175,000 cycles, or 175 kc. 

If any trouble is had in brtnfiTing in the signal, 
it might be well to adjust these condensers by 
*‘feel,” turning the screws one way or the other, 
slowly, until approximately the same pressure 
is required to turn each. But be careful not to 
run them so far out that the thread comes loose 
or you might have difficulty getting the adjust¬ 
ment screw' back on again. 

After you tune in your first signal it is simply 
a Question of varying the adjustments until you 
get the maximum results from the circuit. If 
you do this logically and carefully, always mak¬ 
ing it a point to realize exactly what you are 
doing each time you turn a knob or screw, you 
will soon learn a great deal about the most 
useful and widely-applied circuit known today, 
the superheterodyne. 

The reason for making the log of stations with 
Only the crystal will become apparent as you 
work; for you always know the setting of one 
tuning dial and have only to find the other. 

Design Considerations 

The reason for mounting the crystal detec< 
tors on the panels is to allow of simplified wir¬ 
ing and interchangeability as one may work 
better than the other in a given position. 

Ganging the two tuning condensers was not 
attempted for the simple reason that the gang¬ 
ing of an oscillator and R,F, tuning condenser 
is a rather complicated process, involving the 
use of what is called a ''padding" circuit in the 
racillator section to make the two tuning curves 
"line up." You will see what is meant by this 
if you plot the curves for the two dials, using 
dial divisions^ and frequencies along the two 
sides of a piece of ordinary "squared" graph 
paper. Because of the wide capacity-range of 
the tuning condensers, it was not found neces* 


THE RADIO BEGINNER 

(Continued from page 101) 


aary to modify either the coils or the condensers 
in order to tune over the entire broadcast band. 
However, some such procedure (and a tidious, 
complicated one it is) would be required if it 
is desired to have the two condenser dials 
(Cl, C2) match. 

While it was stated in the beginning of this 
article that the super was the most sensitive 
and selective circuit available, do not on this 
account expect too much of this little set; it 
was designed primarily to demonstrate the prin¬ 
ciple of operation, not to be a world beater in 
picking up stations. In fact, if you live in a 
particularly poor radio location it might be 
advisable to add a second stage of audio fre¬ 
quency amplification; the circuit following the 
second-detector will be exactly similar to that 
shown in the beginners’ article in the July issue. 
And if you are real ambitions, you can also ailrt 
an R.F. stage as shown in the August issue. 
If you have follovivd the series through carefully 
and intelligently you should be able to do both 
of these stunts with little trouble. 

Below is given a complete list of the parts re¬ 
quired ; those of you that have followed the 
^ries, have most of them. Winding data has 
been given in previous issues for the two R.F, 
colls, Ll, L2; it is not recommended that you 
attempt to wind the “intermediates," L3. since 
this is a job requiring considerable skill and 
experience. Of course, if you happen to have 
in the junk box one of the old-fashion type 
peaked at 30 k.c. or 45 k.c,. they will be per¬ 
fectly satisfactory for this set. 

List of Parts 

One two.circuit tuner, Ll ; 

One three-circuit tuner, L2; 

One 176 kc, intermediate frequency transformer, 
Li3 p 

Two 360 mmf. tuning condensers. Cl, C2; 

One mica dielectric fixed condenser. 600 mmf. 
C6: 

Two Concourse paper dielectric condensers 
.6.mf„ 200 V., C6, V7; 

One Concourse paper dielectric condenser. 4 

mf„ 200 V., C8; 

One Concourse dry electrolytic condenser, 20 mf 
26 V., C9; 

One Centra lab 25.000 ohm volume control, with 
switch attached. Rl-Sw.; 

One 10.000 ohm, V^-watt resistor, R2; 

One 5,000 ohm, 1 watt resistor. R3 ; 

One Amperite filament ballast, type 3H-1, R4 ; 
One 750 ohm, %.watt resistor, R5 ; 

One type 30 tube. VI ; 

One type 33 tube. V2: 

One four-prong socket, for Vl; 

One five-prong socket, for V2; 

One single-closed-circuit jack. Jl; 

One open-circuit jack, J2; 

Two crystal detectors, Dl. D2; 

Two dials, for Cl, C2; 

One knob, for L2 (tickler) ; 

Two clips for Ant. and Gnd.; 

One baseboard. 10 x 14 x ^ in. thick; 

One roll solid push-back hook-up wire; 

Three 45 V. batteries, "B”; 

One 2 V. storage cell, '*A." 


matically provided. The chief advantage claimed 
for 100% modulation is that the maximum out¬ 
put is obtained from a radio set at a given 
input. An unmodulated R.F, signal potential, 
when applied to a set, will produce no audio 
output, although the input signal may be 
strong enough to overload the R.F. or de¬ 
tector elements of a receiver. This fact is 
evidenced by connecting an output meter to 
a set which is responding to the signals of 
a broadcast station; the meter needle will 
respond to the modulation signals of music or 
voice, but returns to zero during the intervals 
between ^ voice or musical impulses, although 
the carrier energy is just as strong between 
signals as it is during modulation. With a 
100% modulated oscillator, the radioman is 
much less likely to set the attenuation at a 
point which will overload the R.F. or detector 
circuits of a set when erroneous adjustments 
are likely to result. 

Furthermore, most modern broadcasting sta¬ 
tions are 100% modulated, and it is logical to 
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conclude that oscillators which are miniature 
substitutes for broadcast stations should also 
be 100% modulated. A special stabilized cir¬ 
cuit was developed over a period of several 
months for this oscillator for keeping the 
frequency^ constant with varying attenuation 
and varying power supply potentials. Other 
circuits with various technical names, using 
from one to four tubes, have been developed 
to accomplish such desirable stabilization, but 
none of these seem to offer any advantages 
over the present arrangement which has 
proven entirely satisfactory for practical radio 
servicing requirements. 

All of the controls and parts of this tester 
are symmetrically arranged on a bakelite panel 
which measures 11^x19% inches. The panel 
is mounted in a beautifully-finished hardwood 
carrying case with a slip-hinged cover in which 
a commodious compartment is provided for 
the accessories which accompany the tester, 
and for such small tools as the radioman may 
want to use with the tester. 


Your Tube Tester is 

OBSOLETE 

If it does not have Supreme's 
Free Reference Point System of 
Tube Testing 



In the new Model 45 Supreme Tube 
Tester each element in the tube is con¬ 
nected to the contact arm of an indivi¬ 
dual selector switch so that proper cir¬ 
cuit connections can be made to each 
element REGARDLESS OP ITS TERM¬ 
INAL CONNECTION AT THE TUBE 
BASE OR METAL CAP. 

All socket holes are numbered in ac¬ 
cordance with R, M. A. standards. There 
is a rotary switch for each of these 
socket terminals bearin^r a correspond¬ 
ing number. The contact arm of this 
switch is directly connected to the 
socket terminal having the same num¬ 
ber. The eleven contacts on each of 
these rotary switches are connected to 
Various parts of the tube tester circuit 
and to a selector of grid and plate volt¬ 
ages, By rotating the contact arm of 
the switch, the tube element located at 
the particular numbered terminal cor¬ 
responding to the switch can be con¬ 
nected to any part of the circuit or to 
any voltage desired. In this manner if 
a tube has a plate, for example, where 
the cathode is usually located, this plate 
element at the cathode location can be 
connected to a suitable plate voltage in¬ 
stead of to the —B position in the cir¬ 
cuit to which the cathode is ordinarily 
connected. A COMPLETE CHANGE 
IN THE LOCATION OF THE TUBE 
ELEMENTS MAKES NO DIFFER¬ 
ENCE TO THE SUPREME MODEL 
45. Let the tube manufacturer locr.te 
the plate at the tube cap, the control 
gnd in the plate position and the cath¬ 
ode where the grid is usually placed— 
the Model 45 will test the tube per¬ 
fectly. The group of rotary switches 
also provides a means of applying al¬ 
ternating potentials of correct value to 
the tube elements as specified by the 
tube manufacturers. 

This is important since many times 
defects, such as partial shorts, will evi¬ 
dence themselves, which is not always 
the case when a potential is applied to 
a tube element considerably lower than 
the operating value. 

FREE REFERENCE POINT SYS¬ 
TEM of tube testing is the greatest 
advance ever made in tube tester de¬ 
sign. End your worries with the Su¬ 
preme Model 45. Order yours today. 


DEALERS NET CASH 
WHOLESALE PRICE 


>29 


50 


Supreme Instruments Corp. 

468 Suprame Bldg. GrMnwood, Miss. 
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AMERICA'S 

OUTSTANDING ' f 
MICROPHONE VALUE. 


The Lifetime 
Model No, 88 
Double Button 
Microphone —• 
an actual$35.00 
Value offered 
at our special 
i n troductory 
price of only 


Lifetime 88 is a marvel of 
rugged and simple construction 
—3V^" in diameter—2" thick 
overall. Accurately machined 
and beautifully chrome plated. 
Has a gold spot duralumin dia¬ 
phragm .002" thick—special ad¬ 
justable stretch ring—gold con¬ 
tact buttons—200 ohms each— 
is scientifically dampened and 
has a frequency of between 40 
to 7500 cycles within 4 DB. 




UNQUESTIONABLY THE 
GREATEST VALUE EVER 
OFFERED IN A CARBON 
MICROPHONE! 


A 50-WATT TRANSMITTER 
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powt’r amplifier circuits, improve<l operation has 
been eflFected so that the correct phase relation¬ 
ship of the various frequencies is maintained. 
It is even more important that the amplification 
be essentially linear so that harmonic frequencies 
are not (ren crated to an appreciable extent. 
This is accomplished by the use of improved 
transformers, balanced push-pull circuit and over 
conservative use of tubes which are only called 
upon to deliver a fractional part of their max¬ 
imum output power. 

The radio frctjuency (carrier) for the trans¬ 
mitter is obtained from one of two crystal-con- 
trolled oscillators. The fn^quency is detcrmintnl 
by a specially trrtjund quartz crystal ^^hich is 
mounted in a compensatini? holder. This device 
is mountt*d in a thermally insulated compart¬ 
ment in which the temperature is maintained 
relatively constant at a predetermined value. 
Both crystal oscillators are operated continuously 
day and night so that they are instantly avail¬ 
able for use. The highest tlegree of frequency 
stability is thereby attained. This is important 
from the listeners* standpoint, since it provides 
the maximum assurance that interference with 
other high class stations will not be experienced. 

The radio fri^qucmcy carrier is further am¬ 
plified by screen grid tubes until it ia at an 
approximately similar voltage level to the out¬ 
put of the push-pull audio power amplifier. 
These currents are then combined or modulated 
at a comparatively low power level, in a radio 
amplifier unit rated at 260 watts output. Here, 
again, design improvements have been made to 
assure that the carrier will be properly moulded 
and controlled by the audio signal current so that 
the fidelity and phase relationship will not be 
changed. 

The combined radio and audio currents are 
further amplified by two push-pull radio fre¬ 
quency stages rated 5 kw and 50 kw output 
respectively. Each of these stages requires the 
use of tubes whose maximum power output is 
more than four times the rating given above, 
in order that the combined currents may be 
amplified with a minimum of distortion, 

FVom the 50 kw. (maximum rating over 200 
kw. > stage the combined currents are sent to the 
antenna over a new type three wire transmis¬ 
sion line. The combined currents are then 


radiated or “broadcas't’* so that they i>ecome 
available to the Radio audience. 

In order that the operators may have projtcr 
control of this entire process, it is essential that 
means be made available whereby the function¬ 
ing of the various parts of the transmitting 
equipment may be readily checked. The remoU* 
eontri)! room is etjuippod with special monitoring 
loud speakers which may be connected at 
various points in the circuit for direct quality 
checking by ear. Volume controls are used for 
maintaining the audio currents within pre- 
deterniiiietl limits. Two different typt*s of mod¬ 
ulation indicating devices are supplied for check¬ 
ing the modulating or combining process. One 
of these is an oscillograph of special design by 
means of which either visual observation or 
permanent recording of the combinetl currents 
may be made, A careful log is kept of the visual 
indications of this device at regular intervals. 
The second device is called a modulation alarm 
indicator. This device indicates the degree of 
modulation by means of a conventional meter. 
It is also equipped with an automatic alarm 
mechanism so that w^hen a predetermined degree 
of modulation is excelled it is inimwliately 
called to the operater’.s attention by an alarm 
buzzer. Such elaborate precautions may svem 
superfluous, but recent tests have shown that 
excessive distortion of signals results if the 
modulation is allowed to exceed 100%, Under 
such conditions an additional range of audio 
frequencies is produced which not only cause a 
loss of efficiency but which may cause inter¬ 
ference in adjacent channels due to the increased 
width of sidebands, 

Frequency monitoring is accomplished at the 
transmitter by means of a visual indicating 
meter which is designed to maintain an ac¬ 
curacy of plus or minus 10 cycles. Thus fre¬ 
quent checks may be obtained on ihe operating 
frequency and such checks miiy be entered on 
the operating log sheet. 

The antenna current will be measured at the 
transmitter by means of a special rectifying cir¬ 
cuit, This gives the operator a final check on 
the power in the antenna. An automatic signal¬ 
ling device is included which sounds an alarm 
in case the antenna current drops below a 
determined value. 


OPERATING NOTES 


Desk Stand—8" high—5'/4" ring— 
beautifully chromed—complete with 
springs $1.95. Transformer to Match 
—shielded $1.45, unshielded 89c. 

Public Address and Sound Companies 
—write for our folder of Microphones, 
Speakers, and Sound Equipment which 
is offered direct to you at the lowest | 
prices in the country, I 
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R«fnlnirton tABORATORY Si. _ 

Audio and Power Supply Tranyformen for 

DUAL-CHANNEL DUAL-OUTPUT 

Clwa “B** 13-16 Watt Amplifier 

Desicned by LOUIS CANCHCR 

indiriduaf Part* SfiMritrlv AnxiMU if Oriurrit 

1— Pow^r TranAlf'rinrr with Claiw "H rvgiil.iu.iii 

ToiU 120 M A . S vidtn. 3 miiivt , rt S .1 .’iJitiiiiFi I >(«• I I . •^-.5 

2— Cl*** "H" Input TramtlnrMn-rB. T>t>v TI £005 nt #3.50 . . . . 

3— da*s "B" Oiitinit TrntirfortTivr*. 54K1, J(». li. >>. •*. and - , 

M*vondari-i». Typ<* T3 EftHS m JS-.-iO ' V , ,r i -jl 

2_Fi1trr Chnkr* iCO i.hnm. 50 M Tj l«- ‘ •> in 

I—Fdtt-r (Jltuke 500 nhtun. 10 .M. A. CH3 li005. ■ • ~ 

TOT ....... 0.5 

SPECIAL OFFER: Complete KU as Listed CO 

irtcludlpE Blue Prints, and Dlaerams „ - . 

R^mlnKton G Vo« Storase 

tClass*‘B*' Reaulatloni Delivers 320 Volts DC at Q-CA 
120 Mils. Consumes only 9.5 amps .. 7 j . 

Rcmincton Traimffirrnrrti nhti t’lioLra. rtKnvn bv iltarrimi- 

Enii-if-c^re for tlir t-triptr-M ft-n of I* 4i»pllfirr I be 

units Ilstca aim VP m-pt .41 >•( tlip rfniiirptiiptitn ' 

CUw "B" Anipliripr j..* ubpiI in tl.p httprl.n-luni Port.ihlp 
W* nn alao lurni-li .An.lki ami Power >ii|i|)lv f .iniiMji.eritB for the _A,t 
20 Watt CUm -a . to W., 

W”. Etc., AriiplilHTi 


■‘AAA*’ I’limc. 5(1 Watt fljna 


Remington Auto AC Supply Units 

GVott Storaee Battery Opiated Model, 

Produces ILO Volts AC 65 watts . ■ ■ ■. ^ 

12 Volt Storase Battery Opereted Model. CA 

pAkIuM 1 lO Volts AC fSO Watts. 
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A puzzling phenomenon was that of an 
Apex 28A, series 31. The set would play for 
about ten or fifteen minutes, and then stop. 
Turning the switch off and on would pro¬ 
duce reception for perhaps another ten or 
fifteen minutes until it stopped again. Visual 
inspection of the set disclosed the fact that 
each lime this thing happened, the brightness 
of the filaments in all tubes would grow dim¬ 
mer, and then would go out entirely. The 
A.C. cord, the off and on switch, and the 
primary of the power transformer were all 
given a careful continuity test : but all ap¬ 
peared normal. 

After going over the chassis and pulling 
wires for jiossible shorts or loose connections, 
nothing was disclosed. The A.C. toggle switch 
was* strongly suspected, and it was decided to 
remove it for closer inspection. When in¬ 
specting this switch, it was discovered that 
the brown bakelite housing, which Covers the 
lever and spring contacts, was cracked in sev¬ 
eral places. This condition evidently partly 
released the hold on the spring contacts which, 
in turn, made it possible for them to gradually 
slip down until they became disengaged from 
the lever. Moving the toggle switch up and 
down evidently brought them back tempor¬ 
arily, only to drop down again after a short 
interval of time, A new switch solved this 
problem. 

Low record reproduction in some models, 
particularly in the General Motors radio end 
phonograph combinations, can often be traced 
to broken connections between the tone com¬ 
pensator and the volume control. This lone 
compensator i.s hard to get at for testing pur¬ 
poses, as it is located underneath the motor 
board, close to the volume control. It is 
wound with very fine wire and the ends are 
soldered directly to the terminals on the 
volume Control. In almost every case the 
reason for the broken leads is that the volume 


control worked loose, and one little turn of 
the volume control knob would be sufficient to 
break off the wires. It is advisable, therefore, 
when confronted with trouble of this nature, 
to always inspect these leads, even though 
you may find that the volume control is tight. 
It is obvious, of course, that when the leads 
are found broken, it is only necessary to un¬ 
wind a few turns and then resolder them to 
the proper terminals on the volume controL 
When repair work of this nature happens, it 
is desirable to replace the ring nut on the 
volume control with a thin hexagon nut and 
spring washer, so as to preclude the possibil¬ 
ity of a non-remunerative call-back in the 
near future. 


READERS' PAGE 
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ZENITH 460—(A correction) 

Editor, Rapio-Craft: 

In the June, 1933, "automotive Issue" of 
Radio-CkafT there appears a slight error in 
the sensitivity rating of the Zenith model 460 
automobile receiver. The sensitivity rating is 
1.5 microvolts (R.M.A. standard input required 
to give an output of 50 milliwatts) or 0.4-micnv 
volt-per-meter, instead of 1,5 m ic revolts-per- 
meter as you have listed. We will appreciate 
the publication of this correction. 

We feel that the publication of automobile 
receiver data and schematic diagrams is a real 
boon to the Service Man. We also believe that 
every manufacturer of automobile receivers 
should give tho Service Man special consider¬ 
ation in the layout and design of his set. The 
compact construction of modern receivers makes 
this feature doubly important, 

Marvin Hobbs, Kngim*er, 
Automotive Receiver Section, 
Zenith Radio Corp. 
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No. 964KS, Fiff. 10, is used to test the 57 and 
58 tubc». The tube tester with which this 
adapter Ls used mu.st have a common connection 
of tho controUgrid and screen-grid circuits. 
The adapter is placed in the 45 socket and the 
tube in adapter. Testa are then made in the 
same way that you would test a 45 tube. 

Testing Power Tubes 

No. 965-79, Fig. 11, is used to test the two 
sections of a 79 tube in the 37 socket of tube 
testers. This is an elongated adapter, having 
a toggle switch and a control-grid lead Place 
the 79 tube in the adapter and the adapter in 
the 37 tube socket of tester. Attach the adapter 
control-grid lead to the control-grid of the tube. 
Then test the 79 tube in the same way that you 
would test a 37. However, be sure to use the 
toggle switch so that both aections of the tube 
are tested. 

No. 964KPPL, Fig. 12, is used to test the 79 
tube in the 10 or 60 sockets of tube testers. To 
use the adapter, place it in the 10 or 50 socket 
of the tube tester. Then place tube in adapter 
and connect the control-grid lead on adapter to 
control-grid of tube and test as if you were 
testing a 10 or 50 type tube. 

No. 964PP, Fig. 13, Ls used to test the 19 

tube. It tests both sections together. Place 
adapter in the 30 or 31 socket of any tube 

tester. Then place the 19 tube in the adapter 

and test the tube as if you were testing a 30 
or 31 type. 

No. 975-58, Fig. 14, is used to test the 63 

tube in any tube tester. Either .section of the 
tube can be tested by manipulating the switch 
on the side of the adapter. The adapter is 
Placed in the 27 socket and tests made in the 
usual way. 

No. 975GP, Fg, 15, is used to test both sec¬ 
tions of the 53 tube at the same time. The 
adapter is placed in the 27 socket of any tube 
tester. The 68 tube is then inserted in adapter 
and tests made in the usual way. 

No, 975KSP, Fig, 16, teats the 59 or other 
similar seven-prong tubes in any tube tester 
which has provision for testing the 47 tube. 
Simply insert adapter in the regular 47 socket 
and then insert 59 tube in adapter and test as 


if you were testing a 47, 

No. 965AC, Fig. 17, is used to test the 48 or 
48 tube in the 27 socket of any tube tester. To 
test the 43 tube, use a 40 W., 115 V. lamp in 
the series socket. Place the 43 tube in the six- 
hole adapter. Then place adapter in the 27 
socket of tester. To test the 48 tube, use a 
60 W., 115 V. lamp in the series socket and 
place the 48 tube in the six-hole adapter. Then 
place adapter in the 27 sockvt of tube tester. 
If little or no plate current reading is noted, 
then the tube is defective and another one 
should be used in its place. 

Rectifiers 

No. 964KKH, Fig. 18, is used to test the 
26Z5 tube. The tube is placed in the full-wave 
rectifier socket or the one usually used to test 
the 80, 82 or 83 type tube. Tests are then made 
in the same way that the full-wave rectifier 
tube is tested. This adapter can also be used 
with any' other type of tube tester having 
provisions to measure the plate current of both 
plates of the rectifier tube, and providing 26 V. 
at the filament terminals. 

No. 966PP, Fig. 19, Ls used to test the 25Z6 
tube in a 43 socket. Place adapter in the 43 
socket and test as if you were testing a 43 tube. 
However, be sure and manipulate the switch 
on the side of the adapter go as to test both 
plates of the tube. 

No. 964-6Z5, Fig. 20, is used to test the 6Z5 
tube in the 80 socket of any tube checker. 
Place adapter in 80 socket and then tube in 
adapter and test in the same way that an 80 
tube is tested. 

No, 965*6Z5, Fig. 21, is used to test, separately, 
both plates of the 6Z5 tubes. The adapter ia 
placed in the socket usually used to test the 37 
tube. It is then tested in the same way that a 
37 is tested with the exception that the switch 
provided on the side of the adapter must be 
manipulated to test both sectioas of the tube. 

No. 965-84, Fig. 22, is used to test the 84 
tube. Place the adapter in the 37 socket and 
test as if you were testing an 80 tube. However, 
be sure and manipulate the switch on the side 
of the adapter so as to test both sections of 
the tube. 
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5 . 4 + .1 .5 

6 ..4 + ,2 .6 

7 . .4 + ,3 ...7 

8 .4 + .3 + ,l .8 

9 .- .4+ .3+ .2.. .9 

The above example is for the third section 
of a .1 to .9 unit. It is seen that by addling 
Units in parallel, each unit having a capacity 
of .1 of that of the next, the range may be 
extended to that desired. 

There are several possible switching arrange¬ 
ments for the condenser. One of these makes 
use of a four-pole, ten point tap switch. The 
switch is rather expensive, however, so that 
for the benefit of those who desire to build 
their own switches, a cam switch will be de¬ 
scribed which can be built at quite a low cost. 

Figure lA shows the connections of one unit 
of a decade condenser using the four pole tap 
switch. Any number of consecutive units may 
be added in parallel. Figure IB gives the con¬ 
nections for a complete decade condenser, using 
cam switches, which covers the range from 
.001 mf, to .999 mf. 

The construction and dimensions of a cam 
switch are shown in Fig. 2. The cams are cut 
from 1/16" sheet metal. A convenient method 
of construction is, first, to cut out round metal 
washers and then remove the unwanted center 
sections. If a three unit box is desired, three 
cams of a kind will be required for each unit: 
or. a total of four cams for each unit. It is 
advantageous to clamp three washers at a time 
on a *4-inch threaded rod (since, for each unit, 
three are alike) and cut all three at once. In¬ 
stead of trying to mark the cams directly on 
the metal, it is suggested that round paper 
discs of the same diameter and divided into ten 
equal sections should be glued to the ends of 
the stacks of washers. Then the sections to be 
removed can be marked and cut out with the 


aid of a hack saw and file. Notches should be 
cut in the cams as shown in Fig. 3 to provide 
locking at each position. 

When completed, the cams may be assembled 
on ^-inch rods with %-inch spacers between. 
Care should be taken to have like numbered 
segments in line. 

There are two methods of fastening the cams 
to the shaft. One method is to use a threaded 
rod and clamp the washers (cams! together 
with a nut at each end. This method is shov/n 
in the drawing. Fig. 2. The other method is to 
clean all parts before assembling, and then, 
after they are put together on a ^-inch rod, 
the whole a.««sembly is heated with a torch and 
solder flowed into all the joints. This meth<^ 
was use<l in the switch pictured in Fig. B. 

The frame is cut from 1/16-inch sheet metal 
and bent into the shape, as shown. It has a 
^-inoh hole at one end to serve as a bearing 
for the shaft. The other end has a threaded 
bushing which servos the double purpose of a 
bearing for the shaft and a single-hole mounting 
for the unit. 

The contact springs are obtained from phone 
ikicks or switches; or, in the absence of such 
material, they may be Cut from spring brass. 

The condensers of the lower capacities should 
be of the molded mica variety, and may be 
stacked and bolted to the under-side of the 
frame. The higher capacities can be of the 
tubular paper insulated type, and they, also, 
should be clamped to the frame. All of the con¬ 
densers should be of non-inductive construction, 

A bakelite panel should he provided. The 
numbers 0 to 9 for each switch may be stamped 
on the bakelite: or switch plates, with the num¬ 
bers on them, may be u8^. A number corre- 
spon<ling to the lowest capacity setting of that 
individual unit should be placed under each 
switch. Thus, a box such as pictured in Fig. A 
would be stamped with .1, .01. .001 mf. sections. 



OWN METERS, 
MANUALS FREE! 


Why don't you join the thousands who are 
getting fine equipment for their service business. 
Free, the easy National Union way? Service 
inen who tie up with National Union profit 
through the sale of tubes whose high quality 
stands undisputed and at the same time procure 
valuable business assets in meters and service 
manuals at no cost. Let's get together. Send 
coupon. 


Write for special bulletin on new 
JVational Union increased profit plan 

SUPREME I^EL 333 

FREE! 

Extra I At Last I Combination Set Analyser 
and Point to Point Tester! 

New Supreme Model 888 compact and portable, 
no larger or heavier than ordinary analyzer. For 
the service man who wants: 

1. A new up-to-date analyzer. 

2. A Point to Point Tester (Resistarce and 
Voltage). 

3. A direct reading capacity meter. 

4. Means of reading the leakage of wet and 
dry electrolytic and paper condensers, 

6, Universal circuit cut-in. 

6. Rectifier type output meter. 

Free with tube purchases. Small deposit. 


OTHER NATIONAL UNION 
OFFERS 

You can al^ get an Oscillator and Output Meter, 
Three Service Manuals, Unameter (Tube Tester) 
Readrite Tube Tester. Bench Kit box, Hickok 
Ohm-Capacity-Voltmeter, B^uip your shop the 
easy National Union way. Small deposit on 
some items. 


NO HIDE 'N' SEEK FOR 
NATIONAL UNION 

You haven't time to play the eame of "Hide 
n Seek" . . when you need tubes you want 

them without delay , . .it will pay you to ask 
your National Union jobber FIRST ... all tube 
typM kept in stock at all times for your con¬ 
venience, . . , 


INTERCHANGEABLE TUBE 
CHART 


types, filament ^ voltages and comparative typo 
number of National Union tubes and those of 
other manufacturers. It is organized in simple 
easily readable form. A copy will be sent free 
on requ^t. Ask for the ‘‘National Union Inter¬ 
changeable Radio Tube Chart," 


Note: All offers subject to withdrawal 
without nofice. Send coupon NOW! 


National Union Radio Corp. of N. Y, 

400 Madison Avenue, New York City 
Sirs: I am interested in following equip¬ 
ment : Supreme 333 □ Unameter □ Read- 
rite Tube Tester □ Oscillator & Output 
Meter □ Service Manuals □ Ohm Capa¬ 
city □ Bench Kitn RC9 

NAME...... .... 

ADDRESS _..... _ 

CITY—... STATEl, 
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VwAGd’N 


Auto radio is playing 
the ''center ring" these 
days* Wise manufactur¬ 
ers, dealers and service 
men are using CENTRA- 
LAB suppressors because 
they do not (like some 
suppressors) take heavy 
toll of gas consumption. 
Use Centralab suppressors 
for original equipment, 
and for replacements. 


Ceiitrnhili 

MOTOR RADIO 
SUPPRESSORS 



ABORATOaiC S 


(CENTRAL RADIO 


MILWAUKEE. WISCONSIN 


POWER 

AMPLIFIERS 

FOR EVERY PURPOSE 

Direct-coupled circuits, designed 
for high output, rich tone and 
economical operation. Four mod¬ 
els supplying every public and 
private need. $32.50 to $195.00, 
less tubes. 

Write Dept. R09 for Catalog 

175 'Vai-loK St., NewYork- K.Y l 

ElECTR^ 




1934 RADIO CATALOG 

Writ* for our new cdtaloB now on the pre** most com¬ 
plete line of latent radio aetn, service men'* supplies, re¬ 
placement parte at lowest wholesale pricea. 

ALLIED RADIO CORP. 

S3S W. Jaekscti Blvd. CHICAGO 


SERVICEMEN! 


THE MOST COMPLETE LINE OF CONDENSERS 
AND RESISTORS FOR EVERY RADIO USE 

Writ* tor our new S-o*** Catalog fold ar tr* » of chars* 



76 Washington StrMt 


BrooHiyn. N. Y, 


pj^s List for .00! to .999 Mt. Condenser 
Three four-gang 10 point switches (if used) : 
One Aerovox fixed condenser, type 1455. .001- 
mf.; 

One Aerovox fixed condenser, type 1466, .002* 


mf.; 

One Aerovox fixed condensert type 1466, .003- 


mf.; 

One Aerovox fixed condenser, type 1466, .004- 
mf.; 

One Acratest tubular condenser, .Ol-mf.; 

One Acratest tubular condenser, .02-nif.: 

One Acratest tubular condenser. .03-nif,: 

One Acratest tubular condenser, .04-mf.; 

One Acratest tubular condenser, .1-mf,: 

One Acratest tubular condenser, .2-Tnf.: 

One Acratest tubular condenser, .S-mf.; 

One Acratest tubular condenser, .4-mf.; 

Three knobs t 
Two binding posts; 

One bakelite panel 4x1 lxinches; 

One cabinet 4x11x4 inches: 

Miscellaneous sheet metal, machine Bcrews, 
and jack springs. 


AN "R" AND "C" CHART 

(Continued from page 16-^) 

We will now take a few examples to illustrate 
the method of using the chart in solving prac¬ 
tical problems of resistors in parallel or con¬ 
densers in series. 

Example 1. —Three condensers of .0003. .0004, 
and .0006 mf., respectively, are connected in 
series; what !s their resultant capacity ? 

From the chart we see that the corresponding 
value of .0003 on line A is 3,330 on line B; the 
value on line B for .0004 is 2,600: the value on 
line B for .0006 is 2,000. Adding together all 
the B values we get 3 , 830 - 1 - 2 , 600 - 1 - 2,000 = 7,830. 
At 7830 on B we get the answer: .000128 on 
line A. 

Example 2. —Find the value of the following 
four resistors in parallel: Rl, BOO ohms; R2, 
650 ohms: R3, 800 ohms; R4, 1,000 ohms. The 
corresponding volues of Rl, R2, B3, and R4 on 
scale A are .002, .00156. .00125, and .001, respec¬ 
tively. The sum of these figures is equal to 
.0058. The corresponding value for .0058 on 
scale A gives 172, which is the resultant resist¬ 
ance of the four resistors in paralleL 

Example 5.—Find the value of the following 
resistors in parallel: Rl, 600,000 ohms: R2, 
200,000 ohms: R3, 20,000 ohms. Following the 
procedure of the first two examples, we find that 
the corresponding values on the A scale of the 
resistors connected in parallel are, .000002, 
.000005, and .00005. Their sum is .000057. The 
value for ,000067 on scale B is 17,600. which is 
the answer. 

The procedure, which is the same for all other 
problems, is as follows: step No. 1, find the 
corresponding values of the known resistors 
connected in parallel or the corresponding values 
of the known condensers connected in series. 
Using a pencil and paper, write down each cor- 
rt‘sponding number found on the chart for each 
resistor or condenser: step No. 2 add these num¬ 
bers to get their total; step No. 3. using this 
new number, which is the sum of the reciprocals 
of the resistors in parallel or condensers in 
series, look for its corresponding number on the 
A scale of the chart. The corresponding num¬ 
ber is the final answer. 

Observe that all numbers from 1 to 1,000,000 
are read from left to right and all numbers less 
than one—the decimal numbers—are read from 
right to left. This may be a little difficult to 
work with at first, especially to those who are 
not acquainted with the use of a slide rule, but 
after working out a few problems the reader 
should have no difficulty in using the chart. 

The chart, as the reader can readily see. is 
nothing more than a table of reciprocals so ar¬ 
ranged that it becomes a valuable instrunient in 
solving problems of the type described in this 
article. It can also be used, however, in other 
types of problems where it is required to find the 
values of the reciprocals of certain numbers. 

(While charts of this type are not suited to 
uses which require absolute accuracy, they are 
satisfactory for most practical purposes. In this 
respect they are great time-savers. The reader 
is referred to the following articles in Radio- 
Craft for additional “chart” information. “Tube 
Characteristics at a Glance,” August, 1932. page 
128A. “Tube Data Chart,” February, 1933, pg. 
512B. “Parallel Resistors,” March, 1933, pg, 
552. As additional reference material of this 
nature becomes available it will be published. 
Technical Editor.) 





MICRO^^RONES 

StlURL BKOrnERS cdmpamv 

¥, > ■ J'K h ■ 

SkUnJBE.P^,. 

Ill WEST viABklOn 54: CHICAGO. kLLlNlM^ 


RADIO SCHOOL 

Courses lU Radio Broadcasting, WireleM 
Opierating, Radio Servicing and Electric 
Refrigeration. Address 

J.C.VAN HORN 

L Formtrtu Vicf-PreMutent RCA Irutitutet, incA 

PHI LA. WIRELESS SCHOOL 
1533 Pin* Street Philadelphia, Penna. 


JUST OFF THE PRESS! 

Be among the first to have the pick of 
great bargains. Mail this coupon now! 


RADIO CIRCULAR CO., INC. 

225 Varick St. 

New York. N. V. DePt. RC-9 

Please send me free of charge and with¬ 
out obligation, your latest catalog. 

Name---- 

Address ..-—.—.— 

City__ State. 


SERVICEMEN 

RADIO DEALERS 


SEND FOR THIS 


FREE 


CATALOG! 


IT^S CHOCK-FULL 


OF BARGAINS FOR YOU 

Radio Dealers and Servieeiiien 
can’t afford to be wilhoiil ibis 
book. It offers marvelous buys 
in Radio Sets, Long and Short 
Yt ave Apparatus, Servicemen’s 
Repairantl Replacement Parts, 
Electrical Gootls, Sporting 
Goods* 


DlfxT.MP.? 

Singla unit—All electric 

Only ane belt to iMtrn—two clprtrjrAl eonn*vtion* ... and Ptmio! 
Th* DICTATOR ia iiutAlled. A ^tub* >uperbeuro<l]Fnr with loup 
rontrul, Mutom.tk; volume control, and full clectro-dyiiAmic *prAk*r. 
Hetnot* control mount* cMily on atcerinic poFt. R«««vcr. apeAkrT 
wild B-pow*r iiait In oho cao*. Si*e. B4' b**h, Sf4'’ 

wide. LA<o*t, tube* uaed. Dk-tatur Model 60. ContpleUL *23.4* 
Net. Model T R F 41. *15.00 Net. 

AUTOCRAT RADIO COMPANY 

38SS N. HsmUton Av*., Chicseo, IWlOOl* 




^ Inf tranaformer* aaaurea perforr 


i 


Pefnbleton*ii 

rd m manu- 

_ __ and r^uiid- 

_ tranaformer* aaaurea performance In 
mSAy CMe*. even far auperior than the oriinaJ. 

Each completed job ia an achievement of perfee- 
tion in workmanahip. matartala and electriral 
characterialk-B. Out apeckliata are trained to re- 
poirMratuformera within l2hourt. 
iMtrfUtnt br«ekm. ~'PMmhUt»n‘» C*il oad TVona- 
fiirmtr Acbwifdtnc Serftf*.’ AdJrttt. Dept. RC. 

PEMBLCTON LABORATORIFS 
921 Parhvtew Av«nu* Fort Wsyne, Indlane 


mh 
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Test All the NEW Tubes 
with This Improved and 
Modern Instrument 


The E 34 TUBE TESTER 


Tests all -1. 5, 6 4 7 
prune tulH*s Indud-' 
ine the new small 7 
rroiiR series, the 12- 
1-1 \oll. the 25-30 
Tnlt. 2.v:. 2Br* tJAT, 
6117. 2A3, 2.^5. 523, 
5;). W4. 12Z3 and 

25Z5. I’ruvisliJti made 
fur future type tubes. 
fii\es Short Test; 
Grid riiant^e Test, 
itsi-lllatinn Test and 
Tula I ICinissioli Test. 
Vullafte regulation ‘lO- 
l.'tit VnlI^. Toil with 
li.miili- provided. 

TEN DAYS trial 
—MONEY R E• 
FUNDED IF not 
SATISFACTORY 
E 34 WITH S'/a** 
D'Arsonvat METER 
Net to Oaalers & 
Service Men 



Circular on requen 


L & L ELECTRIC COMPANY 

336 Madison Ave. Dept. 4-A Memphis, Tenn. 


Install a MILES 
Complete Power Amplifier 
Broadcasting System! 


AC-DC MODEL—110 to 140 
VOLTS—25 to 60 CYCLES 
Build 4 profitable anil reputable 
iKiblic addre:4 buflineae thii 
Mtinriier—develop it into a year 
‘round husine^ifi. 

The milks AC^DC Poe-er 
Amplifier Broadf-aAtinjc Syntein 
etnployn the latent llCA Tubca. 
It simide to iiperute by ju^tt 
PluCKinf into tbe current line. 



Portable BO that it ciui rii»ily rurrird. 

r ^ '*"«• in «uma tK rimJuncVS 
ar th » hiuirrt™ Additionitl ,»iir«krrB 1 m- uddrd if 
Till. »nij.W portable unit mnnof, ..f Puwer .\mplTfirr, Mik*- I'ro- 
Amplifier Uynannr t one Speaker. Built-in I'liwrr 

So Itch and Gain Conirol—id| artr-cncloMd within one hamtainn- uti- 
hrciikflble tarrytn* rtiM-. Equipment aU> ineJudea MILEB entn. 
rs"v”uV'f t Tte Meawirca 3" 


Complat* lilt form Including RCA 
Tubes, rssdy to wlro. 


*15 


CompletaJy a«Kin< 
hied And witM 
nwlT to op<'rat« 


$21.00 


TO dealers 
AND 

SERV1CE.ME>: 


Write ler complete circular on other MKes AmolItvInK 
Equipment—Oept. Rc, "mwiiainp 


MILES REPRODUCER CO., INC. 

244 R west 23 rd St. * New 


Try this FORMULA 

doMiifn or biiibl Hint new Set Analyzer, 
Uecatle Box. Bridae, < ihntmetcror lliah Kesutanee 
Voltmeter why not try thi:« I'fJRMULA: 
a+A+Mij 

-- «1WR 

LC 

m*n Q QUAUTY and A etiuala ACCURACY 

MD equals MODERN DESIGN and LC eqtiaU LOW 
e WT and LA ST COST then PW W R U always PRECI¬ 
SION WIRE WOUND RESISTORS. 

RESISTANCE RANGEt .25 Ohm to 1 Megohm 


TYPE "F** 
Normal Rat> 
ina 1 Watt* 
Maximum 
l^nsth 1" 
Maximum 
Dia m te r 
N" 

I. e n g t h of 
i4MdM IH* 
Furnished 
with No. IS 
Tinned 
Copper 





TYPE “D” 

Normal Rat¬ 
ing ^ Watt 
M a X i ti) u m 


Length 5 

1 X i III ti 




Max 

Diameter 

H" 

Length of 
Lcadn 1 H'* 
Fu rniahed 
with No. 18 
Tinned 
Copper 




Free Booklets and Friee List 


Precision Cngtent Bn lit Wire Wound 
Reslstorsf Mffg. by 

PRECISION RESISTOR CO. 

934 Badacr Avc. Newark. N. J. 


A 26-W. AMPLIFIER 

{Coyitinned from page 171) 

Two lO mf., 35 volt, electrolytic condensers, 
C5. CG; 

Four Aerovox 0.00035-mf., mica conciensors, C7. 
C8. C9. CIO; 

One triple 4 mf, SOO-volt electrolytic condenser, 
Cn. C12, C13: 

One triple 8 mf. SOO^'Volt ch’ctrolytic ermth nser, 
C14. C15. C16: 

One two foot four-wire cable and five pronir 
pliip. PI : 

One Rominirton Power transformer 350-350 volts. 
120 ma., D.C., 5 volts 3 amps.. 6.3 volts, 3.5 
amps., PT; 

Two Reminfrton heavy duty R.F. ehokes, 15 
mh., 75 ma.. 20 ohms, R.F.C.l, R.F'.C.2: 

Two Remington 15 amps. R.F. chokes. 15 mh.. 
1—1,000 ohms, R.F.C.3, R.F.C.4 : 

Two Aerovox .00035-nif. 600 volt mica con- 
densers, Cl7, CIS: 

Two 8 mf. 35 volt non*polarizcd electrolytic con¬ 
densers, C19, C20: 

One Coast-to-Coast 6-voIt motor generator hav¬ 
ing class B regulation and delivering 120 ma. 
at 320 volts, M.G.: 

One 2 amp. fuse and mount, F: 

One Coast-to-Coast amplifier portable leather 
ease. 10%" Ig., 15%" wd., 10" hg.; 

Two Coast to-Coast dual-field sneakers: 

Two Coast-to-Coast 110-volt A.C. exciters for 
above speakers; 

One Coast-to-Coast cadmium-plated base. 18" 
long, 10" wide, 3" high, drilled, and 2 cans ; 

Two Coast-to-Coast speaker portable leather 
cases (with celotex baffles) : 

One Coast-to-Coast phonograph portable leather 
case: 

One Coast-to-Coast 6-volt D.C. duairspeed phono 
mot<»r and 12-in. turntable; 

One Coast-to-Coast 110 volt A.C. oxciter for 
above phono motor; 

One dual speed phono pickup; 

One CoasLto-Coast 7-tube 6 volt D.C. and 110- 
volt A.C. operated superheterodyne tuner; 

One Coast-to-C/Oast portable case for above: 

One Coast-to-Coast universal "microphone-phono- 
radio" meter enuippe<l Input Control mixer 
box. 


MODERNIZING 

(ConHnued from page 165) 

jrriils: this makes it possible to use only one 
22V, "C" battery, provided it has « S-V. 
tap. 

Operation 

The finished Job, after the R.P. compensat¬ 
ing condensers have been re-adjusted and the 
stages properly aligned, has exceptional dis- 
tjince-getting ability* excellent tone quality, 
and will handle enough volume without di.'s- 
tnrtinii for ordinary home requirements. The 
total drain on the "B" battery is less than 20 
ma., at full volume—less than one-half that 
of the set using 71A's. The “A" battery 
drain, ie, of course, only a fraction of the 
original—560 ma.. well under the maximum 
allowable for an air cell. 

In the sets which w'e have converted we 
have had no trouble with circuit oscillation. 
iiUhou^h with the volume control fully ad¬ 
vanced a swish is heard as a carrier is ap¬ 
proached. Tuning is very sharp. One of 
these modernized sets which has been in opera¬ 
tion for eight months is still using the same 
set of "A*' and "B" batteries. When tested i 
last week, the *‘B” batteries registered 39 V. 
under load, although the owner uses the rc- | 
reiver about five hours per day. 

Dealers, who trade in battery ects will find 
it profitable to modernize the **70-Q." Its 
value is increased considerably, and consider¬ 
ing that usually a new set of tubes is in¬ 
stalled when the set is sold second-hand, the I 
cost is negligible. I 


REMEMBER- 
Radio Progress Week 
October 2 to 7 

(See page 141} 



accurate! 



Never Uefore have yna hwn able to buy ^uoh dependalde. 
thorouKhlv pnietlral, fiiJallly Instruments—at iim a 

prlie. TnoU..arrls nf expert serviremen. dealer^ ami f\. 
pl■rlmenfl-r^ throunhnut the world use ami endorse Heaii- 
Mte liHirunients. Vour Jobber can supply you. .Make 
your tester dollirs go further Send the coupon today. 

READRITE METER WORKS 

7l Colle,« Ave., Bluffton, Ohio 


Wait This Cmv/kuiTopat- 


I < ) Na 550 Osrlllator. 

I Semi me Information about i ) No. 506 Ohinmeter. 

I .\]-o cut a log of Other servlcInB in strum enD 

I 

I Name . 

I 

I .\d(Irp.s ...... 

I 

I <'lty ■- . Slate . 


I Heidrtte Meter Works* 
I 71 College Avenue, 

I Bluffton, Ohio. 

I Gi-ntii-ineu; 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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jfranfelm 

1 Quality 

T1UNSF0RMERS 
for Every Purpose 
REPLACEMENT 

i P^WAr 

AjiidjQ 

I Ckak-ri 

Rlam^rtfi 

SOUND 

EQUIPMENT 

I [ 

Audb 

I Cbakti 

I I M-iiari 

|, Mi craplMiH 

AMATEUR 

TRANSMITTING 

Pow*r 
Filimtrvti. 

ModuUton 
Cli0k*i 

See Vour Jabber 
or Write Dirert 

FRANKLIN TRANS¬ 
FORMER MFG. CO. 

^ RC 

M 7 -Mn llnd Av#, M.l. 

Mln-n-. 


INFORMATION 

(Continue from page 168) 
are Of high-resiatance type: these are Quite 
suitable as choke coils in the filter circuit 
of receiver power packs. Other field coils are 
of low-resistance design—5 to 15 ohms (the 
field coil of the *‘Motor Majestic"' model 110 
receiver illustrated by diagram in the August, 
1 <j 32 issue of Rapio-Ckaft, pg. 106, for 
example, has a resistance of Only 6 ohms): 
they usually connect directly to a low-Voltage 
source, such as a storage battery. 

Schematic circuits of three differing types 
of exciter units are illustrated at A, B and 
C in Fig. Q. 215. 

At A are shown the connections used in 
the Amplion model AC 210 exciter; and, at 
B, the model EL 22 exciter, A better known 
instrument, the Wright-DeCoster model PA- 
20 exciter, is shown at C, 

The first two exciters are designed to supply 
power to as many as four, low-resistance field 
coils. The latter is designed to deliver power 
to several high-resistance field coils, and will 
deliver 25 W. to a 2,500 ohm load. 


THE AMPERE AND THE 
OHM 

The following interesting information has re¬ 
cently been published by the Bureau of Stan¬ 
dards. 

Absolute Determination of the Ampere 
The value of the ampere has been determined 
in atk^olute unite at the Bureau, using a cur¬ 
rent balance, in which the force between coils 
carr>'ing a current is measured. The current 
balance originally used by Rosa, l>orsey, and 
Miller was employed, but the apparatus has been 
modified in many important respects. 

Four sets of coils were used. The important 
constant in the computation of the current from 
the force between the coils is the ratio of their 
radii. Eight experimental determinations of 
these ratios have been made giving results which 
are self-checking and which show no errors 
larger than i 6 parts in 1,000,000, Four 
series of determinations of the force give re¬ 
sults in which the average deviation from the 
mean is about i 3 parts in 100*000. The 
results may be expressed as 

1 Bureau of Standards International 
Ampere = 0.99994 Absolute Am¬ 
pere. 

A report of this work was made at a meeting 
of the American Physical Society in Washington, 
and will be published later in the Bureau of 
Standards Journal of Research. 

Absolute Determination of the Ohm 
A determination of the ohm in terms of the 
units of length and time has been made at the 
Bureau. The method depends on the measure¬ 
ment of a self-inductance in terms of time and 
the present unit of resistance, and on the com¬ 
putation of the inductance from measurements 
of the dimensions of the inductor. 

Three single-layer solenoids were measuretl. 
They were constructed with such care that the 
inductance can be computed from the measured 
dimensions with an error of only a few parts in 
a million. The measured inductance can be 
measured in terms of resistance and time with 
1 about the same accuracy. The result is expressed 
as 

1 Bureau of Standards International 
Ohm = 1.0004.')., Absolute Ohms, 

This result was presented at a meeting of 
the American Physical Society. 


RADIO-DOCTOR, 

SURGEON 

In a past issue of Amateur Wireless (Lon¬ 
don), we note the following interesting use of 
telephotography. An Argentinian visitor to 
Berlin, finding that his eye, which had been 
troubling him for some time, was rapidly be¬ 
coming worse, had his eye photographed and 
the picture was sent by telephotography to the 
family physician in Buenos Aires. It was re- 
ceiv'ed there in 8 minutes, via the Atlantic pic¬ 
ture telegraph service, where it was reproduced 
very clearly, examined by the doctor, and treat¬ 
ment recommended in a short time by radio 
telegraphy. 


Are you missinK any books from the 
RADIO-CRAFT LIBRARY SERIES? If 
so, turn to page 132 of this issue, and 
get complete details about the books 
you need. Order them today. 


When CONDENSERS 
get that 

•ALL-GONE” feeling 

about this time of year, “it’s not the 
heat—it's the humidity.” Moisture, 
or humidity, combined with high 
summer temperatures ruins many a 
filter and by¬ 
pass condenser 
—and gives 
you plenty of 
service work. 

But DON'T 
TAKE A 
CHANCE on 
having your 
replace¬ 
ments break 
down after a 
short time be¬ 
cause of this 
same humidity. 

Install Tobe Surgproof—MOIST¬ 
URE-PROOF—Service Condensers 
and make sure of your profit on the 
job. Compact—easily installed—de¬ 
pendable—unaffected by moisture— 
Tobe Service condensers are the 
choice of discriminating service or¬ 
ganizations, We maintain a complete 
stock of Tobe condensers at all times. 

Allied Radio Corporation 

633 West Jackson Boulevard CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


$1 PAYS FOR $3000 
LIFE PROTEaiON 

Even If You Are Past 55 


The National Security Assn., 204 S, TTam- 
ilton Dr., Dept. 76-W, Beverly Hills, Calif., 
is offering to men, women and children, be¬ 
tween the ages of 10 and 75, a new Life Pro¬ 
tection Membership Certificate without medi¬ 
cal examination for $1, which pays $1000 
for death from any cause; $2000 to $3000 
for accidental death. SEND NO MONEY, 
Just your name, age, name of beneficiary, 
and a Life Certificate, fully made out in 
your name, will be sent to you for 10 
Days' Free Inspection, NO AGENT WILL 
CALL. If you decide to keep it, send only 
$1 to put your protection in force for 
about 45 days—then about 3c a day. If 
not, you owe nothing. OFFER LIMITED. 
So write today. 
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Service Electric 


f J^t In your community there are 
dozens of electric refrigerators 
■^Tr to be serviced. Many need im¬ 
mediate repairs which can be made 
quickly, with little expense—and which 
you can repair with the aid of this au¬ 
thoritative Refrigeration Service Man 
ual. Make many extra dollars, together 
with other repair work. Electric refrig- 
I eration servicing is a well-paying busi 
ness—start in your spare time—before 
long you will devote full time to it. One 
or two jobs pays the small cost of the 
OFFICIAL REFRIGERATION SERV- 
ICE MANUAL. 


96 Pages of New Data 
Have Been Added to the 
OFFICIAL REFRIGERATION 
SERVICE MANUAL 

To brin? this useful service manual right 
up-to-date. Mr. L. K. Wright, the editor of 
the OFFICIAL REFRIGERATION SERV¬ 
ICE MANUAL, has added a wealth of ma¬ 
teria] on new electric refrigerators, and 
older models as well. As usual every re¬ 
frigerator has been accurately described 
from the viewpoint of servicing—diagrams 
to illustrate the essential parts, so simpli- 
fteil that repairs can easily be made. The 
fuldition of these new pages will not in¬ 
crease the cost of the book to those who 
order their copy now. 

Here Are Some of The Important Chapters: 

Introdurtion to the Refrireration Serrlclng BualnefiS 

History of RefriKemtIon 

Fundamentals of Refrigeration 

rxeserlption of .Ml Known Tjpes of RefrlBeratlon 

Motors 

Trouble Shooting 

Unit Parts. Valves and .\utomatlc Equipment 
Makes and Speiiflrations of Units 
Manufaeturers of t'shinctH 

Refrigerants ami .tutomatle Equipment tad Many 
Other Important Chanters 


Mail Coupon Today! 


GERNSBACK PUBLICATIONS. Ine RC 9 

96-98 Park Place, New York, N. Y. 

I enclose herewith my renilttanee for $5.00 (cheek 
^ta}lU)s or Money Order aieepted) for o-hich >ou 
an to semi me. postiige prepaid, one copy of the 
OFFICIAL REFRIGERATION SERVICE MAN 
I AL, together with the extra 96 pages of new ma¬ 
terial at no extra cost. 


.Name _ 


< Ity 


Over 1,200 Diagrams 
450 Pages 

Flexible Looseleaf Binder 
Complete Service Data 


ARC THEORY- 

WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO 
THE NEW "IGNITRON" TUBE** 

Joseph Slepian* end L R. Ludwig* 


FOREWORD 

Dr. Joseph Slepian and Leon R. Ludwiq ot 
the Westinghouse Research laboratories 
have developed a revolutionary method of 
controlling mercury-arc devices which is 
more positive and many times faster in ac¬ 
tion than methods now in use. The arc can 
be started 60 times a second at any point 
on^ the voltage wave, and since there is no 
grid to be protected from heating, but 
merely a carborundum-pencil dipping in 
the mercury pool, large currents can be 
controlled just as easily as small ones. The 
Small laboratory specimen of the new 
'Ignitron" tube illustrated, will carry 60 
amperes at IBS volts D.C. with only O.tS 
average amperes and 30 watts loss in the 
control element ( 'igniter")^ 


T he stHrrut of the Slepian-Ludwig control lies 
in a high-resistance rod, partly immersed in 
the mercury pool, which when energized starts 
an arc cathode. For an resistor rod dip¬ 

ping Vi" below the surface of the mercury, tests 
showed the minimum v«iltage for starting the 
arc was about 130 volts; a sudden application 
of 250 volts started the arc in less than 5 micro¬ 
seconds. During tests the starter worked 
equally well in solidified tin, proving that its 
operation is independent of the degree of im¬ 
mersion of the rod and that it does not depend 
upon an actual breaking of contact with the 
mercury. Based on careful experiments, the 
extraordinary performance of the ''igniter” is 
believed to be due to conditions at the rod- 
mercury junction which is found similar to the 
last contact point of separating contacts. 

Sidestepping the baffling problems of grid 
control for heavy currents in a single leap, 
"Ignitrons” give eventual promise of radical im¬ 
provements in control methods in industry and 
central stations. 

(Exactly "how” this new instrument func¬ 
tions is a story that involves deep theory, and 
one which is presented to those readers of 
Radio-Craft who want to follow the step-hy- 
steP development of technical devices. Technical 
Editor.) 


Typos of Arcs 

The specific form of electrical discharge in 
gasses which we know as the electric arc is a 
most essential and useful element in many types 
of engineering apparatus and in many appli¬ 
cations. Its utility in arc lamps, arc rectifiers, 
arc welders, lightning arresters and spark gaps 
is generally known. Even in electrical switches, 
perhaps contrary to popular impression. It plays 
a useful and desirable role. Sometimes, also, it 
presents itself in an unwelcome way as in 
"sparks” on commutators, backfires or arc-backs 
in rectifiers, "flash arcs" in radio power tubes, 
etc. Where the arc is useful^ it owes its utility 
to its ability to carry larye currents at a Uyie 
voltaOe to a degree ineom})arahly greater than 
that of other forms of discharge mich as glous. 
Townsend discharges, cathode rays, positive-ion 


’‘Ke^*‘ar(•h Luhtirutorlc^. WrstlriKliousc Electric A- 
.M.inurb< turliiu ('otiipany. 


• * before the Winter t'omentlon 

A.I.E.K., ,f.imi.irv J3-2:. 1933. .New York I'itv 
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Useful Tips 

From 

Other Service Men 

FREE! 

• 

^^Sylvania News’^ carries a full 
page of practical servicing facts 
every month. Mail coupon for 
complimentary subscription* 

^ Here’s a way to keep up-to- 
date on the shortcuts other 
"live” service men are finding 
valuable in their business. 

The monthly news and service 
bulletin, “Sylvania News,” gives 
you this information, as well as 
all the latest news in the radio 
and tube industries. Simply 
mail the coupon and the makers 
of Sylvania Tubes will put you 
on the list for a free subscrip¬ 
tion. No obligations. 

Send in your own servicing ti])s, 
too. For every one that’s printed 
in "Sylvania News," yoiril get 
a free Sylvania Tube (any type 
you select up to $3.00 in 
value!). 

Don't miss this opportunity! 



A PRODUCT OF HYGRADF 
SYLVANIA CORPORATION 


MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


Hygrade Sylvania Corp. 02 
Emporium, Pa. 


Pica se put my name on the mailing list 
fur your free radio news bulletin, 
“Sylvania News." 

Name ... 


Address 


t ’ty. State. 



An “Ignitron” control tube, left; and, right, the 
pencil of lead dipping Into a pool of mercury. 
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Give SERVICE 

• * ♦ e with a Small Inventory 

Here is the best Volume Control Proposi¬ 
tion on the Market. Here are the reasons 
why! 

1. Over 400 “exact duplicate” controls 
in the “X” series, 

2. Yet with SIX controls in the original- 
AD-A-SWITCH-SERIES 4?7 sets can 
be serviced. 

3. By combining controls in both lines 
any requirement can be met with 
minimum stock investment. 

4. Clarostat with its two separate lines 
offers the widest range of controls to 
choose from. 

5. Clarostat Controls are inseparable 
from Quality Service Work. 

Ctarostat “X” line ha^ oror 40o cnntroli ti> rho(».<ie from 
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lows: \V-2H will serrlre 12.S sets; C’-28 will service lOG 
sets: W-20, 77 sets; C-59. 60 sets; etc., elc. 

NEW CONTROL REPLACEMENT 
GUIDE ON REQUEST 

CLAROSTAT MFC. CO., INC., 

287 North 6th Street* Broaklyn. N. Y. 

A1)-A-S\\'ITCH was originated by Clarostat 
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currents, etc., and where the arc is an undesired 
intruder, it is unwelcome because of this same 
capacity unique amonpr dischargee for carrying 
large currents at a low voltage. For example, 
if the ‘‘sparks” on Commutators only existed as 
glows, commutation would be a very eas prob¬ 
lem, and if the “back currents” to the anodes 
alwasrs remained only in the form of glows as 
positive ion currents, backfire limits on mercury 
arc rectifiers would not exist. 

The origin or seat of this firreat capacity to 
carry large current at low voltage which is en¬ 
joyed by the arc resides quite definitely at the 
cathode^ where with a drop of only ten or twenty 
volts, thousands of amperes per cm^ are carried. 
In fact it is only at the cathode that the arc 
differs essentially from the glow for which 
the cathode drop is usually several hundred 
volts, and the current density even at atmos¬ 
pheric pressure is only about ten amperes per 
cm2. The problem of the formation of an arc, 
as distinguished from a glow or Townsend or 
other discharge, then reduces to a study of the 
cathode of an arc, and the circumstances which 
cause an arc cathode rather than a glow cathode 
to form. 

Theories of Cathode of an Arc 

Since gases are normally insulating, the main¬ 
taining of a discharge requires the presence of 
ionizing agents. In the gas itself, ionization by 
collision with molecules of electrons accelerated 
by the electric field, seems to be adequate to 
account for the observed conductivities, at least 
at low gas pressures. At high gas pressures, 
of the order of atmospheric, thermal ionization 
of the gas seems to play a part, and with gra¬ 
dients of ten volts per cm. or so, and current 
densities of hundreds of amperes per cm.- as 
are found in arcs, the energy input into the 
gas is sufficient to raise it to a temperature 
where thermal ionization plasrs a part, and ac¬ 
tually high enough temperatures are observed. 

The current to the anode is carried by elec¬ 
trons, and since the gas already contains free 
electrons sufficient in number to carry the cur¬ 
rent with a low gradient the anode introduces 
no special problem. The anode drop will gen¬ 
erally not exceed the ionizing potential of the 
gas, since wdth such a drop ionization by col¬ 
lision in the gas next to the anode will take 
place with sufficient intensity to insure a suffi¬ 
ciency of electrons to carry the current to the 
anode with enough positive ions to neutralize 
any excessive space charge. 

The cathode, however, does present a problem. 
The electrons are moved away from the cath<Kle. 
and the whole current must be carried either 
by electrons liberated from the cathode or by 
positive ions from the gas. If the current 
density is very small, the latter alternative is 
sufficient and is probably the mechanism of the 
Townsend or dark discharge occurring at high 
gradients, just below the sparking potential for 
the electrode configuration in the gas. The 
ionization of the gas near the cathode is pro¬ 
duced principally by ionization by collision with 
gas molecules or positive ions. 

As the current density in the Townsend dis¬ 
charge is increased, the space charge of positive 
ions near the cathode causes an increase in the 
gradient there, and finally electrons are set free 
from the cathode by impact of positive ions nr 
excited atoms. The essential character of the 
discharge is not changed, however, and the set¬ 
ting free of electrons from the cathode by such 
impacts may well be included in the general 
term “ionization by collision.” If there is no 
other source of ionization than ionization by 
collision as thus generalized, increase in current 
density will change the Townsend discharge con¬ 
tinuously into the glow with a minimum drop at 


the cathode of several hundred volts, and with a 
current density, at this minimum, of about (en 
amperes per cm.2 at atmospheric pressure and 
varying as the square of the pressure. Increas¬ 
ing the current density above this figure raises 
the cathode drop. 

Ionization by collision alone then can account 
only for low current density discharges requiring 
at least hundreds of volts. For an arc cathode 
to occur, some new ionizing agent must make 
its appearance. The search for what this new 
ionizing agent may be forms an interesting 
chapter in electrophysics. 

The first thwiry was that thermionic emis¬ 
sion at the cathode is this new ionizing agent. 
In most types of arcs the cathode is at a high 
temperature, and for some arcs, certainly at a 
temperature high enough for glows in times 
which are too short for the cathode to heat up. 
Other ionizing agents are necessary for these 
nonthermionic arcs. Note, however, that for 
these thermionic arcs a considerable energy in¬ 
put is necessary to bring the cathode up to the 
necessary temperature so that such an arc can¬ 
not be formed from a glow in a short time, 

Another theory, and one which is widely ac¬ 
cepted, is that in the arc a very high positive 
ion space charge density adjacent to the cathode 
produces so intense an electric field there that 
electrons in sufficient number are pulled out 
from the cathode. To form so intense a space 
charge, however, calls for a current density of 
Several thousand amperes per cm.^ so that ac¬ 
cording to this theory such current densities are 
necessary before an arc cathode can be formed. 

Still another theory is that very intense ther¬ 
mal ionization in the gas layer immediately 
adjacent to the cathode supplies sufficient posi¬ 
tive ions to carry the current to the cathode. 
Here again, because of the large heat loss from 
this hot gas layer to the cold cathode, a con¬ 
siderable current density is necessary. 

We see that according to all these theories 
a considerable energy input density or current 
density at the cathode is a prerequisite for the 
formation of an arc cathode. 

Methods for Initiation of an Arc Cathode 

The problem with which the authors have 
been concerned, and whose solution forms the 
subject of this paper was the frequent repeated 
initiation of an arc cathode upon a cold elec¬ 
trode within a very short and precisely placed 
time interval, less than a thousandth of a sec¬ 
ond and in gases at low pressures. It is well 
to consider the known methods of arc cathode 
initiation to see how closely they come to meet¬ 
ing the requirements of this problem. 

(1) The Thermionic Cathode. The method of 
using a cathode ivith a separate source of en¬ 
ergy to bring it up to a temperature sufficient 
for thermionic emission is regularly used in hot 
“filament” gas filled tubes. However, if the 
“filament” is to be of reasonable size, and the 
separate source of energy not excessively large. 



Fig. I 

A voltags—arcing curve. 
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the filament cannot be brought up to the neces¬ 
sary temperature in the required small time. 

(2) Separating Contacts. When metallic con¬ 
tacts are separated in circuits carry!nsr an am¬ 
pere or more, an arc is formed at once. Sev¬ 
eral theories have been advanced as to the way 
in which the arc cathode is formed there. These 
theories depend upon the Rreat concentration of 
the current and intensification of the electric 
field at the last contact point of the separating 
electrodes. Killian observes that the electric 
Rradient will be high enough for electrons to be 
drawn from the cathode, and Slepian points out 
that the energy input into the last contact 
point will be great enough to thermally explode 
it into a vapor so highly ionized as to supply 
sufficient current density for the maintenance 
of an arc. 

Although this method is widely used in 
switches, arc lamps, welders, and for starting 
of mercury arc rectifiers, the mechanical inertia 
of the separating contacts makes this method 
impractical for solving the problem set by the 
authors. 

(3) The Blowing Fuse. Closely related to the 
method of separating contacts is the blowing 
of a fuse wire. The starting of the arc may be 
by the Intense electric field at the first separat¬ 
ing points of the vaporizing fuse following Kil¬ 
lian, but with the rapidly blown fuse the experi¬ 
ments of Anderson which show the existence of 
almost completely thermally ionized vapor make 
Slepian^s theory more plausible. 

By using a fuse wire or film, the quick and 
accurate starting of the arc can be accomplished. 
The requirement of quick and frequent repeti¬ 
tion of the starting operation, however, intro¬ 
duces difficulties. One possibility is the quick 
formation and re-formation of a conducting film 
upon an insulating surface by condensation from 
a metal vapor, and the authors have had some 
success in this way, but the method which is 
described later is believed to be better. 

(4) Spontaneous Transition from Glow to Arc. 
A glow between electrodes may be readily and 
quickly started by the application of sufficient 
voltage. In many circumstances the glow 
cathode will change spontaneously into an arc 
cathode. For example, if the energy density at 
the cathode is large enough, the cathode will 
heat up, and may reach a temperature for suf¬ 
ficient thermionic emission to permit the change 
to an arc cathode. But at low gas pressures, 
since the glow current density is very low, such 
heating cannot occur, and at high gas pressures, 
the heating is still loo slow to solve the problem 
of the rapid and repeated initiation of the arc 
cat hods required by the authors. 

Nevertheless, sudden and rapid transitions to 
the arc form of cathode do occur in actual 
glows even at low gas pressures. The causes 
of such transitions are not well understood, and 
the prevention of such occurrences is the funda¬ 
mental problem of mercury arc rectifiers and 
similar devices. Researches of the authors and 
others indicate that these causes are spontaneous 
and randomly occurring agents lasting individ¬ 
ually for only some few millionths of a second, 
and which somehow cause a sufficiently high 
current density to aPPear at some point of the 
cathode for maintaining an arc cathode. The 
average frequency of occurrence of such causes 
varies in a direct manner with the current den¬ 
sity and voltage of the glow. At low fras pres¬ 
sures, where the glow current density is very 
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small, the average frequency of occurrence of 
these causes is too small for the solution of the 
authors* problem to be found in this way. Only 
at high pressures, about atmospheric. Is the fre¬ 
quency of occurrence of these causes great 
enough to give certainty that an arc cathode 
will form within a few thousandths of a second. 

(5) The Electric Spark. This method really 
is a form of transition from glow to arc and 
might have been discussed in (4). but it de¬ 
serves a special place because it deals with a 
transient form of glow cathode which is par¬ 
ticularly effective in initiating an arc cathode 
at high gas Pressures. The spark is initiated by 
high voltage breakdown between spaced elec¬ 
trodes and since the only ionizing agent at the 
cathode is ionization by collision, we must tie- 
scribe the cathode condition as a glow. The 
characterizing feature of the sPark is the very 
rapid growth of the current sent through the 
discharge. Since the glow cathode which 
initially covers only a small area spreads rather 
slowly, a very high current density may be built 
up momentarily in the glow cathode. It is con¬ 
ceivable that a sufficiently high current density 
may be reached in the glow itself to permit an 
arc cathode, but it is more probable that in this 
high current density the frequency of occurrence 
of spontaneous transition causes becomes suf¬ 
ficiently great to insure the prompt initiation of 
an arc cathode. 

At low gas pressures, even with high applied 
voltages from sources capable of giving a rapid 
rate of increase of current, the current density 
in the glow cathode remains low* and an arc 
is not struck. Generally, one would say that a 
“spark** does not form at low gas pressures. 

(6) The High Frequency Discharge. This 
method is closely related to the methods described 
in (4) and (6). A discharge is started between 
spaced electrodes by application of sufficient 
voltage of high frequency. Again, since the 
only ionizing agent is ionization by collision, 
the condition at the momentary cathode must be 
described as a glow. However, in the high fre¬ 
quency glow the current density may be very 
large Compared to that at the cathode of a 
steady or low frequency glow. In the steady 
glow the current density at the cathode is lim¬ 
ited by the space charge of the positive ions. 
But in the high frequency glow such space 
charges do not have time to form. Thus high 
density positive ion currents will flow in alter¬ 
nate half cycles and with such high current den¬ 
sity the frequency of occurrence of spontaneous 
glow to arc transitions will be very great. 

The method of the high frequency discharge 
appears to be practical according to the ex¬ 
perience of the authors, but they believe the new 
method to be described in this paper is better. 
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, (7) Striking a New Cathode from an Already 

Existing Arc. If an electrode is made negative 
, with respect to an already existing tiischarge. a 
i positive ion current will flow to it. which will 
I g« nerally be limited to a small density iiy .space 
j charge. Conditions at such an electrode are 
i essentially the same as those at the cathode of 
j a .self-maintaining glow, except that tht positive 
ion currents may be drawn at a voltage in itself 
too low for the maintenance of a glow. To in¬ 
sure the prompt striking of an arc eathtale at 
such an electrode, the m< thnds already described 
as effective for the glow may be used. For ex¬ 
ample. application of a high fre<|uency voltage 
to such an electrode will result in the promtd 
formation of an are cathode. 

However, in this case, an additional possibility 
exists. The density of ionization of the already 
existing discharge may l>e raised to so high a 
value adjacent to the eleetrode that even with 
low applied voltage, the positive ion curn^nt 
density will be so large that there will be prompt 
occurrence of a cause for transition to an arc 
cathode. Thi.s is the method used in the Deion 
circuit lireaker for striking new cathodes on 
the many plates in the (hdoiiizing chamber. The 
arc which is first drawn at separating contacts 
is driven by a magnetic field up into slots in the 
plates, where the reduction of arc section .so 
increases the density of ionization that arc 
cathcxles at once form on the plates. 

The authors have also successfully applied this 
method to the striking of an arc cathode to a 
mercury electrode in an evacuated vessel. An 
arc from a separately heated thermionic filament 
cathode was started, but it was compelled to 
take a constricted path close to the mercury, 
thus causing the density of ionization to be very 
high there, A small voltage difference between 
the mercury and the discharge would cause the 
prompt formation of an arc cathode on the 
mercury. 

The Light Contact Arc Starter 

A form of arc cathode starter of the separat¬ 
ing contact type devised by the authors deserves 
special mention, because in a considerable degree 
it was free from inertia difficulty of ordinary 
separating contacts, A small-section, pointed 
tungsten rod was Placed in a mercury arc tube 
so that it dipped slightly to a depth of about 
one millimeter below the mercury surface. On 
sending sufficient current through the rod. the 
cathode of an arc was promptly started at the 
rod mercury junction, and this starting could 
be regularly repeated sixty times per second. 
The explanation is believed to be as follows: 

The current through the rod heated the rod- 
mercury junction, but the temperature had only 
to rise to that at which mercury has a vapor 
pressure of one millimeter, that is, about 125 
degrees Cent, when a film of vapor would form 
around the rod separating it from the rod and 
starting an arc cathode on the mercury. In the 
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Fig. 4 

Results of gradient tests. 
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particular tube used, when such an arc cathode 
started, the current was diverted to another 
anode and the arc cathode moved on the mer¬ 
cury surface away from the rod junction. With 
the current diverted from the rod, the film of 
vapor around the rod point promptly condensctl. 
so that the starter was ready for a repetition 
of the process within a sixtieth of a second. 

With an immersion of one millimeter about 
200 amperes was necessary for regular strikinu 
of the arc. With less immersion, less current 
could be used, but with the lesser immersion 
the mercury would sometimes be throwrn mechan¬ 
ically out of contact with the rod and wuulit 
require several sixtieths of a second to return 
and make contact a^ain. 

The New Arc Starter 

In attemptinR to develop a starter of the type 
of the preceding: section and also of the type 
mentioned at the end of 3, under '^Methods f«»r 
Initiation of an Arc Cathode/' it w^as discovered 
that a rod of relatively high resistivity partly 
immersed in mercury had very extraordinary 
properties with respect to the initiation of arc 
cathodes on the mercury surface. The first ob¬ 
servations were made on a carborundum crystal. 
It was found that about ten amperes fiowin;^ 
through the crystal would start an arc cathode, 
and unlike the tungsen rod of the previous sec¬ 
tion. this current magnitude for starting the arc 
cathode varied very little with the degree of 
immersion of the crystal. The voltage required 
for starting varied with the length of the cry.s- 
tal above the mercury and was less than 100 
volts for moderate lengths. 

The starting of the arc was extremely regular 
and reliable. In taking an oscillogram of the 
operation of a mercury pool cathode vapor tube 
with such a starter, the starter electrode was 
connected to the anode of the tube through an 
auxiliary external rectifier, and the whole was 
placed in an alternating current circuit. As 
the oscillogram showed, in each half-cycle of 
polarity correct for sending current through the 
external rectifier, an arc was started in the 
tube. 

This extraordinary property for starting an 
arc cathode was found to be generally enjoyed 
by materials of considerable resistivity. Thus 
similar results were obtained with starter rods 
made of lightning arrester resistor material 
(clay, lampblack mixtures), glowbar resistors 
(special carborundum heating elements), galena 
and ferro-eilicon. 

No wasting aw’ay of the starter rods could 
be observed even after long periods of Operation. 
Some rods on life test have now been operating 
sixty times per second. 24 hours per day. for 
over seven months with no observable deteriora¬ 
tion. 

The mercury pool was not an essential element 
in the operation of the starter, as regular opera¬ 
tion was obtained with a starter rod partly 
buried in solidified tin, as welt as with a molten 
tin cathode. Operation w*a3 obtained also in 
air at atmospheric pressure. 

The time required for the formation of the 
arc cathode after the application of the neces¬ 
sary voltage was found to be extremely short. 
This was investigated with the cathode ray os¬ 
cillograph by W. E. Berkey. The following re¬ 
sults are typical. For a resistor rod of % in, 
diameter in mercury dipping in, below the 
surface and extending ^ in, above the mercury, 
the minimum voltage for starting the arc before 
the rod wmld heat up appreciably was found to 
be approximately 130 volts, A sudden applica¬ 
tion of 250 volts would start the arc within less 



Fig. S 

Starter-material potential and current lines. 




f 


184 


RADIO-CRAFT for SEPTEMBER 


1933 













































than five micru'seconds aa indicated by a cathode 
ray oacilloffram of such a starting of an arc 
cathode; as the voltage waa reduced longer time 
delays between the application of the voltage 
and striking of the arc were observed. These 
times varied considerably in test repetitions. 
Figure 1 shows the variation of the mean time 
with voltage, and Fig. 2 the distribution of the 
times obtained at a single voltage. 

Observations Bearing on the Theory of the 
New Starter 

The insensitivity of the now starter to the 
degree of its immersion in the mercury indicated 
that its operation did not depend upon an actual 
breaking of contact with the mercury. This is 
ronfirmetl by the operation of the starter buried 
in solidified tin, and it was also confirmed by 
operation obtained where permanent electrical 
contact below the surface of the mercury was 
insured by means of a tight metal clamp, and 
also by a copper sprayed i>ortion of the rod 
below the mercury surface. 

When operated just below the voltage required 
for regular operation, frequent tiny sparks 
would be observed at the mercury-rod junction. 
This suggested that the seat of the phenomenon 
resided at the mercury-rod junction, and also 
suggested that the operation might take place 
in roughly two stages, each stage setting dif¬ 
ferent requirements. First would be the start¬ 
ing of a tiny arc cathode, the tiny sparks ob¬ 
served above. This would call for a very high 
electric gradient, or very large concentrations 
of energy to effect a thermal explosion at the 
mercury-rod junction similar to what occurs at 
the last contact point of separating contacts. 
Second would be the building up of the small 
current flowing from this tiny arc cathode to 
an arc current sufficient to short-circuit the rod 
to the holder or another anode. This would call 
for the ability of the side of the rod immediately 
adjacent to the tiny "spark” or arc cathode to 
carry considerable current as the anode of an 
arc. 

Both of these requirements seem to call for 
the existence of an electric gradient down the 
rod to the mercury-rod junction. The necessity 
for such a gradient is beautifully illustrated by 
some experiments of Lk Smede. 

As illustrated in Pig. 3, a hollow cylindrical 
starter, A, made of glowbar was used. Good 
contact with the internal surface of this cylin¬ 
der was made up to a level B by means of an 
amalgam. The electrical connection to the amal¬ 
gam was brought in under the mercury and of 
course was insulated from the mercury. A 
barometric connection permitted the mercury 
level to be raised and lowered. The voltage re¬ 
quired by the starter for regular operation was 
observed for different leveb of the mercury. 
The results are shown in Fig. 4, 

The impressed potential existed between the 
internal amalgam and the external mercury. 
When the mercury level was considerably below 
B, there would be current flow down the cylin¬ 
der to the mercury from above, and therefore 
a gradient down the starter to the mercury. As 
the mercury level approached close to B, more 
of tht? current would flow across the cylinder 
wall to the mercury junction, and less down the 
cylinder wait. Hence for a given voltage, the 
gradient down the rod would be lessened. Hence 
if a gradient of a definite magnitude is neces¬ 
sary down the starter at the junction, the volt¬ 
age required for starting should rise rapidly 
as the mercury level approaches B. This the 
curve of FTg. 4 shows to have been actually the 
case. 

Theory of the Now Starter 

The observations of the previous section sug¬ 
gest that with respect to voltage and energy 
concentration, conditions at the starter rod-mer- 
cury junction must be similar to those occurring 
at the last contact point of separating contacts. 
Electrostatic theory shows that this is the case. 
Fig. 5 shows the equipotentials and current flow 
lines for a slab of starter material with parallel 
plane sides and dipping down a great distance 
into the mercury. (This field distribution is 
taken from Maxwell "Electricity and Magnetism” 
3d edition. Art. 193, p. 297 and assumes that 
the electrical resistivity of the mercury is 
negligible compared to that of the starter ma¬ 
terial.) The current and voltage concentration 
at the mercury junction are quite clear. 

From the mathematical formulas of Maxwell 
(in the reference just given), we calculate that 
the potential gradient along the starter side near 
the mercury junction is given by 
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where d is the thickness of the slab, Xoc, the 
gradient along the slab far from the junction, 
and X, the small distance from the junction at 
dV 

which the gradient exists. According to 

ox 

this formula, the gradient, and with it the cur¬ 
rent density becomes infinite at the junction 
where x = 0. 

Of course, the formula (1) may be considered 
as applying only so close to the junction as the 
material may be considered continuous. If we 
assume that we may consider the material con¬ 
tinuous down to atomic distances, that is down 
to x = l(M cm., and if we take the slab thick¬ 
ness as 0,5 cm., we have for the gradient at the 
junction. 


tlV 1.5 Xoc 

It we adopt as our criterion for the starting 
of an arc cathode, the appearance of a gradient 
of 10® volts per cm. at the junction, we have 
for gradient, remote from the junction 

(3) Xoc =200 volts per cm. 

Actually, less than 100 volte per cm. were 
sufficient for sUrting an arc cathode w4th the 
materials tested. It seems likely that other phe¬ 
nomena peculiar to the carrying of current 
across contects appear also at the junction, such 
as transition films of high resistivity, or the 
drawing up of small particles forming bridges, 
as suggested by Holm. 

The first requirement for the starting of an 
arc cathode at the junction then seems to be 
the impressing of a gradient of the order of 100 
volts per cm* along the starter rod. This prac¬ 
tically gets a lower limit to the resistivity of the 
rod material, since with ordinary metals and 
reasonable rod dimensions, the current required 
to maintain such a gradient would be enormous. 
We may perhaps set KH* ohms per cm.* as the 
practical lower limit of resistivity of a starter 
rod of reasonable dimensions. 

The requirements of the second stage of tbe 
formation of the arc, however, set an upper 
limit to the resistivity of the rod. The tiny arc 
which forms at the junction must grow to a 
magnitude sufficient to short circuit the rod. 
Since the tiny arc first flows to the rod sale as 
anode, the resistivity of the rod must be low 
enough to permit the flow of sufficient current 
through the rod side without requiring excessive 
voltage. Actually, it was found that the voltage 
required for starting increased with the resistiv¬ 
ity of the rod material. We may probably set a 
few thousand ohms per cm. as the upper limit 
for the resistivity of the starter rod. 


Applications of the New Starter 
Applications of the new starter will be obvious 
to those familiar with grid controlled gas tubes. 
In such tubes, until now, an arc cathode was 
permanently maintained by a separately heated 
thermionic cathode or a keep-alive arc. The 
starting of an arc to a main anode was then 
controlled by a grid. Now the permanent arc 
cathode and control by the grid may be elimi^ 
nated, and the starting of the arc to the main 
anode effected and controlled entirely by' the 
new starter. Thus many of the problems asso¬ 
ciated with tbe use of grids, particularly for 
large currents, are completely eliminated. 
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on page 179 of this issue. 


TESTING RESISTORS 

In the early days of radio, fixed resistors 
were more or less taken for granted. If they 
showed resistance valiiea of approximately the 
desire«l rating, chances are they would be 
ijse<l. Little ri'al thought was given to other 
characteristics which have since been recog- 
nizi'd as all-important. 

Almost every <‘irciiit in a moilern receiver 
ni.w contains a resistor and. from the stand- 
joint of the iHscriminating Servic«‘ Man, the 
mere resistance rating is but one of several 
very imjiortant factors about which he wants 
to be fully informeti. Before risking his repu¬ 
tation for got)d work on a rt^sislor he wants 
to know whether it will retain its rated value 
through thick and thin; he wants to know 
about its voltage eoetlieient. how much it 
will deteriorate with age or untler conditions 
of high heat or humidity and he wants to 
know about other factors all of which have a 
very dire<’t bearing tm its ability to deliver 
^atisfactory reception over a long period of 
time. 

Accuracy of rated resistance value can be 
taken for granted on units which bear the 
stamp of a reliable manufacturer who makes 
them not down to a price but who builds 
them up to a standard of quality. For in¬ 
stance. the standard tolerance of stock val¬ 
ues of I. R. C. resistors is 10%. This is de¬ 
cidedly satisfactory for daily service recjiiire- 
ments although, if desired for some particular 
purpose, resistors with a tolerance of only 5% 
can be furnished at a slightly higher price. 

Lov/ Voliage CoefRcient 

Voltage coefficient is another highly impor¬ 
tant resistor factor. Good resistors will 
measure up to the same resistance values as 
long as their voltage ratings are not exceeded. 
However, this point will bear watching in 
cheap resistors for. obviously, if a unit meas¬ 
ures 1 megohm at 10 volts and 800.000 or 
900.000 ohms at 200 volts it may cause the 
Service Man nt) eml of trouble when Placed 
in a set. 

Low voltage coefficient simply means that 
there need be no hesitancy about using the 
same value of resistor at different voltages. 
A 500.000 ohm gridleak. for instance, may 
have only a few volts across it whereas a 
500,000 ohm coupling resistor may carry as 
much as 200 volts and certainly no Service 
Man will want to be bothered with having 
to select different types of 500.000 ohm re¬ 
sistors to use on these different jobs. 

Next comes the factor of resistor ageing 
characteristics. Even wire-wound resistors 
show a certain deterioration with age and this 
is why. wh»‘n making resistors for extremely 
high precision work, the wire is first aged. 
Ageing tests over a long period of time on 
I, R, C. stock resistors have shown a de¬ 
terioration of less than 2% over a period of 
years of use. 

Humidity characteristics also warrant care¬ 
ful consideration. Humidity temls to increase 
the value of resistors. Poorly constructed 
units under test have shown an increase of 
as much as ,50% or 100 as ciimpared to 
tinly 10% for (juality resistors. In the 1. R. 
C. laboratory these tests are made in a “hu¬ 
midity chamber” which is kept at 4()“ C. with 
90% relative humidity, the latter being ob¬ 
tained by means of a saturated solution of 
sodium tartrate. Resistors are kept in the 
chamber for lOO hours ami results clearly 
show the danger of using inferior resistors 
for it is well known by Service Men that 
humidity is one of the most potent causes 
of resistor failure. 

The Heating and Cooling Cycle 
It is characteristic of a good resistor that, 
when its normal rated load is removed and 
it is allowed to cool, the unit will return to 
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within one or two per cent of the rated value. 
Some resistors show this permanence of load 
characteristic under brief tests but fail in 
longer tests. In the designing of 1, K. C/St 
the resistors are given a “life test" of at 
least 1.000 hours with a load being applied 
intermittently* 1 4 hours on and half an hour 
ofT. This simulates the heating and celling 
cycle encountered in actual set operation and 
which has caused many cheap resistors to 
fail. 

On good resistors, the change under load 
averages about 3 4%. units returning to with¬ 
in 1% of their original value upon cooling. 
An overload of from 50% to 100% applied 
continuously for 100 hours will not cause them 
to change permanently more than 10%. 

All radio resistors emit a certain amount 
of microphonic noise. When heard over a 
simple circuit set up made for this purpose* 
this sounds like a hiss or a rush. The noise 
is not objectionable when continuous but 
trouble comes when it changes to an erratic 
crackle—and it is this cracking that high- 
grade resistors are designed to eliminate. The 
accompanying diagram gives a circuit set-up 
which w'ill give the Service Man an easy 
means of testing resistors for noise—a test 
which will supply convincing evidence in favor 
of quality units designed and constructed un¬ 
der modern, scientific engineering methods. 

Thus it becomes evident that the true qual¬ 
ity of a resistor cannot be judged by any sin¬ 
gle test and further that excellence in a single 
characteristic is not sufAcient to recommend 
a unit for general use. The high-grade re¬ 
sistor built on quality lines tkrouffhout will 
meet all of the requirements of the discrimi¬ 
nating Service Man and not just a few of 
them. 

The simple testing circuit illustrated utilizes 
an audio amplifier having an overall voltage 
amplification of 1,000 or over, with a V. T, 
voltmeter reading up to 3 volts on its output. 
A battery supplies the rated load to resistor 
Under test, X. which is in series with a 
“quiet.” wire-wound resistor of about the 
same value, R. Point X is connected to the 
input of the amplifier, E, by means of a con¬ 
denser. The noise developed can then be heard 
on the speaker or measured by the V. T. 
voltmeter. If the needle fluctuates wildly, 
the resistor is very noisy. The actual read¬ 
ing is also a measure of the noise developed 
under load. A high-grade resistor will give 
a continuous hissing noise when listened to 
while a poor one will emit a series of erratic 
crackles. The potentiometer Rl, switch, etc., 
are used when it is desired to measure the 
noise by comparison with a known source of 
voltage S. 


PLANE RADIO VS. FIRES 

The radio-phone facilities of Transconti¬ 
nental & Western Air, whose planes fly over 
Pennsylvania on their coast-to-coast mail and 
passenger routes, have been of great value to 
the state in its efforts to prevent forest fires 
and preserve the natural forest resources, ac¬ 
cording to George W, Wirt, chief fire warden 
at Harrisburg, who reports as follows in a 
recent bulletin; 

Pilots of TWA have come to our assistance 
many times by reporting the discovery of forest 
fires by means of their two-way radio-phone 
facilities. The pilot reports the discovery of 
the fire to his ground radio stations at Har¬ 
risburg. Pittsburgh, or Philadelphia, and with¬ 
in a few minutes the fire wardens are in pos¬ 
session of the information. 

Often the pilots render particularly valu¬ 
able service by giving details of bication 
w‘hich could not be gained from the warden's 
observation towers. The pilot, of course, can 
see the evidences of the fire many miles ahead 
and is able to get the report to us long before 
our observation posts are aware of the fire. 

In one instance a radio report from a plane 
of a fire a short distance outside of Pitts¬ 
burgh was in the Harrisburg fire warden’s 
office BIX minutes after the pilot spotted it. 

(Along the route of TWA. whose huge tri¬ 
motor passenger planes and smaller mail 
planes operate over the shortest route from 
coast to Coast, there are nineteen radio ground 
stations. The pilot of each plane is in con¬ 
stant radio communication with the ground 
through the radio-phone transmitter and re¬ 
ceiver on his plane and on the ground.) 
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• RADOLEK • 


New! I 

UNIVERSAL MODEL “E" 

Condenser Type Microphone 

Adimini ciinthty «t n seiimtionaUr Low ivice 
W)® Hviivpl HraJ with Aulotnatic llAromelrJi; Ad 
jTiittitiont — i Stale Aiiililitier — ■ Non-Micro[>tiiiiiie 
lube*— Solid Bar Clratinjt DtaphraKm I’rutrrtii.h 
— PoliahiiL Atumihum and Clkroinu Flated— At 
dr'ilirn* iirt of $54.00. thi* i* by all odd* the 
Cre.iiret value in micrriPlione history 

UNIVERSAL MICROPHONE CO., Ltd. 

424 Warren Lane 
INGLEWOOD, CAUF., U. S. A. 

1763 S^ERVICEMEN I 

Brand new EX-STAT replacement manual gives 
correct type volume control instantly, for 1763 
set models. Most complete listing ever com- 
Piied. Copy FREE to deaiers and quaiifled 
service men. Send postcard today to 

TILTON MFC. CO. 

17 E. 26th St., New York, N. Y- 
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I^dio^afi: FREE 


BOOKLET 

SEItVlCE 


READERS' BUREAU 


On this page are listed manufacturers' catalogs 
and booklets, chosen because they are of in> 
terest to readers of RAOIO^CRAFT. You can 
obtain copies FREE by using the coupon below. 


6. Clarostat Control Handbook. A larije 
32-page book containing detailed specification a 
of volume controls, attenuators, constant-im¬ 
pedance controls, phonograph pickup fadera. tone 
controls, line ballasts, rheostats, potentiometers 
and Axed resistors of various kinds, together 
with valuable circuit-design data. Contains many 
diagrams and charts, and a guide of replace¬ 
ment volume and tone controls for many com¬ 
mercial receivers* Clarostat Manu/aCturtfip Com¬ 
pany, /nc. 


6. Measuring Resistance by the Deflection 
Method. The conventional method for the meas¬ 
urement of resistance involves the use of the 
Wheatstone bridge, a costly piece of apparatus. 
Howp'cr, there are other methods which provule 
a fair degree of accuracy, enough for all prac¬ 
tical purposes. The least expensive is the de- 
Aection method, which makes use of popularly 
priced milliammeters and Axed resistors. This 
bulletin describes the method completely, and 
should be very useful to Service Men and ex¬ 
perimenters with limited meter equipment. 
4Sha/fcross Afanu/acfurttiy Company. 


11. Supreme Instruments. Contains lengthy 
descriptions of the Supreme service instruments, 
including the AAAI Diagnometer, which is Ave 
instruments in one, the model 90 analyser, the 
model 40 tube tester and the models 60 and 70 
oscillators. Interesting to the Service Man be¬ 
cause it tells how his work is facilitated by 
ingeniously-designed test equipment that indi¬ 
cates the condition of an entire set in a few 
minutes. New test apparatus to take care of 
the new tubes is also described. Supreme /n- 
atrument Corporation. 


19. A Baptism of Fire. Centralab Axed re¬ 
sistors are made by forcing a carefully; calibrat«l 
resistance material through a plastic ceramic 
material, and then baking both under terriAc 
heat. This booklet describes the manufacturing 
process in detail, and lists the advantages 
claimed for Axed resistors of this type. It is 
interestingly written and illustrated, and makes 
good reading. Central Radio Laboratories. Inc. 


Readrite instruments. Worth having. Readrite 
Meter Works. 


76. The Coast-to-Coast "Broadcast.** The 
*‘Bruadca8t‘’ is the Spring-Summer 1933 edition 
of a 100-page mail order catalog that is a veri¬ 
table encyclopedia. Its listings are very varied, 
and run from soldering lugs to complete 100- 
watt public address ampHAers. Every article is 
well illustrated and described for the beneAt of 
radio dealers and Service Men, for whom the 
volume is speciAcally intended. Coaat-to-Coast 
Radio Corporation. 


94. Electrad Products. The newest and 
latest catalog of Electrad products contains 
twelve pages and lists many types of Axed and 
variable resistors and Ave different kinds of 
ampHAers for public address purposes. The 
popular Truvolt resistors have been improved 
by the addition of insulating shields and heat 
radiating covers, and a number of new sizes have 
been added to the line. The catalog also con¬ 
tains some valuable data on the application of 
resistors to radio receivers, transmitters, ampli- 
Aers and sound systems, and suggestions on how 
to compute the value of resistors. A handy and 
useful catalog. Electrad. Inc. 


96. Tobe Filterizer and Condensers. The 
Tobe Deutschmann company is now catering to 
the Service Man with an extensive line of Alter, 
by-pass and line condensers and radio noise 
eliminators. Their latest catalog, describing the 
complete line, has just come off the press. A 
full page is given to the new *'niterizer’* noise 
eliminating antenna system, an item of par¬ 
ticular interest to Service Men because of the 
money-making opportunities it offers. Tobe 
Deutschmann Corporation. 


97. Arco Tube Bulletin. A descriptive 
folder giving full technical characteristics on the 
complete line of Arco radio receiving and trans* 
mitting tubes, photo-electric cells, television 
lamps, hot and e<ild cathode tubes, cathode ray 
tubi>s. recti Aers and charger bulbs. This can be 
posted for easy reference. Arco Tube Company. 


98. How TO Use Noise Reducing Antenna 
System ON Broadcast Waves and Short Waves 
is the title of the latest booklet on this important 
subject. In addition to covering the theory, the 
practical application of the various noise-reduc¬ 
ing systems available for broadcast and short 
W'ave use, is described also. Lynch Mfg. Co. 


21. Readrite Radio Instruments. This six¬ 
teen-page pamphlet contains some valuable hints 
on the testing of electrolytic condensers, as well 
ns descriptions of the full line of popular-priced 


RADIO-CRAFT 5-IW 

Readers Bureau 

96-98 Park Place. New York, N. Y. 

Please send me free of charge the fol¬ 
lowing booklets indicated by numbers 
in the published list above: 


No. 


Name 


Address 


City .State. 

(Please check the following) 

I am 

(1) □ Service Man (2) □ Experimenter 
(8) □ Dealer <4) □ Jobber 

(5) □ Radio Engineer 
(6) □ Licensed Amateur 
(7) □ Professional or Amateur Set 
Builder 

Thif coupon will not be honored unless you 
check off your classIAcatlon above. 


102. ^ America's Oldest Radio School. This 
attractive 16-page catalog describes the various 
course of instruction available at the RCA In¬ 
stitute, New York. Training is given in the 
following subjects: radio broadcasting, radio op¬ 
erating. radio servicing, and sound and public 
address work. RCA Institutes. Inc. 


103. Miles Public Address Systems. A con- 
else 8-page catalog listing microphone, loud 
speakers, power units, ampUAers, transformers 
and incidental accesories. Miles Reproducer Co.. 
Inc. 


104. Weston Standardized Service Units. 
This folder describes a complete serie of stand¬ 
ardized service units, consisting of an analyzer, 
tube checker, oscillator, volt-ohmmeter and ca¬ 
pacity meter. The units are of uniform size 
and may be combined in single case of various 
size, depending on the requirements of the 
Service Man. Weston Electrical Instrument 
Corp. 


105. Radio Bargain News. This dealers' and 
Service Men’s mall order catalog is a veritable 
buyer's guide. Among the hundreds of items 
included are auto radio sets, mobile sound ampli- 
Aers, dynamic speakers and replacement parts 
of every description. Federated Purchaser, Inc. 


106. Ex-Stat Specialties fob Radio Service 
Technicians. A useful catalog of resistors, 
condensers and volume controls, prt^^ared espe¬ 
cially for the Service Man. Of particular value 
is a ten-page section listing the correct replace¬ 
ment volume controls for numerous radio re¬ 
ceivers dating back as far as 1926. Tilton 
Manufacturing Company. 


RADIO FURNITURE 

While volumes have been written on radio 
furniture points out E. C. Ritter, furniture 
designer for the Fada Ra<Ho & Elec. Corp., 
the problem that faces the cabinet designer 
may be stated in a single sentence. It is 
this: Execute pleasing designs that will At 

into average home surroundings. 

It all sounds very simple, but as a matter 
of fact it has not been so easy to design 
cabinets in keeping w-ith the premise of hav¬ 
ing them At into the multitude of homes. 
While of course, there have been, and are, 
radio cabinets distinctly following a given 
furniture "period," it has been necessary by 
and large to keep away from strictly period 
design. That means reproducing with ex- 
actitu<le lines of the great masters of furni¬ 
ture or the periods such as Italian Renais¬ 
sance. Spanish. Louis XV, Queen Anne and 
other period pieces. In this respect radio 
has been forced to become distinctive to a 
degree and strike somewhat of a happy 
medium. 

While one major survey of American 
homes show'ed bed-rooms followed in the or¬ 
der named, French. English. Colonial and 
modernistic style and living rooms in 
Colonial, early American, English and French, 
it can readily be seen that the bed-room 
furniture maker for example has quite a small 
problem compared to the radio cabinet maker. 
He can manufacture certain accepted stand¬ 
ard pieces, mostly in suites, and the indi¬ 
vidual purchaser makes a selection in ac¬ 
cordance with his taste, type of home, or 
general reuuirements. But in the case of 
railio the problem may be likened to the pur¬ 
chase of an odd piece to place in a room 
where the major selection has already been 
settled. In other words, it is the question 
of Atting in the radio cabinet to the living 
room, generally speaking. The manufacturer 
of radio sets selling in volume must design 
cabinets as I said at the outset that will At 
into average home surroundings and that's 
no easy task not only because of individual 
taste in home furniture but also because of 
certain other characteristics of people in a 
country as large as ours. 

Leaving out the question of general period 
designs vaguely followed in the making of 
home furniture there is the question of larger 
inAuences which not only the furniture manu¬ 
facturers must heed but speciAcally the radio 
cabinet designer must be particularly careful 
of including in his calculations. I have in 
mind one section of the United States that 
leans heavily toward the more conservative 
designs in furniture and that, of course, in¬ 
cludes radio consoles. Then we get into the 
heart of a great metropolis and And certain 
sections where elaborate designs with heavy 
carvings are the order of the day. These 
tastes are governed very often by racial back¬ 
ground that is stronger than style inAuences. 
Then we get into another section of the coun¬ 
try where old American tradition hold.s the 
people to certain well-deAned furniture ideas. 
Then again, in certain cities there will be 
several clear-cut major divisions as to types 
of stores in regard to requirements. One will 
not handle anything ornate sticking to "quiet" 
lines while another because of its clientele will 
have to go in for ornamental design. And so 
it goes, with varying complications for vary¬ 
ing types of trade. And through it all the 
radio manufacturer, through his furniture de¬ 
sign. must strike the right average, bo to 
speak. Radio cabinets, or consoles, must be 
individual and yet not too "different." The¬ 
oretically, it would be ideal to have, say. Ave 
cabinet designs to At each set model and each 
pocket book at the same time but this of 
course, would not be practical since it would 
mean building a tremendously large selection 
for each line of radio receivers. 

Disregarding inilividual instances of spe¬ 
cially designed period consoles it can be said 
that whenever radio has tried to bring deAnitc 
period models into the fold a Aop has re¬ 
sulted. The sets that have sold in volume 
have been those that in addition to consider¬ 
ations of technical performance, have been 
encased in furniture that struck the eye of the 
average as "right" in appearance and Atted 
well into the setting where it was to be 
placed. 

It should be understood that I have not at¬ 
tempted to cover this whole subject of radio 
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furniture but merely to touch a few hiKhlis'nts. 
The next time you see Queen Anne leg:8 on a 
radio console do not expect the whole cabinet 
to be Queen Anne. For radio cabinets are, 
in the main in the minds of the old time 
furniture people at least—-'‘monjfrels,” mon- 
greU which perhaps through their trade ac^ 
ceptance by the American public have in turn 
created a new phase in furniture design and 
of which time alone can tell whether it is a 
permanent phase of design or one which will 
eventually revert to the accepted principles 
of design which have characterized the furni¬ 
ture industry for so many years. 

Cabinet Colors 

Still another and very important factor is 
the color of the cabinet. Where the public 
has a choice of colors in the selection of a 
radio cabinet no one color is a general favor¬ 
ite but there is a surprising degree of uni¬ 
formity in the preference shown for each 
color. 

This is at least the tentative conclusion 
reached by us, based on the initial batches of 
orders that came upon the heels of the pro- 
<luction of the ‘'Supor-Fadalette/* a miniature 
receiver in art-leather of four colors, and in 
burl walnut. 

Green, red, ivory and brown are the colors 
involved in this test of public selection. In 
anticipating the public preferential reaction 
in those colors it w'as decided, after deter¬ 
mining the most likely shadings to prove 
popular, to turn out an equal number of each 
color. Then it was figured that production of 
the burl walnut should be in the ratio of 40 
percent as against the total number of art 
leather cabinets. It was necessary, of course, 
to grade the quantity as to those colors and 
as to what proportion of the burl walnut 
cabinets should be made, in advance of any 
determination of the public trend. As al¬ 
ready stated it was agreed there should be 
no differential in the qMantity of any color. 

How reasonably correct the prior-to-pro- 
duction cabinet orders worked out in rela¬ 
tion to the actual sales is revealed in the fol¬ 
lowing approximate ratios: 

Out of each 1000 sets sold the division was 
as follows: 


Red .160 

Ivory .142 

Green . 166 

Brown ..171 

Total Art-Leather. .. 638 

Burl Walnut. 362 

Comparison Unit. 1000 


While this test is not regarded as abso¬ 
lutely conclusive, it is interesting to note the 
uniformity with which the public has divided 
off the four colors. It is also exceedingly in¬ 
teresting to note that an arbitrary color se¬ 
lection by the manufacturers is so closely 
followed in the field of actual sales. 

This is probably the first time that actual 
color tests as to sales have been made in 
radio on a scale of any size. Some manu¬ 
facturers tried out color sets in the past but 
only with the coming of the art leather cab¬ 
inet has it been possible to secure the effect¬ 
iveness that color lends to a small radio 
cabinet. 

MUZZLING NOISE- 
PRODUCERS 

Frank H. Cross 

Physicians, surgeons, osteopaths and others 
using electrical equipment are required to 
equip their machines with static eliminators 
to reduce radio interference, in an ordinance 
recently passed by the City Council of Santa 
Ana, Calif. The object of the bill is to protect 
private radio listeners. 

The city electrical inspector will inspect all 
machines in offices. 

An elaborate means of tracing radio inter¬ 
ference, which is maintained by the Southern 
California Radio Interference Association of 
Los Angeles, will assist in making the ordi¬ 
nance effective. The measure requires private 
radio listeners to have their sets in approved 
condition for reception, and another section 
requires that high-tension power boxes of all 
kinds be equipped with static eliminators. 


You Servicemen 

Make Me PROVE That I Can 
Show You How to Make 


MORE 

MONEY 


r 


Men! Now is the time to do 
some tall thinking and perhaps 
a bit of stiff work. Review 
your trade and service jour¬ 
nals for the past few months 
and get a load of the new¬ 
fangled developments in Ra¬ 
dio—A. V. C.; Silent A. V. C. 

Muters; Multifunction Tubes; 

Class B Push-Push Amplifiers; 

Universal A.C., D.C., and Bat¬ 
tery Receivers; Automatic 
Tone Control; Mercury Vapor 
Rectifiers and the like. 

Do you honestly know how 
all these complicated circuits 
and tubes work? Do you real¬ 
ly know what makes the 
wheels go around? Can you 
honestly say that you are able 
to keep up with these modern 
improvements? 

If not, let me tell you 
straight from the shoulder, 
that unless you buckle up and 
get down to brass tacks, learn 
the fundamentals of Radio, a 
new crop of Radio servicemen 
are about to bundle you out of your servic¬ 
ing job. 

Stop Guosslng. Know What You Ara Doing 

There are three major factors which con¬ 
front every modern serviceman. You must 
consider the following rfacts if you want to 
go on. 

3L 

You must have a sound fundamental 
knowledge of Radio theory and Radio re¬ 
ceiver design practice. If you are not 
grounded in the basic dope you can never 
keep abreast of new developments. 

2 . 

You must have simple but effective test¬ 
ing and servicing equipment. You can't se¬ 
lect them on anyone’s say so. You must 
know about everything available and do 
your own choosing. This requires knowl¬ 
edge. Servicing is two-thirds knowledge 
and one-third testing equipment. It is just 
as necessary to know how your test equip¬ 
ment works as to know how a Radio set 
works. 

3 . 

You must have a carefully selected serv¬ 
ice technique which you should follow. It 
must be a technique that will stand the 
test of time; that will not be made obsolete 


Get My FREE 
Sample Lesson 

Mall the coupon to«lay. I ll 
son<J you ciiinplete infornt.i- 
tlon oil my hutlincl of train¬ 
ing. And in addition. I'll 
send you my latest rcfcreiive 
loNik. ■•Mwlmi .\utuiiiallc 
Volume Conlroh.’* This text 
1 ' part of my reKulur 
I'ourse, anti in the past 
only my .students (‘oulil get 
it. it rorers such subjects 
as Tuning Indicators; (»ff- 
Resonanec Muters; IMtec* 
and aiiiidilietl A.V.O. De- 
lav: Diode Detectors; Serv- 
Irlng A.V.r. .'tysttmis ami 
other iinptirtant angles of 
this interesting subject. Of 
course the hook is right un 
to the minute, anti gives you 
Infiirmatinii on the famniis 
X. U.I. simplified manner. 
Mail the coupon today and 
take advantage of this very 
special offer. 




by new developments. You 
must study the technique of 
servicing so you can go from 
effect to cause—by this I mean 
that a certain squeal or growl, 
a touch of the grid of a vacuum 
tube means something more to 
you than a noise. 

This Plan Will Make More 
Money For You 

Here is a fact that you know 
as well as I do. When you 
get stuck on a service job, all 
tangled up in the diagnosis 
of the trouble, what do you 
do? Naturally you start out 
from the beginning—make a 
fresh start. Why not apply 
the same principle to your 
background of Radio knowl¬ 
edge? Let me prove to you 
that I can give you a fresh 
start for a lasting association 
in servicing and one that will 
make more money for you. 
MAIL THE COUPON 

Get My Sample Lesson end School Catalog 

My home-study training has helped hun¬ 
dreds of servicemen qualify for better jobs. 
Get my school catalog—see the facts for 
yourself—what my training covers, what it 
has done for others. Read my Money- 
Back Agreement. My catalog and sample 
lesson are FREE. See how thorough, how 
practical I've made my training. Send the 
coupon. There's no obligation. Act now. 

J. E. SMITH, Pr«s., National Radio Institute, 
Dept. 3JXA Washington, D. C. 


Mflil Coupon Toctfiy 


J E Smith, President. 

NstiQnat Radie Institute. 

Oept 3JXA. Washington, O. C. 

Send me your FREE RAMPLE LERSOX and your 
sflMWl catHloK. 1*111 inlere.<!t<>d in learning more about 
my jol>. but you'll iiaye to prove that you can help 
me before 1 enroll. This reciuest does not obligate 
me In any way. (I’lease print plainly) 


Name .... 
Address 
City. 


I ITcsent 


Age_ 


8SBX 


RADIO PROGRESS 
WEEK 

Service Men—get In back of 
the national publicity which is ap¬ 
pearing in support of Radio Prog¬ 
ress Week, October 2 to 7. Every 
effort is being made to cause 
Mr. John Q. Public to become 
more **set concious"; to look into 
the whys and wherefores of new 
radio sets, and the repair of "old 
reliable." Keep your eyes and 
ears open, and prosper with the 
other "boys." 


*1110 fur auto 

radioH w bi-re. Live* 
wire iloalerv and xerv- 
ic'eiilen can make big 
money thw Nunuuer in- 
xtalling lietter aiit«*- 
radio Heta at prieex that 
are xeiutationally low. 
The TRtJMAN*^ Anto-Radio ix ah-electric. emidoyN 
tul>eM and hu.<. two ntiigex <>f .ludin. Thexet ia extremely 
conipHCt ami mcii:iUrcN BsOs I 2 inchex. Only three wires 
to connect and xi't ix ready to operate. 

Writ* Ivr prtett. 


AUTO 

RADIOS 


7443 Stewart Ave. 


TRUMAN RADIO SHOP 


Chleago. IlHnola 


Build the 

A L L-WAVE 


new receiver 


jUtiatora. FIND •ALL 


VtPCRITjE 

Variable 
1. Hook. 


4 


for this 

-riled Coadc 

Vullaie Control. CARI 
CondehBer., - 

upWire. ELIC_ _ ____ . 

CopB and Chokr.. I. R. C. Metalliaod Keatatori. Drilled Chai 
CVmpfrfr Xiii la .'itoek — Wrttt/0r 

8end 3« atamp for Free Lial of Nawpat Circuit#. 

ALLIED ENGINEERING INSTITUTE 
98 Park Placa New York, N. Y. 
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Outside View 
of 

Aiicraft Generator 


BARGAIN 
SALE 
of 3000 

W estinghouse 
Potver Generator 
Aircraft Transmitters 

Hundreds of Uses for 
Radio Experimenters 



View of Aitciaft 
Generaioi with 
Hood I'aken Off 


The Gorernineiit Paid Originally S147.00 Each 
for these Westinghouse Generators 

OUR PRICE *4'^^ 


AS LONG AS SUPPLY LASTS 



The special f:enerator illustrated is of the 
self*excited inductor type. The rotor serves two 
entirely distinct pui^scs: 1. It cariies the in* 
ductors for the A.C. generator, which has sta- 
tiona^ held and armature coils. 2. It carries 
the D.C. armature, which corresponds to the 
excitec ia other machines. 

There are two pairs of stator poles—two North 
and two South. Around these four poles are 
wound the four field coils which, when energized, 
produce poles of alternate polarity. Each of these 
poles is provided with four slots into which are 
htted the A.C. windings. The rotor is a 12- 
looth inductor that carries the D.C. armature 
coils which supply the D.C. exciter current re« 
<;uired by the alieinaior; a built-in commutator 
takes off the generated D.C. Three leads extend 
through the casing to permit a 4Vf V. flashlight- 
type battery to be switched into circuit for start¬ 
ing, and to control the A.C. output of the gen¬ 
erator. Rotated at its normal speed of 4,500 
r.p.m., the output is 200 W., at 115 to 125 V. 
(on o]^n circuit), 900 cycles. 

Manufactured by VC estinghouse for the U. .S. 
Signal Corps, the sturdy construction of this in¬ 
strument recommends it to the technician. The 
rotor turns in ball bearings. In order to per- 
lealy withstand the extremes of temperature and 
humidity encountered in air-craft service all the 
coils are thoroughly impregnated with a speoal 
compound and then baked. Shaft length (driving 


end), 2 ins.; diameter, 9/l^in.; the end is 
threaded (or a distance of H-in. At the end 
opposite from the drive the shaft extends %-in. 
Case dimensions, exclusive of the shaft, 
in. in diameter. 

The output of this self-excited generator is fed 
to a step-up transformer which, in turn, is fed 
to a 12-point synchtonous rotary spark-gap; a 
rocker permits the single stator point to be accu¬ 
rately adjusted to phase the^ spark and the power 
supply. The spark-gap is induded in a second¬ 
ary that comprises a mica fixed condenser, and a 
tapped tuning inductance adjustable in the range 
of 250 to 550 meters. This coil consists of 25 
turns of No. 14 wire wound on a threaded bake- 
lite form 3 ins. in dian^ter and 3 ins. long; the 
over-all length is 4Vs ins. One set of taps is 
brought to a contact plate at one end and pro¬ 
vided with a switch; the other set is brought to 
a coma a plate at the opposite end and provided 
w'ith a pair of laboratory-ad justed contaas. A 
stream-lined bakeliie housing slips over the en¬ 
tire transmitter assembly. The over-all length of 
generator (exclusive of shaft) and transmitter is 
18 ins. Weight of complete outfit, 20 lbs.; ship¬ 
ping weight, 35 lbs. 


WELLWORTH TRADING COMPANY' 

Dept. RC-9 

111 West Lake Street Chicago, Illinois 


Clip Coupon and Mail Today! 


WELLWORTH TRADING CO., Dept. RC-9 
111 W. Lake Street, CHICAGO, Illinois 


Enclosed find $4.95 for which ship by express collea one Westinghouse Power Generator Aircraft 
Transmitter as per your description. If not satisfied I will return outfit and you will refund money. 
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w 

Wellworth Trading Company.187 

Westinghouse Electric & Mfg, Co. 

Weston Electrical Instrument Corp. 


1.31 

178 

180 

181 

183 

173 


187 

189 

176 


185 

187 
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169 

167 


address ___- . .. 

CITY . . . STATI- 


(While every precaution is taken to insure ac¬ 
curacy, we cannot guarantee against the possi¬ 
bility of an occasional change or omission in the 
preparation of this index.) 
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Regaining Popularity • • • 

6 TUBE CONSOLETTE RADIO 




The BEAUTY... 

FINE CHARACTERISTICS 
EXTREMELY LOW PRICE 

Of this handsome set has regained the pres¬ 
tige that the Consolette Radio has main¬ 
tained for several years. 

At last a full sized consolette receiver at 
the price of an A.C.-D.C. midget. Produces 
... , remarkable tone quality with ample sen¬ 

sitivity for all requirements. Employs a highly developed T.R.F. circuit 
using the latest type tubes, thus producing remarkable performance. Beautiful in ap¬ 
pearance, will fit into any surroundings. Supplied in two distinctive cabinet designs. 
Incorporates the following tubes: 2—'58. 1—57, 1—56, 1—2A5 and 1—80 tube. 
These tubes deliver 6 watts of undistorted output. 

Only the finest quality parts are used throughout the entire construction. A matched 
electro dynamic speaker mounted on a special built-in baffle handles the full output 
with realistic tone. 

PRESSED WOOD INLAID CABINETS 

Handsome walnut two tone finished cabinet created by craftsmen with a back¬ 
ground of years of furniture building. Finely blended design with attractive 
pressed wood panels. Exquisitely moulded—the contours form a handsome un¬ 
obtrusive design. Will harmonize with any home surroundings. Cabinet meas¬ 
ures 35V^ inches high, 21 inches wide, and 10% inches deep. 


siZ” 

Complete Set of Tubes 
$1.95 

Cabinet Only .$3.95 


Jensen Model D.-7 
A.C. Dynamic 

Is widely used 
as an additional 
speaker in naany 
homes, as well 
as on public ad* 
dress systems. 
Will handle an 
enormous amount 
of TOlume with¬ 
out distorting or 
rattllntt. Knuipped 
with a 280 rer 
tiller tube. The 
. . speaker measures 

Inches hlph. 11% wide, and 7-7'32 
deep. lunie opcnlnp required. 10 Inches. 
.Supplied complete with tube. OC 

(iur Price, with tube...-.30* 




R.C.A. IOOB-103 
Magnetic Chassis 







Peerless 
A.C. and 
D.C. 

Dynamic 
Speaker 
Chassis 

An eflicient and 
powerful repro¬ 
ducer. Ideal for 
use with the most powerful public ad¬ 
dress amplifier. It is equally suited for 
use with any receiver employing the 
average type of audio amplification sys¬ 
tem using as low as 90 volts *‘B” current. 
The speaker will s\;ork with any receiver 
regardless of output chara iteristics. 

D. C. Model has a 1.000 ohm field and a 
push-pull output transformer. A.C. Model 
uses a dry rectifier system with a hum 
condenser for minimum A.C. hum. 
Dimensions: 12 inches high and 8 inches 

d!*C. Model. Price...... $5.95 

A.C, Model, price. 


This chassis is the identical 
one used in the R.C.A. lOOA- 
lOOH Speakers which list for 
ns high as $35.00. Note built- 
in output transformer which 
permits use of 450 volts with¬ 
out distortion, rattling or blast¬ 
ing. Generous oversized mag¬ 
net. The thick armature is ac¬ 
curately centered, the sturdy 
metal frame is lined with a 
special self-baffiing fabric, greatly improving 
acoustic properties of this sensational speaker. 
Note the corrugated surface of the cone, an ex¬ 
clusive feature—enhances perfectional reproduc¬ 
tion qualities considerably; most compactly 
made; 9" outside diameter. 4^" deep overall. 

V^Our Price_ $2. 75 


Baldwin A.C« and D.C. 
Dynamic Speaker Chassis 



Th® trrmendoiM power 
handling CiiPacity of this 
Hpeaker makoM it suitable 
for ua® in modem conaulo 
receiving Meta or for power 
nmplifierH- The A. C. 
moileU ar® equipped with 
a 280 rectilier tut>e and an 
8 pifd.dry «lectrolytjo con* 
dentier to re<!uc« A.C. hum. 

D. C. modeln nr® available with or without 
output IranafornierH. hicld reNUtance uf the 
D. C. mf>del ia 2500 ohnin. 

DimenaiuoM: OVi inchea high and 7 Inehea deep. 
(A. C. Model, complete with 280 tube.) 

Price.... ...$4.95 

(D. C. Model with output tninafonner.) 

Price. 3.25 

(D. C. Model, leas output traits former.) 

Price.2.95 


FARRAND INDUCTOR 
DYNAMIC 


J' FARRAND 
Inductor Dynamic 



9 Inch Model 

The 9 inch model has the 
two magnets parallel to 
each other with a bracket 
placed between them to 
facilitate mounting. Please 
specify type of power tube 
when ordering. CO 

Price . 



Replacement 

Unit 


for th.- H.C A. lOOA. lOOB. 103 «jH>ikk«r 
chimb. Thin unit b complete in c»ery dc* 
t-sil circpt thnt it b furnialicd li-eii tli« 
mitjcnct. Giinrimtccd to be in pert.-rt condi. 
twn. Clin hIso Im! u»ed for rcfiliiCrment 
giirp.i«c* on »ny other type •pcMker. 

With Muauet.Jl.24 



12 Inch Model 

These models are not 
to be confused with 
the various types 
now on the market 
and labeled Farrand 
Inductors. These 
models are all fac¬ 
tory built and not 
just put tog^etner 
haphazardly. 


The 12 inch models have two magnets 
standing upright, with a bracket on 
the bottom to ease mounting. Dimen¬ 
sions of the 12 inch model: 12 inches 
high and inches deep. 

(12" Model) QC 

Our Price... 



All orders are F. O. B. New York, and 
subject to prior sale. Terms: A deposit 
of 20% is required with every order. 
Balance may be paid on delivery. Or, 
deduct 2% if full amount is sent with 
order. 


GRENPARK COMPANY 

245 Greenwich St. Dept. RC New York, N. Y. 


RADIO-CRAFT for SEPTEMBER, 


19 3 3 


191 



























































RTCs Big September SPECIALS 


Every month we list on this page a few STAR ★ 
items which are not listed in our 
catalog. These are all specials of 
which the quantities on hand are 
not sufficient to catalog them. 

Once sold out, no more can 
had. ORDER NOW—TODAY. 


No One in Radio 
Undersells Us! 


STOP SHOPPING —the lowest prices are right on 
this page. No one undersells us. 
We meet any price on any new 
merchandise. Order direct from 
this page and save money. 100% 
satisfaction on every transaction. Take 
advantage today of these special offers. 


44ni71?Dr 7 -tube screen-grid 

r irIIlCinAjILSO T.R.F. RADIO RECEIVER 
Complete with Fnll Dynamic Speaker 



The «r-le«tivity and »riui(iv|ty of (In* 7-tube receiver due to »(■ three tuned stages arc juat a* aharp a* those 
of an exMiiskve lUtube Buperhetrrodyne receiver. The conalruction of (hi* recriver fa beat deacrilied aa 
"alaiidaril. Ita circuit la none other than the ”«ood old atandby" TItF type ahich ia the njoat reliable. It 
inrorltorateB two ■inKee of tuned R.P. umplificaiion uains type ‘24 ^reen.frid tube*; the power detector i* a ‘24 
n •inale ata«e of .tK volince amp1ihcnlk»n utlliiinK the type ‘27 tub*, feed* a 247 auper-power pentode, the full 
wave rectifier M an ‘80, .^11 proviniona are made for euPPlyioK field power lor the 9 Inch Kenuine Moanavoi. 

fully •hielded lull dynamie apcaker. Both cone and epldet of (hi* excellent reproducer are made of Burtex to 
improve the lii«h note rrsponee (brtlliancel without impairinx the low note Production. 

Tuninl i* extremely eimple. the tuned cireuite bcinK controlled by a ainale central knob: a vernier drum-type 
lllummated tuiiina dial b etniiloy^. The aecond knub control* the on-off awilch ami ihe third, the one on the 
rifht. Volume control. Coiln. itining^conJenger’giinga filter eonJenter bunk, out put ehoke gnd by-^pAne condenuer 
bunk uie oU indivrcluully altidded. The cIiamI# ithcU Rinde of noiiernugncilc liluminum. 

The uae of three tuned eireuita. employinC ecreen-crid tube* and hi.h cain R.F- tranaformere. toxetlier wit li careful 
wiritu. and by-pii*«inK. reault in hiah aenalliviiy. Tone quality, too. ia extraordinarily fine. Deapite the 
male of new tul»e* recently thrown upon the mnrket. it ia Xenerally conceded that for nverace home ueeaeioKle 
pentode euppllea adequate power with the least distortion. 

Why. build a act when n complete receiver, wired and ready to uee. and complete with apeaker. e.vn be boueht 
at tbta phenomenally low price? Mere t* an eicellent opportunity for wide-awake .ervirc men to *‘clrnh up.‘' 
Hemember that the nupply i. limited. Hence, “firai come, ur.t .erved." Overall «uc 21" ■ 8" i HH" teei only 
Ship. wi. 45 the. 


List Price $75.00 

NO. SP-2000 Peerless 7-Tube TRF Receiver 

YOUR PRICE with speaker but less tubes .. 

LIMITED SUPPLY—ORDER TODAY—TOMORROW 
MAY BE TOO LATE 


$1087 


•at” “NEW 


DEPENDABLE” rlStl. 


Sold Either Wired or In Kit Form 

Here inilfptl Is Four opportunity to build one of 
the finest tulie eheckers ever desitfned -an instrunient 
which N MODEHN In even’ sense of the word. Will 
lest all the laie.tt type tubes, inclutilni: those with 
7 AND 8 PUONGS—DIRECTLY—wiihout the uso 
of a single adapier! 

The '‘NEW OEI'KNDABLE,’’ despite its high de¬ 
gree of aceiiriiey, is extremely simple to oiterute. Iloth 
plates of file 80—82—83 and other rcclltler tubes are 
readily tested without the use of a "second plate" 
button. 

The instrument employs a hlEh- grade. D'.ARSON- 
VAL TYPE. MOVING-COIL MET Kit. llisurlmt 
thereby extreme aeeurary. This Instrument will 
check more tlnin 120 different tubes and even those 
which hiivc not as yet been Placed on the market. 
The tube tester Is amply guarded against tuhe 
‘‘sliorts." which condition Is Indicated by the flash¬ 
ing of a small pilot light All rompomnt parts ar® 
mounted on a beautifully etched piiiicl and the entire Instrunient plaeetl In a sturdily 
ctmstrueted. leatherette-covered, carrying case. For operation on 105-125 voUs. 50/60 
cycles. A.C. This instrument U available either In kit fonu or eonipletely wired and 
tested, ready lo use. Shipping weight 9 lbs. 

NO. 303 “New Depend.ible” Tube Tester. NO. 303A “New Dependable" Tube Tester 
completely Mired (T ^ CO 

tested. [J J}/ 

YOUR PRICE_ ^ I n PRICE. 



tdable" Tube Tester 

$13.52 


If U- S- NAVY AIRPLANE-TYPE 
TRANSMITTERS AND RECEIVERS 


TPANSMittCR 


son RuBeeA 

CAR CAPS 


MtAO 
S£T^ 







RADIO AND SHORT 
WAVE TREATISE 


and Short i^jpiormatton. radio 

JtlST A|I«OT^t H .CAT AEOC.^y, 

Information liitod »re iiw 


Only 300 at This Unheard-ol Price 

Thi* mlpr(»pbon««nd head .at outfit wa. l.uilt eaiierlally for the U. N. Navy .\viaiion COrD* for riftne-to-plan.-and planc-fco- 
xround communfcalion. Conatruetad under rl«Td xov«frnro«ntal auperviaion. .i. 

Th* outfit conabiaof a luw-Impedance carbon tranamitter aecurely [Mtancd to a metal brcn.tpUte and a tet of |,ravy-dut» 
low'impedance aurphonea Provided with ooft rubber cu»hiona. A apeciidly conalrucl^ awitch on t lie back of Ifie fircaatpln^ 
control* the microPlione eircuit. Twenty.eixht feet of heavy conductor cable. terminatliiX In a apeclal hraaa filuX. Jefurnuhed 
complete with thia outfit. Two of the*e outfit* make un efficient communimtMin a>;atem over lotix dlalnneea. 

The U. B. Government Probably pnU more than $30.00 for e;.e)l of Iheae outfit*. \.ct, m fortunate purchase permit* O* to 
aell them to you at SI.W. COMPLETE- ua*hown in the illuntrutlon above. 1 hwe i* no queai.on but 
what eon>ideruhle u«e can be found for the*e d.-l.cr.t*. Xet sturdily conslriicled bu-trument*. Ship. wt. of 
entire outfit. 7 II,«. U*t Price $40 00 Ho. B7216 T. N. Navy Airliliine-Type tranamitter and Receiver 
YOUR r-- 


. PRICE 


$1.97 


READRITE MODEL 710 ANALYZER 


Over 100 New Hook-Up*. 
Etc. 1000 Illustrations, 


here 1$ a PARTIAL LIST Of 
COHTEHTS 

ru 

O*'"* • a ‘Triple-Twin 

Shortwave SuKge«tkona~ 

WRITE TODAY. End.ee 4 
cents for postage. Treatise 
sent by return mail. 


NEW 

TESTS LATEST TYPE 6 AND 7 PRONG TUBES 

HlNE meter scales AVAILABLE . . ^ , . . -i. r 

Tklanew Rendrhe Prm’ainn inetnimentembodteaffaiure* whxeh have duayab^n^ired 1. 

work: (I) low coet; (2) .Implicity of ile.U-nr 13) ..eeuraey of mea*uremen^: 4) ruxxedlir** of the wrnpl^ unit. It I* n«^l*« 
to add that the kit is capable of teotinx aiiythina ifOin old battery model* to the luten aereen-Xnd. pentode, and multi ma 
recover*. . . . 

The “Model 710 I* nn extremely eomPaet device.^ The out- 
aide dlmeniion* of the corrylnx c.iae are only 1014 by 7U by 3;4 
inche*. Theaiiolyier contain* a D.C* voltmeter, an A.C. voltmeter 
and a miUiammeter. The D.C. voltmeter boa four rankcaiOto 
I0:0toti0:0 to 30Oand 0 to 800 volt*. The A.C. voltmeter lio* 
three fanxearOto tO; 0 to 140; and 0 to 700 voir*. The milliain. 
meter ha* two rnnxe*: one for 1$ mill, reading and the other for 
ISO RiUl This variety of rartecs makes it possible to test 
every cortccivable radio circuit; luxli voliuir •econdar'e* 
of power tranaformi r*. current drum of nil radio tubes. Includ- 
inc th< hLh p.j«er 250and 210 tube*, et- 
CONVCHIEHT selector switch—T he inatrutnent i* 

equipped with * ten po»it»oD bl-polar selector ewiieh: b> mean* 
of whieh readin*® niny be obtained ©f "C" volln. “C" voir* re- 
veraed. “K" volt*. "K volt* reverted, plate voltnxe. •creen-xrid 
voltuXe. et*. A 4 ^-volt battery t* •upplied with the anulyicr. 
to provMe ■ ‘ s:-,*. for vrid t.-ot*. rotitl-uity teat*, etc. 

TESTS PEHTOOCS—••MOLTt-MUS” *57*s and ’SB's 
—'80 RECTIFIERS, Etc.—Thrre are four •orkel* on the 
panel of .Sannalyier to takeCnj« of the four, five, six and Bcven 
Pronx Tube*. There i* a "i£rid-i.'*t“ puah-butfon. Pin jack* 
are nvmilahlc for the individual use of all meter*, ei'ernolly. m 
every raiixe. There i*a nereen-icrid pin lack, and there are two 
pin Jack* for connactin* the exterruil buttery. Both Plate* of the 
'80-type rectifier nuy be lenti-d by u*e of * adapter 

furnished. Ch*rr* «re Provided for men*uriiix rfWistalice* and —- i. k — i K..r..rv 

eoPaeilie* The Ani.lyier u furnished complete with test leads. eonn^Unx eable*. Burxrs* 4 S-volt battery, several battery 
lead*. UY to UX adapter. ‘80 rectifier adnpUr and resistaoce mad capacity chart*. bWpp 
wcixhi. 8 lb# ^ ^ _ 

Model 710 Analyzer. List Price. S25, 

YOOR PRICE . . 



$14.71 


WE ABE A WHOLESALE house and CAN NOT 

rOAk re,n,t. 

r LVsreJTd.?.''-2df "W. d'«.unt. send 

money order—certified check —U. S. stamps 


ORDER FROM THIS PAGE 


You will find special prices from time to 
time* in this magazine. Get our big FREE 

catalog for Ihe greatest Radio Bargains. ..,«:•** •** 

Sltould you wish goods shipped hy parcel post, be sure to include suHicient extra remittance 
for 8amc» Any excess will be refunded. 


noney oroer— vmva.,, w. - a«a#|h.ia# 

Radio Trading Company 102 Park Place New York, N. Y. 
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ANNOUNCING 

THE ^ 9 3 4 

OFFICIAL RADIO SERVICE MANUAL 


This new menuel has been in actual preparation for several 
months. The vast amount of important data, which we have 
received from manufacturers who are assisting us in the 
compilation of the book, leads us to believe that the 1934 
Manual will be more valuable than any previous editions. 


T he necessity of GERNSBACK 
Manuals in the radio field has been 
shown by the fact that the total 
sales of the first three OFFICIAL 
RADIO SERVICE MANUALS, includ¬ 
ing the new CONSOLIDATED EDI¬ 
TION, now exceed 80,000 copies. 
Radio Service Men and 
others engaged in various 
branches of radio know the 
importance of such books, 
and how they must depend 
upon them for reliable in¬ 
formation. Whether for 
public-address w^ork, tube 
information or a circuit 
diagram, the material 
needed is certain to be 
found in one of the OF¬ 
FICIAL RADIO SERVICE 
MANUALS, The GERNS¬ 
BACK Manuals have been 
constantly used in refer¬ 
ence work by leading radio 
set manufacturers, mail¬ 
order houses, jobbers, deal¬ 
ers and, most extensively, 
by Service Men, for whom 
these books are invaluable. 

In the planning of the 
1934 OFFICIAL RADIO 
SERVICE MANUAL many 
things have been taken into 
consideration. First, how we 
could reduce our own costs, 
and in turn pass these sav¬ 
ings on to our readers. 

Second, what information 
not contained in previous 
editions of the Manuals 
must be incorporated in 
the 1934 edition and would 
be of utmost importance to 
its users. Third, what ad¬ 
vance information we could 
print that would be useful 
in the future. 

After careful analysis we 
found that the total cost of producing 
the 1934 Manual would be consider¬ 
ably less than in former years, and 
that at this time we couhl reduce the price 
of the book to our readers. The Fourth 
Edition of the OFFICIAL RADIO SERV¬ 
ICE MANUAL will sell this year for $3..'S0. 
The book will be published like the 1933 
Manual—the volume will be sent to you 
complete. As usual, we urge that all our 
readers place their order early so that 
they will get a copy of the first printing. 
Usually, at the last minute a tremendous 
number of orders come to us and quite 
often orders are held up while the book 
is going through a second printing. 

Anticipating such information as may 
serve future radio needs, we are holding 
many pages of the Manual open until the 
very last minute. Any timely “dope'* which 


we then receive \vill he included before go¬ 
ing to press. 

In preparing this new edition many of 
the outstanding problems of the Service 
.Men have been considered—methods of 
servicing, the new equipment constantly 
needed to coi)e with new tubes and sets, 
and the other fields of radio, such as pub- 


Contents of the 1934 Manual In Brief 


% Diagrams and service notes, more complete than ever before In 
any MANUAL.^ Not merely the schematic hook-ups will be found, 
but also chassis drawings showing parts layouts, positions of trim¬ 
mers, neutralizers, eic. 

# Voltage readings for practically all sets, as an aid in checking 
tubes and wiring. 

# All values of intermediatedrequency transformers used in super¬ 
heterodynes, with the manufacturers' own suggestions as to correct 
balancing. 

0 Detailed trouble-shooting suggestions and procedure as outlined 
by the manufacturers* own engineers—in other words, authentic 
"dope*' right from headquarters. 

0 Values of all parts indicated directly on all diagrams. WE WILL 
POSITIVELY NOT INCLUDE DIAGRAMS FOR WHICH PARTS 
VALUES CANNOT BE OBTAINED. 

0 A special section for reference to A.C.-D.C. cigarbox midgets. 
0 A special section for reference to automobile radio. 

# A special section for reference to public-address amplifiers. 

# A special section for reference to short-wave receivers. 

0 A special section for reference to remote-control systems. 

# A complete compilation of radio tube data, covering both the 
old and the many new types. 

# A special section devoted to test equipment, analyzers, etc., with 
full diagrams and other valuable information. 

# A complete list of American broadcast stations with their fre¬ 
quencies in kilocycles; extremely useful in calibrating and checking 
test oscillators and in calibrating receivers. 

0 Free Question and Answer Service, the same as in our last two 
Manuals. 

0 No theory; only service information In quickly accessible form. 
jP Absolutely no duplication of any diagrams; nothing that appeared 
In any of the previous Manuals will appear In the 1934 MANUAL. 
This we unconditionally guarantee. 

9 A handy, easily-consulted master index making it easy for you 
to find almost anything pertaining to your service problem in¬ 
stantly. This index will include all the diagrams published in all 
the previous GERNSBACK Manuals, as well as the 1934 diagrams. 
A big convenience and time saver! 


As in previous years, the 1934 Man¬ 
ual will also include a FREE QUESTION 
AND ANSWER SERVICE. In each book 
^vill be found 25 coupons, which en¬ 
title you to free consultation on any radio 
:ervice topics. These coupons give you a 
complete mail service—questions on servic¬ 
ing and operating on any set or circuit 
are answered promptly and ac¬ 
curately by the editors. Re¬ 
member that, at the regular 
rate of 25c per question which 
is usually charged by radio 
magazines, this service alone 
is worth $6.00. And for the 
Manual, we charge only $3.50. 

It is quite evident that the 
1934 Edition of the OFFICIAL 
RADIO SERVICE MANUAL 
will be a decided improvement 
over previous volumes, and 
will even surpass the high 
standard of the former Man¬ 
uals. 


lie-address systems, short waves, auto radio 
and others. 

The illustrations in the 1934 Manual will 
be more explicit than before; inasmuch as 
the diagrams will not be limited to the 
schematic circuit, but other illustrations 
will show the parts layout, positions of 
trimmers, neutralizers, etc. There will be 
hundreds of new circuits included, and not 
one from any previous edition of the man¬ 
uals will be repeated. This wc unconditiou- 
guarantee. 

The number of pages in the new Manual 
will exceed 400, with hundreds of illustra¬ 
tions, including diagrams, charts, photos, 
picture layouts, etc. The size of the Man¬ 
ual will be the same as that of the former 
volumes—9x12 inches, with a flexible, 
loose-leaf binder. 


ORDER YOUR COPIES NOW 

It is important to every 
Radio Service Man and Dealer 
that he receive his copy of the 
1934 OFFICIAL RADIO 
SERVICE MANUAL as soon 
as it is published. The new 
hook will prove itself to be in¬ 
valuable as those volumes of 
previous years. The hook as 
usual comes to you postpaid 
and free of additional charges. 

No need to delay sending us 
your order—the 1934 MAN¬ 
UAL, like its predecessors, is 
a necessity in your business. 
We strongly advise you to or¬ 
der your copy today, and then 
you will be certain to get one 
from the first printing of the 
book. The 1934 Manual will 
he ready in about eight weeks. 

Mail the coupon today. 

JO'-i# I 

GERNSBACK PUBLICATIONS, Inc. I 
96-98 Park Place, New York, N. Y, | 

Gentlemen: Enclosed you will find my I 
remittance of $3.50 for which you are | 
to send me One Copy of the 1934 i 
OFFICIAL RADIO SERVICE MAN- I 
U^L as soon as it comes off the press, | 
fSend remittance by check or money i 
order: or register letter if it contains * 
cash, currency or unused U. S. Postage j 
stamps.] I 


Name. 

Address.. 
City. 


State. 











Your Profits Are Better Than Ever 

When Vacation Days Arrive 


DeWald dealers have no summer slump. 

Their radio profits go up when summer 
arrives—for here’s radio made to order for vacation 
selling. Portables for campers, boating trips—compacts 
for country homes, cottages—and a radio for motor car 
equipment. That’s vacation merchandise. And DeWald has 
built and priced it for volume turnover. Take a look.—Do it soon! 


]>eWAL]> 

TRADE MARK REG. 

SIX TUBE 
MOTORTONE 



100% Autoniutic Volume Control—hairline tuning—distortion-proof recep¬ 
tion—consol-toned dynamic speaker—positive remote control. Illuminated 
dial—Lock Switch, and Volume Control. Size 9 % " hitrh x 7 " wide x 6^ 

deep, usinu new tubes, 78, GA7. 85. 37, 41, 84. Three holes to drill, twu 
wires to connect. That’s all to install. 




rui? GREAT NEW 

Mtnlel SSO 

$2500 

Identical in chassis with Model 551 
—it has the same astonishing per- 
formability as that new "giant 
among the midgets.” Cabinet only 
is different. 


'll IK VKH.sVTIUK NEW 
IMixU I 552 

$2655 

Five Tube Superheterodyne—a trav¬ 
eler that works on 110-220 volts, AC- 
DC—25-60 cycles. Console Tone per¬ 
formance on any circuit. Full Range 
Dynamic Speaker—Hair Line Tuning 
Ultra Selectivity—Self Carrying 
Case in mottled brown or black leath¬ 
erette. \ great "‘vacation” set. 


TIIESEYSATIONAI. 
NEW Vlmfel 551 DeLaxe 


Leader of the compact8-»-super- 
heterodyne—^huir line tuning to 
10 kilocycles—110-220 V. 

AC-DC--25-60 cycles —new 
type tubes—circuit matched 

aerial—^new tone dynamic 
speaker—new heatless chassis 
—beautiful, distinctive cabinet. 


M€hIvIs 550 y 55 i ami 552 covrr Police and Hro^itlcitst lUituls 


Pierce-Airo, Inc., 524 Sixth Ave., New York City 

FOR TWELVE YEARS PACEMAKERS IN RADIO 


i 


\ 




















